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EDITOR’S LETTER 


SUMMER FORECAST: COMICS! 


ola, suckas! Rambling Scott Gramling here with a heads мй 
H those sun worshippers among you: Apply that SPF 75su sae 
liberally on your person (invite friends to help!) and stay pres 
day with this gem you now have in your hands-Wizard's 2 
mer Preview ish! 
es real here: That lawn can get mowed tomorrow, baseball 
doesn't get interesting till September and you can alWays pull on 
those cutoff jean shorts for a beach excursion some other day. But where 
else can you get Grant Morrison talking about his upcoming Batman & Robin run with 
Frank Quitely (page 36) in the same publication as Matt Fraction dishing on his hotly 
anticipated Dark Avengers/Uncanny X-Men crossover (page 38), while the summer picks 
up heat in the pages of what will surely be two hotly debated features: The Top 100 
Graphic Novels of the Wizard Era (page 10) and The Top 25 Sci-Fi TV Shows of All Time 
(page 22)! And it all starts in our off-the-wall fan mail column (page 4), where none 
other than Jeph Loeb (Ultimatum, Hulk) answers your letters! 
Enjoy the issue, gang! Peace, love and taco grease. Now where's my Pina Colada!? 


Tangentally, HOW ABOUT 

A STAKE TO 

GO WITH THAT 

POTATOHEAD, 

CHIEF?! 

CHECK OUT OUR 
25 GREATEST 
SCI-FI TV SHOWS OF ALL TIME 
Scott Gramling ON PAGE 22! 
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COVERS THIS MONTH 


GRAMUNG: DYLAN ERUCIE; BUFFY: FOX TELEVISION. LOST: ABC/COURTESY OF RETNA 
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Trolling Online 


From WizardUniverse.com's Message Boards 


" 
‹ 
A 
"Gerard Way and Gabriel Ba's Umbrella 
Academy is like the glorious love-child of | 
Grant Morrison and Mike Mignola. As long 
as those two keep making em, I'll keep 


reading 'em." 
RWE1138 


*[The Spider- | 
Woman cover | 
is] absolutely 
gorgeous. 1 
cannot WAIT 
to see the | 
interiors on 
this book." 
1 LEE 


"| am excited to see what comes after 
Ultimatum. Ultimate Magneto is exactly what 
standard Marvel U Magneto should have been 
all these years—cold, calculating and willing to 
pull the trigger!" 

THEROB7 


"| really liked [Fabian Nicieza and Frazer 

/ing's Azrael: Death's Dark Knight] and | have 
high hopes on how they'll treat this character. " 
LORDD3R3K 


"Jason Aaron just might be the definitive 
Wolverine writer." 
PRESCRIBED DRONE 


"Holy shnikies! IDW is pulling off a trifecta with 
these new С.І. Joe books!” 


ROLLO TOMASSI 


"| bought [Image's Killer of Demons] and | loved 
it. Highly recommended. My only complaint is 
that it's only a three-issue " 
JOSHUA 


summer 

"| hope [Tony Bedard's R.E.B.E.L.S.] goes on 
w 4 = ал \ і for a good long while, 1 missed [Vril] Оох. He's 
I U / | dl У / 1] [| such a lovable bastard.” 


DOM 


° P | 


looking forward 
[ J m 05 |? pulls through. Everyone should 


be buying this." 
ROB3880 


"[Black Panther] is freaking 
awesome. 1 really hope T'Challa 


] WOLVERINE ORIGINS € MARVEL CHARACTERS. INC /20 TY CONTURT FO 


“Captain Britain and MI 
Dwriter] Paul Cornell 


4195 24% 14% 13% 9% might not be a comic 


book penciller, but he is a 
X-Men Transformers: G.I. Joe: Terminator Harry Роќег comic book artist without 
Origins: Revenge of Rise of Salvation and the наї peer. He tells great stories 
Wolverine the Fallen Cobra May 21 ВЇїоой Ргїпсе with what seems to me an 
May 1 June 24 Aug.7 July 17 effortless excellence.” 
SINJECTION 
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Thwack! wrangled library. And all of that is available 


superstar for movies, television, games, 
writer Jeph online—it doesn't stop. 
Loeb,the man 
behind Marvel's Okay here's the real question: 
ultimatum (issue What was your inspiration for 
#5 goes on sale “Teen Wolf”? 


May 6!) and the Red 

Hulk extravaganza in Hulk, 
| to commandeer our letters 
column and answer a bevy 
of fan questions about his 
work—and some of his stories 
that could have been—his view 
on comics and some of his 
favorites from stories to heroes 
to other writers. Read on bush- 
thwackers, and enjoy! 


nla 


it was a tru 


What are your thoughts on the Is Red Hulk gonna turn out to 
future of the industry? be Alberto Falcone? 'Cause then 
ROLLO TOMASSI Gilda Dent can be Red She-Hulk. 
RWE1138 
JEPH LOEB: | think it's great. More wasn't too kee 
and more people are learning what As we used to s. n though Ma 


ind pros already knov om 
are a unique form of storytelling 
that are fun, inspirz 
emotional and not just 
boom! The variety 
—from straightforward comics 
like Hulk to the character- 
driven Ultimate Spider- 
Manto things like 
Scalped-it's 


an amazing 


nd I will go 
2" is 


going to do 
rted 
le #11 
half the 
utrageously beautiful stuff 
n- Bat. It'll never see the 


featurir 
light of 


How do you balance writing 
comics with your television 
writing career? 
BOB CRAVEN 
MOSCOW, PA 


What's up with Cap: White? And, 
I remember hearing something 
about /ron Man: Gold...any news?" 


THWACKADDICT 

Tim [Sale's] doing the work of his After "Smallville," "Lost" and 
career—stunning stuff as you saw “Heroes,” what TV show do you 
in Cap: White #0. Tim and | wanted want to get your hands on next? 
to make sure that we didn't miss JOHNNYCOMELATELY 


shipping on any Issue, so we pushed 

it all back. It, essentially, will be done There is something HUGE on the horizon 
when the first issue ships. As to Iron that I can't talk about yet. Stuff like this 
Man: Gold-hmmmmm.... you can't even whisper about! 


Do you have any particular story You're at the edge of a cliff 
idea that you have come up with overlooking a pool of lava that 


that you have not been able to depowers any superhero within 
get the green light to do? two hundred feet. You've got 
THEROB7 Superman in one hand and 


шв NEC. 
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Spider-Man in the other, but 

you only have the strength to 
pull one of 'em up. The other 
one's gonna die. What do you do, 
Loeb? What. Do. You. DO?!?! 
ROUNDHOWARD 


Easy. I'd jump in and let Superman 
carry Spidey up or Spidey carry 
Superman up. I'm just the writer. 
The world needs real heroes. 


If you had the freedom to write 

a crossover between Marvel and 
DC characters, using only one 
character from each universe, 
which two would you pick and why? 
FLUX336 


Cool question. And I'm going to steal 
this from Mark Ciarello—who is a 
fantastic editor from DC comics—and 
since it’s never going to happen and 
I'm giving him credit, I'm not feeling 
bad about revealing it. I'd have the 
villains from the Batman universe 
(The Joker, Catwoman, Two Face, 
Penguin, Riddler—do | need to go 
on?) go up against Spider-Man and 
Spidey's villians (Venom, Electro, 
The Green Goblin, The Lizard, The 
Rhino-do I need to go on?) go up 
against Batman. Now that would be 
cool as @#$%! 


What are you reading right now? 
KRKPWNAGE 


I read writers—not necessarily a 
book. So Geoff Johns' (duh, he's 
my partner here at the Empath 

Magic Treehouse) Green Lantern, 
Superman and the million other 
books he writes; [Brian Michael] 


Bendis' (yes, we do love each 

other no matter what Wizard says) 
Avengers [books], Ultimate Spidey 
and the million other books he's 
writing that Geoff Johns ISN'T 
writing; Mark Millar-anything he 
just makes me wanna be a better 
writer. And just about everybody 
else (so don't offend anybody)—but 
go every week to the comic book 
store (DJ'S UNIVERSAL COMICS in 
STUDIO CITY, say hello to Cat and 
get the Jeph Loeb discount!) and 
buy all kinds of stuff! Oh, and if 
Allan Heinberg wrote Crap Man I'd 
read that- he's really the best we 
have-probably “cause he does so 
little 1 just can't get enough (and yes, 
another Treehouse member). 


What comic character are you 
dying to write? 
SHIKY800 


I'm happy to say that so many of them 
have been covered. I'd like to go back 
to Uncanny X-Menat some point. Even 
when it was with Scott Lobdell back in 
the day, it was really Scott's book. We 
had a blast, but there are stories I've 


been wanting to tell since then. So 


that's something that could be great 
fun. On the DC side, I've been wanting 
to do Deadman forever. That's a 
movie, television show, game, online 
all rolled into one. 1 guess that means 
lend this where І began! I can't think 
of a better time to be in comics—the 
quality of the artists and color, 
lettering, production—take a second 
today and really look at your comics. 
It's amazing to me that all that work 


! cancome out monthly for just a few 


| bucks! • thwack! 


| sa ИЛТН BIG 
‘CODEWORD SALES! 


CODEWORDS 
AVAILABLE 
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COMICS | 
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concepts 


We rank the 1oo best trade paperbacks and 


graphic novels published during 
the Wizard era 


By THe Wand Start 


IMAGINE 


a six-foot-tall bookshelf, completely empty, and you, as a rabid fanboy 
or girl, have an unlimited budget to fill it. Where do you start? You 
could spend decades surfing Amazon.com, scouring the customer 

recommendations and reader critiques, or hunting through long boxes at 
conventions searching for that would-be buried treasure. 


Or, you could just ask the experts: Luckily, we here at Wizard are 
10th-level black belts when you're talking comics and graphic novels, 
50 we've concocted this handy-dandy required reading list, ranking 

the top 100 graphic novels and trade paperbacks published during the 

Wizard era (dating back to 1991—hence no Maus, Watchmen, The Dark 

Knight Returns, etc.). And to make this list as versatile as possible, we 
only selected the single best trade from long-running series by the same 

creative team (i.e., we only picked the very best 100 Bullets, Preacher 
and Starman storyarcs, but there are multiple Spider-Man, Wolverine and 
Batman stories on the list). And our last criteria? We always opted for the 
most high-end collection of the story we're spotlighting. (Who says there's 
a recession on?) From unforgettable, far-flung sci-fi spandex adventures 
to tear-jerking, slice-of-life alt masterpieces, these are the 100 trades and 

graphic novels that should be on every comic readers' shelf. 


wizarduniverse.com 
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Absolute DC: 


"The New Frontier 


LOOKING atthe comics created over the Creators with an original voice, art that pushes 
course of the Wizard era, a stunning amount the boundaries of lines on paper and tales that 
of shared qualities define the greatest stories revere the works of the past while blazing new 
told in the graphic medium: new levels of depth trails and new ideas. And in the 18 years since 

in characterization and story, comics driven by this magazine's inception, no single work has 
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' 


displayed those qualities better than Darwyn 
Cooke's DC: The New Frontier. 

Set in an alternate timeline where the 
chronology moved realistically from the late 
'50s through President John F. Kennedy's 
administration, New Frontier rockets past 
the realm of nostalgic homage to smart, 
post-modern art. From its opening sequence 
telling the improbable survival tale of the 
Losers landing on Dinosaur Island, to 
the Justice League's final confrontation 
with the alien entity known as the Circle, 
this comic tale comes jam-packed with 
spine-tingling fanboy moments. Nearly 
every scene shocks the senses (and 
sensibilities) of longtime comic readers, 
including a battle-of-the-sexes twist 
that sees Wonder Woman tower over 
Superman both on and off the Korean 
War battlefields; the TV-educated alien 
Martian Manhunter's uneasy friendship 
with the xenophobic King Faraday; or 
Batman's relentless underground war on 
crime that teeters on psychosis. 

Within the rotating vignettes, the 
book spotlights the iconic characteristics 


era. Tying together the myriad character 
and plot threads is haunted war vet Hal 


combat pilot to would-be astronaut to 
rookie Green Lantern as he struggles to 
find his place in the face of an untrusting 
world and his own personal demons. It's 
with these elements that Cooke reminds 
readers that in an age where the comics 


commercialism and indulgent violence, 


ideas to run rampant through readers' 
imaginations. Best of all, Cooke's work 
comes to life thanks to his classic, 
elegant draftsmanship rarely seen in 
today's comics. 


line of hardcovers, this edition goes 
behind the scenes with annotated 
sketches and designs, and includes 
brand new story pages to fine-tune 
several character arcs. With all that 
intrigue, imagination and excitement 
housed under one cover, this tome 
demands to be the only collection—if 
you have to choose one-you must have 
on your bookshelf. So if you've missed 
out on this masterpiece up to this point, 


worth every penny. 


that make the Justice League work in any 


Jordan, who transforms from traumatized 


form can get easily dragged down by slick 


there's still room for bold, bright and fun 


Like its predecessors in DC's Absolute 


start saving up-this massive, moving story is 


Marvels 
Premiere 
Hardcover (Магуе!) 
It was like seeing the 
superhero world for the very 
first time. It was the difference 
between a courtroom 
sketch and videotape; the 
distinction between a thrilling 
Hollywood movie versus a raw 
documentary. Any way you 
look at it, in 1993, Alex Ross' 
photo-realistic paintings were 
a milestone for the medium. 
0f course, all of Ross' exquisite 
depth and accentuated details 
would have been just eye- 
candy without writer Kurt 
Busiek's pitch-perfect dialogue 
and keen-eyed perspective— 
thanks to the P.O.V. of 
“Marvels” photographer Phil 
Sheldon—on our favorite 
heroes’ earliest origins. No 
doubt, both Sheldon and 
comic book fans everywhere 
were in awe, witnesses toa 
whole new phenomenon. 


League of 
Extraordinary 
entlemen 

Absolute Edition 

Volume Two 

(WildStorm/ABC) 

Like the original Alan Moore/ 

Kevin O'Neill collaboration, 

the second adventure 

cobbling together heroic 

figures from Victorian 

literature into one story 

fits together its disparate 

elements and situations 

with clockwork precision. 

However, unlike the more 

straightforward origin 

presented in the League’s 

inaugural tale, Volume 

Two explores the sinister 

and damaged sides of 

the characters, from the 

somber sex shared by Allan 

Quatermain and Mina Murray, 

to the Invisible Man's betrayal 
of humanity and his gruesome 
death at the hands of Mister 
Hyde. Once again, in Moore's 
| hands, some stale archetypes 
get an innovative update that 
| was controversial, complex 
! and surprisingly accessible. 


Y: The Last 
Man: Book 1 
Deluxe Edition 
(DC/Vertigo) 

In the opening pages of Brian 
K. Vaughan and Pia Guerra's 
pop culture-driven, post- 
apocalyptic series, every male 
animal on Earth dies with the 
exception of would-be escape 
artist Yorick Brown and his 
pet monkey, Ampersand. Yet 
despite the inspired nature of 
its premise, Y: The Last Man 
proves to be much more than 
a mere high concept with its 
opening 10 issues. And as 

the series develops, weaving 
in plot threads that include 
the gasping government's 
response to the gendercide 
and a secret society bent on 
saving the last man's life, Y 
transcends its premise and 
tackles the complex nature of 
feminism and gender relations 
head on. 


artest Kid On 
Earth (Pantheon) 
It is the unsettling story of 
a man reconnecting with 
his long-lost father and the 
crushing revelations that 
ensue when expectations 
meet reality. This collection's 
slow-building emotional 
power comes courtesy of 
cartoonist Chris Ware's 
highly stylized, meticulously 
planned art. Cramming a 
nearly overwhelming amount 
of panels onto pages with 
arigidly formal design, the 
cartoonist forces the reader 
to examine Jimmy's life and 
imaginative fantasies not as 
nostalgic memories of happy 
times, but as metaphorical 
reminders of deep character 
flaws. With a father figure 
reminiscent of a certain man 
of steel, Corrigan may feel 
oddly familiar at times, but the 
emotional and artistic depths 
the graphic novel reaches 
trumps the standard fisticuffs 
of capes and tights comics any 
day of the week (especially 
Wednesday, we assume). 


Jimmy 
Corrigan: The 
m 
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© Superman For All 


Seasons (DC) 
With 70 years’ worth of issues 
published, coming up with a new 
way to tell a Superman is not easy. 
You need a unique and innovative 
perspective. Well, in this case, how 
about four? Comic book soulmates 
Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale managed 
to add new layers to the Man of 
Steel with their four seasonal 
chapters narrated by those closest 
(in more ways than one) to him. 
Sale’s beautiful Norman Rockwell- 
esque imagery (heightened by the 
expressive color palette of Bjarne 


Fig Kingdom 


Come (DC) 
A dystopian take on the DC 
Universe stands as a proposition 
that's easily screwed up. Luckily, 


modern superhero masters Mark 
Waid and Alex Ross reached 
deep into their toolboxes as top- 
notch storytellers while crafting 
Kingdom Come. Centering on 
the story of a world overrun by 
hateful, hardcore "heroes" who 
have risen to prominence since 
Superman abandoned society, 
the story seamlessly weaves 
together Revelations-ready 


religious themes, revolutionary 
character re-designs, unexpected personality 
clashes and inventive action twists. The Man of Steel's struggle to 


Hansen) is the perfect complement 
to Pa Kent's nostalgic journey, Lana's 
bittersweet remembrances, Lois' pragmatic 


reporting and even Luthor's vindictive missives. Like much 
of the duo's best collaborations, For All Seasons is a seemingly 
uncomplicated piece of work that leaves the reader thinking some 


very deep thoughts. 


8 Hellboy: Library Edition 
Vol.1 (Dark Horse) 

Over the past two decades, the growth 

of original, creator-driven and—more 
importantly-creator-owned series has 
changed the industry's landscape. and no 
one comic proved more successful on its 
own terms than Mike Mignola's Hellboy. In 
Dark Horse's high-end Library Editions, the 
folklore-influenced, action-oriented stories 
of the big red guy pop with unbridled energy, 
and the first volume's presentation shows 
Mignola's quick ascension from unique 
mainstream artist to sensational solo auteur. 
In the first story, Seed of Destruction (co- 
written by John Byrne), the origin of the 
reformed demon and his team of paranormal 
investigators cleverly clashes with an old 
fashioned pulp tale of Nazi smashing, but 

by the time the reader reaches Wake the 
Devil, Mignola comes into his own unearthing 
forgotten, ghastly tales of lore which reveal 
the deep interpersonal dynamic Hellboy 
holds with mankind. 
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save a fallen culture he helped create serves as a thought-provoking 
criticism of the modern superhero genre, but unlike so many navel- 
gazing ruminations on the DCU, Kingdom Come relates a tale of 
altruism fit for any age and any reader. 


Bone: One Volume Edition 

(Cartoon Books) 
Jeff Smith's signature series achieved the 
enviable status of being both a uniquely 
personal statement as well as a title that 
connected to a hugely diverse audience. 
Still, the most amazing thing about the 
black and white indie’s meteoric rise 
remains how consistently funny, fast-paced 
and adventurous the comic is—and at 
1,300 pages for this One Volume edition, 
that's saying something. The tale of the 
funny animal-inspired Bone cousins. from 
their entrance into a mysterious valley 
to their improbable role as heroes in 
the war with the frightening Lord of the 
Locusts, combines the best elements of 
comedy, romance and high fantasy. Smith's 
knack for singular characterizations—Fone 
Bone's die-hard love of Princess Thorn, for 
instance, or Phoney Bone's insatiable lust 
for wealth-is the glue that, despite the 
series' lengthy 13-year publication, holds 
this collection firmly together. 


1 New X-Men Omnibus 
(Marvel) 
Two decades as the most popular franchise 
in comics had drained the X-Men of much 
of their potency by 2001 when writer Grant 
Morrison and a raft of cutting-edge artists, 
led by Frank Quitely, took over the franchise 
with the evocative, high-concept action comic 
New X-Men. Morrison tore the X-Men's world 
apart with science fiction-driven stories that 
further mutated the engaging main cast, 
added bizarre new players such as Cassandra 
Nova and Beak and reinvigorated the mutant 
minority metaphor with new cultural themes 
—and that's not to mention the radical visual 
makeovers, from form-fitting leather costumes 
to secondary mutations like the Beast's feline 
persona. Bold departures to be sure, but that 
didn't mean the franchise's patented soap 
opera techniques from the Chris Claremont 
and John Byrne era weren't readily embraced. 
For Morrison and the gang, a little bit of the old 
expertly mixed with a little bit of the new made 
for quite the compelling run in the X-Universe. 


1 (Image) 

Before he relinquished his artist's pencil and 
Iur Marvel's premier architect, Brian Michael 
Bendis and Marc Andreyko's true-life crime tale of an 
aging Eliot Ness' investigation of America's first serial 
killer brought a new level of verisimilitude to graphic 
crime fiction. 


1 Z6 World Special Edition 
(Fantagraphics) 

The appeal of Daniel Clowes' breakout graphic novel 

lies not from what could be predictable plotting, but 

from its engaging character work. It is the relationship 

between outsider teens Enid and Rebecca that holds 

readers in its > hilartously cynical sway from panel one. 


Я 1 = Sin. City: That Yellow Bastard 
(Dark Horse) 

& An over-the-top entry in Frank Miller's genre-redefining 
crime series, That Yellow Bastard injects heart into 

Sin City while also providing some of the series’ most 
shocking images. Disgraced police detective John 
Hartigan’s hunt to save a young girl from the wealthy, 
connected rapist who set him up for an eight-year prison stay remains 
unflinching and | unforgettable. 

Blankets (Top Shelf) 

Craig Thompson's expert handling of comics’ 
quieter moments is put to good use in this 600-page 
memoir of young love burdened by the pressures of 
evangelical Christianity. Despite the indie book’s lack of 
: serialization and limited comic shop availability, Blankets 
became the mainstream crossover success that rewrote 
the Fus on i how mass s audiences experience graphic novels. 


; E1 Daredevil By Brian Michael - 
Bendis Omnibus Vol. 1 (Marvel) 

As the '90s came to a close, no one expected a 
Daredevil run to come along that would rival Frank 
Miller's unparalleled work with the character. But Brian 
Michael Bendis and Alex Maleev's 39-issue mash-up 
of neo-noir tales, engrossing legal dramas and jaw- 
dropping superhero revisions found a way to chart a brand new 
course for Matt Murdock with each issue. 

1 Starman Omnibus (po) 
З Unlikely hero Jack Knight soars 
in James Robinson and Tony Harris’ 
| first 17 issues worth of Starman stories. 
Reluctantly forced into accepting the 
heroic Starman identity to stop a devious 
attack by his father’s archenemy, Gen X 


slacker Knight nevertheless manages to mend the broken Boy, and we thought 
relationship with his dead brother, accept his father’s Bucky coming back 
mantle and take his first steps to greatness. would be the big 


1 e America Omnibus 
ol. 1 (Marvel) 


See right 


8 Astonishing X-Men 
Omnibus (Marvel) l 
with smart, dramatic storytelling, Joss 
Whedon and John Cassaday boil Marvel's 

‚ mutants to their uncanny core with their run 
| on Astonishing X-Men, collected here in total 
(and on sale in September). Energized by 
the threat of a mutant “cure,” anchored by the resurrection 


— 


Captain America 
1 / Omnibus Vol.1 
(Marvel) 


news. This oversized collection of 
Ed Brubaker, Steve Epting and 
company's Captain America 
relaunch includes 24 issues of 

| rock-solid adventures and one 

| tragic tale of a legendary hero's 
assassination that would shake 
_ the Marvel Universe to its core. 


w ш 


of Colossus and featuring Kitty Pryde as a series cornerstone, the story 
careens straight into * territory with | big- screen style. 


1 © All Star Superman vol. 2 2 (DC) 
Until DC collects the entire Grant Morrison 

and Frank Quitely series into one volume, we'll tap 

Vol. 2 as our favored pick. From Bizarro (and Zibbaro!) 

to the Bottled City of Kandor, ASSV2 reimagines 

J and reinvigorates the more fantastical pieces of 

Superman’ s history. 


HUE 205^ Ths Golden Age (t (DO) 
Revealing the hidden stresses and 
; Subversions of post-war America in a tale where the 
disbanded Justice Society is forced into civilian life, 
James Robinson and Paul Smith's revered Elseworlds 
& story joins the building blocks of comics’ Golden Age 
d with sleek, modern storytelling to craft an essential 
DCU starter story. 


21 Preacher Vol. 7: Salvation 
(DC/Vertigo) 

Garth Ennis and Steve Dillon's satirical masterpiece 
finds its perfect stand-alone volume in Salvation. The 
story of Jesse Custer’s ascension to lawman in a small 
Texas town contrasts the horrors of societal control 
with the beauty of big-hearted freaks, and while Custer 
walks away unscathed from a peyote trip confrontation with God 
Himself, the reader is left transfrixed, if not transtarmed: 


2 300 HC (Dark Horse) 

Taking considerable liberty with 
historical fact, Frank Miller translates 
the Spartan warriors’ famed final stand 
at Thermopylae into an epic of scratchy, 
scary action sequences and testosterone-fueled characterizations. 
Formatted more like a Hollywood storyboard (that is, meant to be read 
horizontally), 300 was =e for the big screen from page one. 

Top 10 Book 1 & 2 


2 Z Top 10 Book 


Alan Moore's most inventive mainstream 
work in years mixes police procedurals 
and continuity-heavy comics for a 
surprisingly human series of stories. But 
‚ while Moore's scripts deliver drama on 
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par with “Hill Street Blues,” the hyper-detailed art by 
Gene Ha with its myriad hidden pop culture and comic 
references makes Top 10 an undeniably engrossing mix. 


100 Bullets: The 
Counterfifth 
24 ive (DC/Vertigo) 
м 5 is fifth collected volume, the head-spinning 
` conspiracy theory of Brian Azzarello and 
Eduardo Risso's high-concept crime series 

- finally begins to unravel. When battered and 
bandaged private dick Milo Garret receives the ubiquitous 100 
untraceable bullets, a classic Chandler-esque mystery turns on 
its ear as Milo's mind cracks when confronted with the history 


ofthe тсы апе his hidden connection to it. 
"12 Absolute Sandman 
Vol. 4 (DC/Vertigo) 

Neil Gaiman's groundbreaking lit-comic 
‚ series gets an “Absolutely” perfect send 
off in this oversized, extras-laden edition, 
; which puts the finishing touches on 

Я Morpheus’ Endless saga with the series’ 
final two stoyarcs, “The Kindly Ones” and “The Wake.” 


Sensitive types should ‘keep the Kleenex handy. 
2 Pride of Baghdad (DC/Vertigo) - 
Not your regular funny animal book, Brian 
K. Vaughan and artist Niko Henrichon present this 
heart-wrenching allegory about a pride of lions that 
1 escapes the Baghdad zoo during the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq in 2003 and learns the true meaning of “king of 


the jungle.” 

E ` - Black Hale t — 

p In this unnervingly surreal thriller by Charles 

BLACK HOLE Burns, angsty 19705 Seattle teens Keith and Chris come 
- to grips with "the bug," an STD that causes horrific 

mutations in its victims. Though the AIDS metaphor is 

hard to miss, it's equally compelling for its portrayal of 

disenfranchised youth: struggling WIR teen issues. 

We3 (DC/Vertigo) 


2 Three lab animals-turned-living weapons 
by an unscrupulous black ops agency find themselves 
targeted for termination in this pulse-pounding, heart- 
wrenching, high-tech update of “Old Yeller” by Grant 

\ Morrison and Frank Quitely. Trust us: You'll never look 
at your house pets the same Way again. 


higi 


OCR 


серыш 


DỌ Absolute Batman: Hush 


(DC Comics) 

Superstars Jeph Loeb and Jim Lee collaborate on this 
12-part mystery in which the Caped Crusader faces 

off against all his big baddies while trying to stop new 
menace Hush-who may or may not have longstanding 
| ties to Bruce Wayne! 


Jinx: The Definitive 
Collection (Image) 

Brian Michael Bendis pulls double duty as writer-artist 
on this classical noir crime thriller about down-on-her- 
luck bounty hunter Jinx Alameda and her race to find 
millions in missing mob money—which could be her 
only ticket to love and happiness. 


1 Transmetropolitan (DC/Vertigo) 
See sidebar. 
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JLA Vol.1 Deluxe Edition 

(DC Comics) 
In this oversized collection of Grant Morrison's first 
| nine issues of JLA with artist Howard Porter, the A-list 
! iconic League members-led by Batman, Superman 
and Wonder Woman, natch-reunite to battle would-be 
world saviors the Hyperclan, unlock the mystery of 
The Key and welcome Tomorrow Woman into the fold. 


y Whiteout Volume 1: The 
Definitive Edition (Oni press) 
Greg Rucka and Steve Lieber's stark black and 
white crime thriller crackles with energy, as U.S. 
Marshal Carrie Stetko must solve a deadly murder 
mystery while doing time in her own personal hell: 
Antaretigar 


Scott Pil; rim Vol. 1: Scott 
Pilgrim’s Precious Little Life 
(Oni Press) 
Readers will get hooked for life after reading this initial 
offering from creator Bryan Lee O'Malley, in which the 
titular slacker hero must battle the first in a series of 


seven evil ex-boyfriends to capture the heart of his 
would ВЕ paramoir: Ramona Flowers. 


Powers: "The Definitive нс 

Collection Vol. 1 (Marvel) 

This premium volume collects the first three storyarcs 

of Brian Michael Bendis and Michael Avon Oeming's 

super-crime saga, which stars Detectives Christian 

Walker and Deena Pilgrim, the go-to investigators for 

| the city’s capes-and-cowls set. Savor the butt-ton of 

| extras, including interviews, sketches, ; Commentary and more. 
Hellblazer: Dangerous Habits 
(DC/Vertigo) 

In Garth Ennis' first foray with John Constantine, he pits 

the mystical con man against a foe that supposedly 

can't be beat: lung cancer. But that's only the start of 

the story; Constantine winds up embarking on an epic 

journey to hell and back that could wind up saving his 

life—at the price of his immortal soul! 


ТИТ 
Wir 1000! 


7 Complete Concrete 
/ (Dark Horse) 


find hardcover collection of Paul Chadwick's first 10 
Issues of Concrete, but his highly detailed black and 
white drawings and the moving story of a gentle man 
trapped in a behemoth body will crack any stone 
heart and is well worth it. 


Green Lantern: Rebirth 
(DC Comics) 
Superstars Geoff Johns and Ethan Van Sciver teamed 
up for this seminal miniseries that reignited the Green 
Lantern mythos by reviving-and redeeming-Silver 
Age standard-bearer Hal Jordan, who had earlier gone 
insane and become a murderer before dying. 


L ( Hellblazer: Hard Time 

< (DC/Vertigo) 

For his initial arc on Hellblazer, Brian Azzarello 
collaborated with legendary Heavy Metal artist Richard 
Corben to put John Constantine їп prison for a murder 
he didn't commit, trading the usual supernatural 
chicanery for the scribe's patented razor-sharp barbs 
and stone-cold killer wit. 


Alias Omnibus HC 
ALT (Marvel/MAX) 
| Brian Michael Bendis and Michael Gaydos' hard-hitting, 
— ей heart-wrenching portrayal of failed superheroine- 
Í turned- private investigator Jessica Jones is simply 
E — a mature readers masterpiece. Her journey from 
[devastating defeat to eventual triumph is a joy to E 


The Authority Absolute 
A] Edition Vol. 1 (DC/WildStorm) 
Then Authority demands your obedience, so don't bother 
messing around with flimsy trades. Get the oversized 
hardcover Absolute edition of Warren Ellis and Bryan 
Hitch's “Relentless” epic so you can savor every god-killing, 
dimension- "ripping, earth- -burning, ultra-violent moment. 


| 285 .P.R. D. Vol. 5: The Black 
= Flame (Dark Horse) 


BPRD. 


_ سد‎ a. 


takes a devastating turn in this action-packed, twist- 
laden chapter from Mike Mignola, John 

Arcudi and Guy Davis when a bizarre new 

villain, the Black Flame, leads the reptiles 

on an apocalyptic rampage. 


| M Z Stray Bullets: The 
lhe Innocence of Nihilism | 
(El Capitan) | 
; The introductory chapters to David 
| Lapham's long-running crime saga are not 
| to be missed, as he subtly weaves together 
M. seven unforgettable, impactful tales over | 
а 20- уеаг span starring an array of colorful albeit flawed | 
characters; think "Crash" with a "Pulp Fiction" cast. | 
——— | 


{imag 


PERSEPOLIS 
ersepolis (Pantheon) 


АШКА of Marjane's Satrapi's poignantly funny, 
MEM insightful and moving memoir series about 
the perils and rewards of growing up in 1970s 


Iran during the Fundamentalist Revolution. 


The B.P.R.D.’s long-running feud with the Frog Monsters | 


Robert Kirkman’s take on the 
teenage hero archetype— 
angsty human-alien hybrid 
Mark Grayson-—over these 
first 25 issues is strong 
enough to deserve this high- 
The Complete | end collection: an oversized, 
| This volume contains both installments | library-worthy hardcover 
totaling nearly 
800 pages. 


= п 
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<1 (Yj A Е Pedro & Me: Friendship; Loss and 
Law Ў What | Learned (Harry Holt & Со) 

judd шї writes and draws this enlightening and 
emotionally moving memoir of “Real World Season 3” 
co-star Pedro Zamora, a 22-year-old AIDS educator 
who died from the disease In 1994 and sparked an 
international outpouring of support. 

Identity Crisis (DC Comics) 

Best-selling novelist Brad Meltzer and 
artist Rags Morales thrust the DCU into some shadowy 
territory with this wrenching mystery miniseries that 
= finds its iconic heroes scrambling to solve the murder of 
- Sue Dibny, wife of JLAer Elongated Man, while dealing 
witha i conspiratorial cover-up in their own ranks. 


| "7 Ex Machina Deluxe Edition 
7 Volume 1 (DC/WildStorm) 

It's “The West Wing,” but with a handy jetpack. In 
Brian K. Vaughan and Tony Harris' political super- 
thriller, retired hero Mitchell Hundred (aka The Great 
Machine) becomes mayor of New York City—with 
predictably unpredictable plots in these first 11 issues, 
including a sewer-dwelling madman and a serial killer targeting 
snow plow drivers. 


° اهال‎ LA: Earth 2 (Dc Comes 

82 Тһе superstar duo of Grant Morrison and 
P Frank Quitely pair up once again to pit the JLA against 
a mirror-image super-team that rules its universe with 
an iron fist, culminating in a patented mind-bending 
Morrison showdown that's anything but conventional 

—— comics combat. 

(The Complete Invincible Library Vol.1 

C4 ` (Image) 
See Sidebar. 


The Death and Return of 
Superman Omnibus 
(DC Comics) 
Whoever you were, wherever you were, whether you 
а were into comics ог not, you heard about this saga. 
Conceived at a time when the character of Superman 
was at a crossroads, The Death of Superman was like a 


ШШЩ 


| shot of adrenaline straight into the heart of comicdom. 


The Complete 
Invincible 
Library Vol. 1 
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JSA: Liberty Files (DC Comics) 
DC's Golden Age oldies get an Elseworlds 
facelift from Dan Jolley and Tony Harris, as the World 
War II-era superteam-spearheaded by Batman, 
Dr. Mid-Nite and Hourman-battles a would-be Nazi 
superman who could turn the tide of war—and that's 
before staving off an alien invader bent on ruling Earth. 


= 6 Озь; Ѕеаѕоп Eight Vol. 3: 
Wolves at the Gate 
(Dark Horse) ; 
Buffy and the Scooby gang must team with old foe 
Dracula to thwart a cell of Japanese super-vamps' 


plan to steal their Slayer mojo in this twisty, turny 
installment from Drew Goddard and Georges deanty. 


1 Kramers Ergot 7 
(Buenaventura Press) 

The New York Times dubbed this art-comics 
lovers' delight “one of the grandest English- 
language comics artifacts ever produced.” No | 
doubt, this oversized, laboriously constructed 
anthology features the best auteur cartoonists | 
working today. | 


| Death: The High Cost of | 
hel Living (DC/Vertigo) | 


| | Every 100 years, the Endless entity known as Death gets 

| to spend one day on Earth living a mortal life. But when | 
Neil Gaiman's beloved Goth girl meets suicidal Sexton 

| during her annual sojourn, she runs afoul of the evil | 
P wizard Eremite who's after Death's mystical necklace. | zm 


= 


б Х- Factor Premiere Edition 
Hardcover Vol. 1 (Marvel) 

With Peter David's noir bent and moody art from 
Ryan Sook and Dennis Calero, the first six issues of 
the X-Factor relaunch veered away from the typical 
costumed X-fare and instead featured a compelling 
blend of psychopaths, social deviants and corporate 
scum so evil they 'd make Apocalypse take heed. 


GAdecter Strange: The Oath 
(Marvel) 

Brian К. Vaughan and Marcos Martin take Marvel's 
Sorcerer Supreme off life support with this five- 
issue medical mystery, as Strange searches for 
the cure to cancer to save the life of his stricken 
servant, Wong: 


6: Planet Hulk Hc «Marvel 
Marvel's Green Goliath must play 
gladiator when Iron Man and Mr. Fantastic exile 


| Walking Dead Compendium | 
(Image Comics) | 
This masssive paperback volume—maxing out 

at 1,088 pages-houses the first 48 issues of 
Robert Kirkman's zombie epic, a shambling post- 
apocalyptic thriller about survivors dealing with 
the end of civilization. 


=| 


Punisher: Welcome Back Frank 
Marvel Premiere Classic HC 
(Marvel) 
This 12-issue 2000 Marvel Knights relaunch by 
Preacher collaborators Garth Ennis and Steve Dillon | 
put Frank Castle back on his hardcore killing track 
against mob boss Ma Gnucci, three copycat vigilantes 
and two cops tasked with bringing him in. | 


and Bryan Hitch Omnibus Vol.1 


| 35s Ultimates by Mark Millar 
(Ma 


Collecting both 13-issue installments and their 
accompanying annuals by the bombastic team of 


him to an alien world where he winds up as the 
prophesized savior, in this epic, outer space 
soap opera powerfully penned by Greg Pak and 


| Millar and Hitch, this modernist take on the Marvel U | 
finds its assembled heroes repelling — 
Hulk, alien conquerors and Russian invaders in 


F illustrated ү Carlo r 


[ | 
t ] 
| 
grandiose cinematic fashion. | Madman: | 
Invisibles Book | Gargantua | 
5 4: Bloody Hell in | medo | 
merica (DC/Vertigo) 


Mike Allred completists take 
note: Get 852 pages of the 
‘best pop-art comic around 
in this hardcover 
edition that collects 
all of Frank N. 
Steins earliest - = 
pure E 


Grant Morrison collaborated with 
Phil Jimenez for this American- 

ized edition of his mind-bending, 
gonzo adventure series, in which his 
conspiracy crusaders take a bite out of the Big 
Apple while hunting for a would-be AIDS vaccine. 


5 


Madman: Gargantua (Image) 
See sidebar. 


Gotham Central 
HC Vol. 1 (DC Comics) 
first 10 issues of Ed Brubaker 
and Greg Киска’ multi-layered 
crime opus feature the detectives 
of Gotham's Major Crimes division 


racing to stop the cop-killing Mr. 
eeze, e outed lesbian Detective Renee 


Montoya wrestles with enemies inside the 
department. 


54 Sleeper (0¢/\ - 
See sidebar. Sleeper (DC/Vertigo) 


Rule Мо. 1in the WildStorm Universe 


~ MeAGI 6 а i Yojimbo Book 
rasscutter 


ШП 


Ыт T 
К^ 


| Knight through his paces in this 12-part murder 
| mystery that finds Batman taking on both the 


(Dark ind 

In this edition of Stan Sakai's long-running 
signature series, ronin rabbit Usagi finds 
himself in the middle of a battle for a 
idi: sword forged in heaven. 


» Absolute Batman: 
The Long Halloween 
(DC Comics) 
Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale put a fledgling Dark 


Gotham mobs and a serial killer called Holiday. 


6 Absolute Planetary 
(DC/WildStorm) 

For a heaping dose of super-science that's likely to 

melt your medulla oblongata, check out the first 12 

issues of Warren Ellis and John Cassaday's magnum 

opus about a superpowered agency tasked with 

recording the secret history of the world. 


б В "катап (Магуе!) 

Jae Lee's dark, moody art complements 
Paul Jenkins' complex, nuanced tale in which the 
superpowered royal family of moon-bound alien 
genetic mutates get caught up in palace intrigue 
and drama while poised on the brink of war with 
humanity. 


[IW 


according to 
Ed Brubaker and Sean 
Phillips: never trust 
John Lynch. Rule No. 
2 in the Wildstorm 
Universe: Never trust 
Tao. Holden Carver has to do 
both to live, making his life 
pretty worthless all around. 


6 Astro City Volume 1: Life in 
the Big City (DC/WildStorm) 

Kurt Busiek's retro-cool vision of a city where superheroes 

are an everyday occurrence reads like an optimistic 

antithesis to Watchmen. It's a world with heroes, villains 

and shades of grey, but hope is always around the corner. 

And the awesome cover art by Alex Ross is sweet, too! 


po Year One (DC Comics) 
Barbara Gordon's early career gets the 
Г in this lavishly illustrated (courtesy of Marcos 
Martin) flashback story by Chuck Dixon and Scotty 
Beatty, which chronicles her earliest Bat-days, including 
her adoption into the Bat-Family and her first team-up 
with future Birds of Prey partner, Black Canary. 
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Berens: The Story of | 

the Year (Checker Books) 

- Previously little more than a Rob Liefeld 
Superman ripoff, Alan Moore reinvented 


the character as a homage to the Man of Writer Michael Avon 
| Steel archetype. After suffering amnesia, 


Supreme returns to Earth to rediscover his Koeming and artist Scott Kolins 
origins in a a story filled with endearing human moments Iu present this Jack Kirby-inspired 


TE Blood 
4 Oath (Marvel) 


and awesome ѕирегһегоіс асїїоп. ү flashback tale of the Thunder God's 
Hard Boiled | early days, as һе teams with the 
ar orse) * 
Dark Horse published two versions of this valiant Warriors Three to embark 
Frank Miller/Dave Gibbons future noir-actioner, on an epic quest across Eartha and 


a Raymond Chandler: inspired mystery by way 
of Philip K. Dick. (Be on the look out for the | Asgard to settle a blood debt. By 


super-rare Big Damn Hard Boiled, a 15-by-11- : ‘godly decree, we sayeth: a perfect blend of 


inch black and dwhite edition wit with no word Yd balloons. .) BN action, adventure and mythology! . 
Wanted HC — = 
(Тор Cow Productions) Thor: Blood Oath (Marvel) 
| Spawning a hit feature film, Mark Millar and J.G. Jones’ See sidebar. 


| twisted tale of Wesley Gibson—a would-be slacker who 
| eventually embraces a life of crime as the son of the 
world's greatest assassin-is the ideal example of the 
Scottish scribe's bold, take-no- prisoners s scripting. style. 


8 Joker (DC Comics) 

If you dug Heath Ledger's inspired 
take on Gotham's Clown Prince of Crime, Brian 
Azzarello and Lee Bermejo present this perfect 
comic complement: a white-knuckle thriller in 
which Batman's arch-foe returns to carve out his 
criminal empire. 


н | B TSrider-Man: Blue Premiere HC 
т» (Marvel) 

Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale work their retro magic in this 
flashback tale that finds Peter Parker falling in love with 
— Gwen Stacy, meeting Mary Jane Watson for the first 

- time and battling an array of his classic foes, including 
the Green Goblin, Rhino and two Vultures! 


Ultimate Spider- Man 
Collection Hardcover (Marvel) 
Once you start reading this reimagining of Marvel's 
most iconic character, you're not going to want to 
stop. This Barnes & Noble exclusive hardcover from 
Brian Michael Bendis and Mark Bagley collects 
Ultimate Spidey's first 39 adventures, as well as the 
wallcrawlers s historic debut in Amazing Fantasy #15. | 
X-Force: Famous Mutant and 

| Mortal (Marvel) 

Before they went X-Statix, X-Force gained mainstream 
media cred thanks to Peter Milligan's inspired 

| satirical take on disposable celebrity mutants and 

і Mike Allred's vibrantly kinetic visuals—a recipe for а 
delicious mutant massacre. 


825 Spy (тор Shelf ary 
Matt Kindt's painstakingly researched, 
lushly illustrated World War II spy drama reads like a 


how-to handbook on the tradecraft of espionage, yet 
never skimps on the human angles that make these 


m б-ге, & Country: The MN PC tales so compelling. 
Definitive Edition Vol. 1 (Oni Press) | me _ — - - 
Í ın this standout graphic espionage series from Greg 8 Books of Magic (DC/Vertigo) 
T| Rucka, hardened British operative Tara Chase is an Long before Harry Potter earned his 
A MI- 6 Minder who kills abroad for the crown while lightning scar, teenage Tim Hunter was destined to 
i | fending off personal demons and political agendas be the DCU's greatest mystic, but first he has to earn 
H at home. his stripes from John Constantine and the magical 
— Trench Coat Brigade in this lushly painted graphic novel 
Fathom: The Definitive written by fantasy master Neil Gaiman. 


Edition (Aspen Entertainment) = 8 


New Avengers Vol. 1: 
Breakout (Marvel) 
The blockbuster team of Brian Michael Bendis and 


There's no better testament to the late Mike Turner's 
talent and legacy than this massive, 496-page 
hardcover collection of his undersea epic starring 


stunning Aspen Matthews, the amphibious fish out David Finch relaunch Earth's Mightiest Heroes in this 
of water caught up in the struggle for control of an action-packed reboot that finds A-listers Cap, Spidey, 
undersea empire. Wolverine and Iron Man foiling a prison break at the 


a Maximum Security Raft. 
Өт; Boys: The Definitive - — oe 

Edition (Dynamite Entertainment) i G. l. Joe WWIII Omnibus 
Dive into Garth Ennis and Darick Robertson's | (Devil's Due) 
profanely profound super-satire with these first 14 _ Cobra's on the cusp of world domination, having 
‘issues, which introduce the black-ops Boys as internal H invaded the U.S. after fomenting chaos around the 
affairs cops keeping the chaotic, government-backed HÎ globe, and it takes the Joes all 12 issues of this nail- 
Capes in check. Ў biting combat epic to save the day-and democracy. 
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Human Target: Final Cut 


Quirky P.I. Christopher Chance can't tell reality from 
fiction when he takes on this mind-bending puzzler by 
Peter Milligan and Javier Pulido: He must impersonate 
a hotshot Hollywood actor who's been targeted for 


death by a would-be stalker. 
8 Last of the Independants 
(AiT/PlanetLar) 

A throwback to 1970s drive-in days, this hard-boiled, 
sepia-toned heist drama by Matt Fraction and Kieron 
Dwyer finds a trio of loveable crooks accidentally 
ripping off the mob before a final showdown in a 
ramshackle amusement park. 


The Losers Vol. 5: Endgame 
(DC/^ 
Though it's the last volume in the series, you still get 
the whole story of the relentless black-ops squad's 
death-defying campaign against a giant oil corporation 
in this masterfully plotted, politically charged revenge 
thriller trom Andy Diggle and Jock. 
8 Green Arrows Archer’: s Quest 
(DC Comics) 
The Emerald Archer and his former sidekick Arsenal 
travel down Memory Lane as they hunt for the 
à resurrected Green Arrow's former treasures, in this 
f‘ genuinely funny and heartfelt scavenger hunt directed 
[ ` by Brad Meltzer, with art by Phil Hester, that further 
cemented Ollie Queens return to the DCU. 


£ & >) The Nightly News ( (Image) 

2 WZ Jonathan Hickman began his subversion 
oft the traditional comic form with this scathing 
examination of the media's role in society. Complete 

' with hidden messages and a sinister graphic sensibility 
that evokes unsettling Big Brother themes, the series 
proves to be shocking, thought-provoking and an 

excellent introduction to one of the mediums s "rising stars. 


Vertigo) 


Criminal Vol. 2: Lawless 
(Marvel/Icon) 
To get revenge on the criminal crew who killed his brother, 
ex-soldier Tracy Lawless infiltrates their next heist, but 
n Y. winds up fending off the Feds, felons and femme fatales in 
this riveting, hard-hitting edition of Ed Brubaker and Sean 
Phillipst pulp noir. 


^ Tuc Dick Vol. 

Аба: Byrd of Paradise 
(Image) 
Imagine Thomas Magnum investigating 
supernatural mysteries in a seedy, 

sam 19505 era Hawaii, and you've got 
. Clay Moore and Steve Griffin's island- 
centered noir-complete with tropical cocktail recipes! 


30 Days of Night 
1 (IDW Publishing/ 
9 o 


rse) 
АШУ elevated by Ben Templesmith's 
{ terrifyingly good artwork, Steve 
| Niles' 2002 feature film high- 
| concept-vamps feast on an Alaskan 
town in the midst of a month- -long eclipse-gave 
birth to a horror renaissance. 
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Catwoman: 
Selina's Big 
A. Score oc) 
Darwyn Cooke blazed a “new 
frontier" with this tongue-in- 
cheek, vibrantly colored caper 

а =a = concoction starring Batman’s 
feline femme fatale, who’s 
hatching an elaborate heist with 
an old cohort she once loved— 
and betrayed. 


= W 


| Umbrella Academy: The 
Apocalypse Suite (Dark Horse) 
My Chemical Romance frontman Gerard Way hits 
a series of high notes with this frenetic, offbeat 


heroes trying to save the world—and their souls 


/ in the process. 


Wolverines Blood Debt е 

Despite its familiar tropes—while in Japan, 
Wolverine gets caught between rival crime lords 
trying to aid a young girl—it's Steve Skroce's hyper- 
kinetic. eye-popping visuals that elevate this Logan 
run to a must-read. Wolverine fighting ninjas and 
mercs in The Matrix? We're flaming there, bub! 


) Obergeist: The Director's Cut 
(Jop Cow Productions) 

In this complex, haunting adventure, Nazi scientist 
Jurghen Steinholtz finds himself on a path to 
atonement when he’s transformed into a near- 
omnipotent being and flung hundreds of years into the 
future to stop a would-be fascist IEE 

Blaze of Glory (Marvel) 

Giddyup, pardners: The Last Ride of 
Marvel's Western Heroes—with the likes of Rawhide 
Kid, Two-Gun Kid and Caleb Hammer-features a more 
realistic and violent portrayal of these classic Silver 
Age comic cowboys by John Ostrander, in an action- 
packed oater drawn by Leanardo Manco that's the 
four-color version ar "The Маршы seven.” 


а c / Vertigo) 
A dead hooker's orphaned kids drive Prairie Rose 
Reservation Deputy Dashiell Bad Horse to deal with 
his own mother issues and quench his thirst for 
vengeance in this emotionally gripping crime thriller 


s by Jason Aaron. 


* 99 


Box Office Poison 

(Top Shelf Productions) 

One of the best pure comedy-dramas ever produced 
for the graphic medium, Alex Robinson provides 


; real-world insight and emotion with his interwoven 


tales of a group of lovelorn city dwellers and their 
everyday trials and tribulations. 


© 
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SPOILERS 
AHEAD! 


The big names and hidden sems 
of television that make up the 
25 greatest sci-fi shows of all time! 


By Jake Rossen 


hilo Farnsworth didn't know it at the time, but the years he spent avoiding electric shock have 
ps very, very good to science fiction. 

Farnsworth—who came up with the rough idea of broadcast television technology when 
he was an appropriately gee-whiz child of 14—died in 1971, largely uncompensated for 
inventing the medium that's simultaneously melted brains (hello, reality TV) and fueled 
them with creative fervor. Steven Spielberg's family bought a set in 1949; he credits it as 
being the single greatest artistic influence of his youth. A mandatory appointment in his 
household was "Captain Video," a crude sci-fi series that may as well have used wadded- 
up paper for moon rocks. 

Over the decades, fantastic exploits on television have only gotten better-and 
better-looking. Done well, sci-fi removes us from the mundane and into the realm of the 
fantastic. A writer's medium, it's acted as a metaphorical cloak for topical social issues; 
serialized, it allows us to spend years-sometimes decades-following characters, often 
with the same emotional investment we put into real life. 

Hours of fiery debate—sorry about those airborne pizza slices, interns—and time 
travel via DVD have led us to assemble an indisputably disputable list of the 
top 25 sci-fi series of all time. Since that's a chunk of real estate that could easily 
get unwieldy, we decided to keep the focus on primetime, live-action series and 
miniseries. And while we're sure something great is lurking on the dial in Japan 
or other countries, we gotta be able to understand what we're watching—with the 
exception of “Lost,” natch-so American, UK or Canadian broadcasts only. 

It's been said that Farnsworth, bitter over TV's empty promises both on the tu! 
and in his own pocket, scorned the medium—with the exception of the moon landin 
Our guess is, he would've found more than a few of these shows an equally worth 
voyage into the beyond. ` „анай 


? pes ao 
(ABC, 1966-71 


Horror, you say? Er 
it's not like vampires and 
time travel are science 
fact, now are they? ABC's 
daring daytime soap- 
featuring bloodsucking 
bad boy Barnabas Collins 
(Jonathan Frid)-gave a 

| generation of viewers 
some pre-"Twilight" bite, 
with Collins in perpetual 
search for his own 
humanity. 
WATCH THIS: Episodes 
365-366 (of 1,225 
installments), where 
leading damsel Victoria 
Winters travels back 
to a time when a more 
civil Barnabas had yet to 
develop his unique taste 
for women. 


RED DWARF (вво, 1988-99, 2009) 
“Space madness” is the appropriate diagnosis for this 


lunatic series starring Craig Charles as Dave Lister, a 
last-in-command ship bum who wakes up millions of years in the 
future and millions of miles from home. His companions: a man who 
evolved from cats, a neurotic hologram and an unpredictable robot. 
All four are, like the show itself, brilliantly stupid. 

WATCH THIS: “Back to Reality,” where Lister and crew learn their 
adventures were all part of an immersive video game. (Or maybe the 
squid of despair is involved.) 


SMALLVILLE (wB/cw,2001-PRESENT) 
The adventures of a pre-tights Clark Kent (Tom 
the most geek-friendly comic adaptation ever, c 
to the margins with inside jokes (СІ 
appearances (Is that Doomsday?) and an encyclo[ а 
ОС Іоге. Filmed with ап appropriate sense of scope, it ma 
handsomest sci-fi series on TV. 
WATCH THIS: “Justice,” with a hoodie-clad Justice L 
first tentative steps into the superhero hall of fame 


Simple fact: Lou Ferrigno scared the bejesus out of us—guy 

looked like a bunch of doorknobs jammed in a sack. But 
the real muscle of the show was Bill Bixby as haunted alter ego David 
Banner, who made our hearts bleed every week in his quest for 
normalcy. His tortured soul could bench-press even the flimsiest plot. 
WATCH THIS: “Prometheus,” a two-parter with Banner stuck in mid- 
transformation: half man, half monster, all tragedy. 


? 1 NIGHT GALLERY (uec, 1970-73) 


д д THE INCREDIBLE HULK (css, 1978-82) 


Encores are never kind to visionaries, and Rod 

Serling's post-"Twilight Zone" effort was no 
exception: Fans didn't know what to make of the genre- 
bending blend of sci-fi and horror. But when "Gallery" dropped 
anchor on great source material from masters such as Richard 
Matheson, there wasn't anything more disturbing on TV. 
"Zone" was light on its feet; "Gallery" turned the lights off. 
WATCH THIS: "Silent Snow, Secret Snow," a holiday 
segment narrated by Orson Welles that featured a boy's 
preoccupation with snow that turns into one of the most 
chilling 15 minutes of TV ever-but only when you stop to 


think about it. 


eS o 1 
e = 2 
tái 


ж. »- a Nah Y СЕИ E 


IS OT GALLERI EVERETT COLLECTION, SMALLVILLE: CW 


= 


i SUPERNATURAL (wB/cw,2005-PRESENT) 
⁄ The Winchester brothers: middle America prom kings or 
demon hunters? Li'l from both sides. What fans had feared 

would be little more than an "X-Files" for tweens morphed into one of 
the dial's best chillers, a gothic soap opera with family bonding serving 
as the glue that keeps Sam (Jared Padaleki) and Dean (Jensen Ackles) 
from cracking under the paranormal pressure. 
WATCH THIS: "No Rest for the Wicked," with one sibling taking the 
ultimate season-finale trip to hell. 


HIGHLANDER: THE SERIES (syNpicATED, 1992-98) 
If there can be only one, make it Adrian Paul: The actor's 
1 g portrayal of gloomy, haunted Duncan MacLeod blows away 
Chris Lambert's big-screen relative. Though the series was 
formulaic—you just know heads will roll in act four—the 
isolation of immortality has never been so romantically realized. 
WATCH THIS: “Something Wicked,” where MacLeod is forced 


to confront the evil deeds of loyal friend Methos—perhaps not 
coincidentally, also a member of the resurrected Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse. Pwned! 


C 


NINE GREAT SCENES IN SCI-FI TV 


Who needs to remember fifth grade? Take a look at the best moments that have 
taken up permanent residence in our frontal lobes. (That's fancy talk for the elbow!) 


PLEASE SEE A DERMATOLOGIST (“V: The Final Battle") 

You can't blame teenaged Robin: She was young, impressionable and totally 
smitten by that dashing alien who came to invade: And invade he did: A few 
months later, she gave birth to a bouncing ЇЇ bundle of joy. Swell, right? Seconds 
later, out popped-lizard baby! Messed us up forever. Hence this magazine. 


FEAR IN THE EAR (Night Gallery, “The Caterpillar") 

The earwig: cursed insect that burrows a path in victims' brains, or best plot 
device ever? Both! After scummy Steven's plan to kill an associate backfires, 
he's assaulted with the pesky bug, who miraculously makes it out of the other 
ear without killing him. But the attending physician soon brings bad news in 
the line of the century. “It was a female," he intones. “And females...lay eggs.” 


HEADS WILL ROLL (Highlander: The Series, Archangel“) 

For five seasons, immortal Duncan MacLeod tolerated freshman “Immie” 
Richie, a bratty sidekick who nevertheless charmed his way, Mickey Rooney- 
style, into our hearts. Possessed by demonic forces in this season fimale, a 
delusional MacLeod chops his own friend's head off. We're still sad. 


DINNER I5 RUNNING (The Twilight Zone, “То Serve Man") 

Twist endings are usually just gimmicky attempts to lend weight to a flimsy plot. Not 
so with Rod Serling, and not so with his biggest gut-punch finale: When aliens land 
on Earth and present a book titled To Serve Man, we think we've got it made, until 
one intrepid translator figures out that it's actually. wait for it_.a cookbook! 


CYLON SURPRISE 
(Battlestar Galactica, 
“Miniseries Part Two”) 

We loved Boomer...until we 
found out she's a dirty Cylon. 
That's like learning your 
girlfriend is a transsexual; 

she's still hot, but the wiring 

is all wrong. 

SEASONAL DISORDER BATTLESTAR 
(Doctor Who, GALACTICA — 
“The Christmas Invasion”) 

After spending most of the episode comatose, a newly regenerated Doctor (David 
Tennant) finally awakens to find London under attack from a war-mongering space 
race. After offering the invaders a truce and free passage, the Time Lord finally 
reveals what kind of Doctor he will be: “No second chances. I'm that sort of man.” 
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BANG, BANG (Lost, “Two for the Road") 

You have to sympathize with Michael: all he wants is his kid back, a mission that 
would lead any man to extremes. To do that, he's forced to pop caps in both series 
regulars Anna Lucia and Libby. It was some of the most abrupt, shocking violence on 
TV, anda strong indication the show was playing for keeps. 


ANGEL OF DEATH (Buffy the Vampire Slayer, “Becoming Part Two") 
Your boyfriend bites. Literally. What to do? If you're Buffy, you take one for the 
greater good and drive a stake through his heart. But when lover Angel suddenly 
reverts back to his human self, it’s an almost unbearably tragic...uh, tragedy. 


IN THE JUNGLE... (Jekyll, “Episode Two") 

Classic moments abound in this modern-day Hyde riff, but none so delicious as 
the moment Tom Jackman is forced to give in to his alter ego to rescue his kid 
from a zoo’s lion pit. The organization that orchestrated it hears a thump on the 
roof: It’s a lion-a recently airborne, currently deceased lion. With Hyde singing 
the theme from “The Lion King,” the show officially kicks into high gear. • JR 


ONE MOMENT, PLEASE __ 


E 


BAD SIGNALS - 


THE 10 WORST SHOWS IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND 


God and the Devil. Yin and yang. “Lost” and “Manimal.” There can be no 
good without evil, a lesson imparted on us every pilot season. Ten series that 
have been proven to induce rectal bleeding: 


10. SMALL WONDER (syndicated, 1985-89) 
Your memories are liars. This joyless sitcom about a robot tween had fewer laughs 
than a colonoscopy and ended the careers of virtually everyone involved. Treat it 
like that creepy tape in “The Ring” and never watch it again. 


9. BLACK SCORPION (sci-Fi, 2001) 

This exploitative spinoff of the two “Scorpion” movies starred Michelle Lintel 
as a cop who moonlights as a crimefighting vigilante—in an incredibly impracti- 
cal, incredibly slutty costume. If you must watch, do so with the sound off. 


8. MANN AND MACHINE (NBC, 1992) 
Yancy Butler stars as a femme-bot cop desperately yearning to learn about 
human emotion. How ahout contempt for this sorry-ass premise? 


7. SPACE PRECINCT (Sky One, 1994-95) 

Hey, that "Mann and Machine” sci-fi police procedural worked so well- let's 

do it again! Ted Shackelford starred as a gruff cop charged with duty on BABYLON 5 (PrEN/TNT, 1994-99) s 

another planet. Inter-galactic drug trafficking was never so dull. With unparalleled creator ownership—he wrote most of the 
series’ 110 episodes—J. Michael Straczynski's “5” dismissed 


6. V: THE SERIES (NBC, 1984-85) the dopey, simplistic yarns of its era and presented nothing less than 
Great miniseries, poopburger ongoing: As the inhabitants of Earth struggle a televised novel, a sprawling story about a space station teetering on 
with the oppressive threat of alien lizards, special effects shotsare re-used, the Precipice of war and peace, and a giant metaphor for Earth's own 


i i - hin 
and a once-poignant parable is turned into a weekly shoot 'em-up. territorial teeth-gnashing. — A 
168 р ү р WATCH THIS: “Intersections іп Real Time,” а chamber room thriller 


5. VOYAGERS (NBC, 1982-83) that resonates in today's terrorist-paranoia climate. 


Formulaic tripe complete with cute sidekick 
Meelo Puluce (pictured), who was apparently 

named during a mushroom trip. Star Jon-Erik 1 7 
Hexum shot himself by accident shortly after 

the series ended. A year earlier, it would've 
been ruled a justifiable suicide. 


ER 
LIMITS 
(ABC, 1963-65) 
Unfairly cast by 
4. MANIMAL (NBC, 1983) зате ез асер 
More than just a bad network series, it was knockoff of “Twilight 
a punch line for decades to follow. You һауе 200e.” “Limits” was 
to pity poor Brit Simon MacCorkindale, who | essentially pulp mag 
had to endure hours of animal prosthetics and Amazing Stories 
suck lunch through a stra- only to go on set 
and have to suck some more. 


come to life: tales 
of benevolent and 
malevolent aliens, 


3. NIGHT MAN (Syndicated, 1997-99) often with a twinge 


VOYAGERS 


of despair, and the 
dangers of brilliance 
run rampant. 
Unbound by any 
network mandates 
for cheery speculative 


2. THE STARLOST (CTV, 1973-74) fiction, producers had 
When the creator of your series disowns it before it even airs, you got few limits; fans had 
problems, kid. As a giant floating Petri dish of cultures—“biospheres”—the few complaints. 
occupants of the Starlost experienced different traditions and dodged bad WATCH THIS: 
special effects. A Canadian production, between this and Howie Mandel, they Eee 
have a lot to answer for. ene ee 

1. BAYWATCH NIGHTS (Syndicated, 1995-97) government to chair 
Feverish with “X-Files” envy, producers of the lifeguard melodrama turned а fake alien invasion 
David Hasselhoff's Mitch Buchannon into a private detective specializing in in order to unite the 
paranormal mysteries. And here you thought Keanu Reeves as John Constan- world. Yeah, that'll 
tine was bad. God's greatest mistake. • J end well. 


Struck by lightning, jazz musician Johnny Domino's superpower is-insomnia. 
That, and some nonsense about being able to “sense” evil (hey, it was loosely 
based on the Malibu comic of the same name). What-the-frig-ever. Wallowing 
in the crap of his own mythology, creator Glen Larson actually trotted out the 
Manimal for a big crossover episode. Iconic idiocy. 


ERSAL HOME VIDEO, BABYLON 5: TT, THE OUTER LIMITS: EVERETT COLLECTION. 


бижтш LLAP; UNIVERSAL HOME t DEAD PONT: USA, FUTURAMA. FOT 


- кй йй 


4 DRAWING POWER 


Viewers love to be in on a secret, and the idea that time 

traveling Sam Beckett (the terrific Scott Bakula) inhabited 
troubled men (and women) gave good giggle. But where “Leap” really 
made strides was using the classic tenet of sci-fi to mask the medicinal 
taste of social tolerance: Beckett would jump into the literal skin of the 
bigoted, the persecuted, the downtrodden—and so would we. 
WATCH THIS: “The Leap Home,” with Beckett in the body of his 
16-year-old self and sadistically possessed with the knowledge of 
family tragedies to come. 


1 QUANTUM LEAP (nec, 1989-93) 


John Hughes alum Anthony Michael 
Hall starring in a moody fantasy 

about a tortured seer? Yeah, couldn't 

wait to miss it. But how could we know 

Hall's Johnny Smith-culled from 

Stephen King’s novel-was 

pitch-perfectly brooding, 

haunted by his visions 

of an apocalyptic 

future courtesy of 

slimy Greg Stilson 

(Sean Patrick Flanery)? 

Or that we'd ache for 

him as he observed his 

beloved Sarah 

(Nicole de Boer) 

happily re- 

married after 

he slipped 

into a coma? 

Or that the 

stories would be 

genuinely gripping 

suspense yarns, full of 

dread calm, tension and 

even outright horror? 

What are we, psychic? 

WATCH THIS: "Cabin 

Pressure," with Johnny 

boarding an airplane-and 

then getting a premonition 

of its fiery crash. 


15 THE DEAD ZONE (usa, 2002-07) 


10 TERRIFIC ANIMATED SERIES 


SPAWN (HBO, 1997-99) 

Poor А! Simmons: a face only a pizza oven could love, and a hot wife getting doinked 
by another man. We're not sure which version of hell is worse, but this adaptation of 
the flagship Image comic is pure geek heaven: a tortured hero with a mean streak, 
adults-only blood 'n guts and the emasculating baritone of Keith David as Spawn. 


FUTURAMA (Fox/DVD, 1999-2009) 
Anyone expecting another manic parody like “The Simpsons" from creator Matt 
Groening was an awful sad little kid Christmas morning: ^Futurama" was as much a 
sci-fi series as the institutions it parodied, taking real pleasure in depicting a world 

at once fantastic and fantastically undone by man's neglect. Plus: 

belching robots. 
) JUSTICE LEAGUE/JUSTICE LEAGUE 

UNLIMITED (Cartoon Network, 2001-06) 
“League” was the ultimate hero jam session, an all-star 
rock band with the mightiest (superman), the classic 
(Doctor Fate) and the just plain obscure (Rocket Red). 


СА, 


BATMAN: THE ANIMATED SERIES (Fax, 1992-95) 
== k A labor of love from producer Bruce Timm and 
7 am 52“. writer paul Dini, who helped restore Art 
Wn.” «А — Decogloomto Gotham and rendered its 
€ J Villains certifiably certifiable; their collective 
à, aa Ca aie Sao ско Sees Чо Fx ears to олде. 
JONNY QUEST (ABC, 1964-65) 
We defy anyone to tell us a marathon viewing of 
“Quest” accompanied by a bow! of cereal is anything 
but bliss after a crap day at work. Li'l adventurer 
Jonny is what we all wanted to be growing up: old 
enough to follow dad into danger, but still young 


7 ^v. enough to really get a kick out of it. 
— FUTURAMA 
THE VENTURE BROS. (Adult Swim, 2003-Present) 


“Jonny Quest” through the looking glass: Every character in this eccentric 
adventure series is like some kind of bizarro '605 archetype, either oozing with 
homicidal machismo (Brock Samson standing in for “Quest’s” Race Bannon), 
or tripping into trouble via two eternally dopey kids (Hank and Dean Venture, 
Quest’s dumber doppelgangers). 


AEON FLUX (MTV, 1991-95) 

Stick Japanese anime and European sex strips in a blender, and you may come close 
to replicating the stylized, fetishistic world of “Flux,” an MTV series that starred a 
latex-clad assassin sent on black-ops missions in a dystopian state. 


STAR TREK: THE ANIMATED SERIES (NBC, 1973-74) 

Taking up nearly where the live-action series left off, “Trek” featured most 
of the original cast’s voices, A-level scribes (DC Fontana, David Gerrold) anda 
genuine ambition to go where no cartoon had gone before. 


CLONE HIGH (MTV, 2002-03) 

Clones of famous historical figures are kept in a high school under government con- 
trol. Problem is, they often bear little resemblance to their originators: Abe Lincoin 
is a hot mess, Gandhi is a party monster and Joan of Arc has gone Goth. Lasting one 
season, it was just too damn weird for MTV. That's quite the honor. 


STAR 


WARS: CLONE WARS (Cartoon Network, 2003-05) 

Redundant title, fresh action: In light of the politically charged prequels, anima- 
tor Genndy Tartakovsky's ("Samurai Jack”) brutally economical series of shorts 
depicting duels, dogfights and Dooku was a welcome addition to the Star Wars 
canon. Taken in its entire 127-minute running time, the series is almost like a 
seventh movie. JR 


ANGEL (ws, 1999-04) 
A C C E 5 9 Spinoffs of popular shows usually have the product 
quality contro! of peanut butter. One happy exception 
was Joss Whedon's "Angel," which granted the tortured ex- 
beau of Buffy his own detective agency with which to investigate 


paranormal doings in L.A. If that sounds like Hellblazer, it's a 


FIVE SHOWS THAT happy homage: The series has more in common with that 
DIDN'T MAKE THE CUT influential material than even “Constantine” itself. 


As glowering antihero Angel, David Boreanaz is the 


THE GREATEST AMERICAN oxymoronic vampire, a bloodsucker with the soul of 
a human. As sidekick Cordelia, Charisma Carpenter 


HERO (ABC, 1981-83) À 
ves, William Katt is charming as the made the rare evolution from vapid bimbette to 
bumbling everyman who finds a valued heroine. Full of imagination, "Angel" staked 


its rep on its characters. Smart. 

WATCH THIS: "Reprise," an Angel-gone-bad 
reminder that there's still plenty of monster left in 
the man. 


super-suit and struggles to use it. Yes, 
Robert Culpis like a prototype Bruce 
Campbell. Yes, Connie Selleca is sex in 
a polyester pantsuit. But if you've seen 


Katt crash into a bunch of garbage 
cans once, you've seen enough. ^ THE PRISONER 
(ITV, 1967-68) 
HEROES (NBC, 2006-Present) 3 The strongest ideas are often 
Weloved “Heroes” when it was about I the simplest, and Patrick McGoohan's 
normal people—justlikeus!—trying to \ | acid-trip series announced its arrival with 
cope with weird abilities. But oncethey | an easy premise: What if James Bond goes 
became all heroic, the series fractured and retires? With everything he’s seen and 
off into so many directions—with a heard, is Her Majesty really about to let 
dozen lead characters—we got whip- ў him гоат around іп the Caribbean? Not 
lash. It's little wonder “Sylar” sounds 1 T even. McGoohan's secret agent, having 
so much like “writer.” 3. uo ; turned in his resignation, wakes up in a 
| THe ў seaside resort, free to be anything һе 
STARGATE SG-1 1 E i wants—except free. Is his own government 
(Showtime/Sci-Fi, 1997-2007) k isa TTE 3 holding him, or is the enemy? Alternately 
MacGyver messing up fools in space? confounding yet visually stimulating, its 
Sold. “Stargate” went on. And on. j brief 17-episode run is as rewind-worthy as 
And on. Last time we checked, it had ö any series ever. 
ended—but another show, “Stargate: | — WATCH THIS: "The Girl Who Was 
Atlantis," had subversively taken its т MÀ ч. Death,” a pre-village flashback with 
place. With that show ending, a third— McGoohan foiling both an assassination 
“Stargate: universe”—is alleged to be attempt and viewers’ efforts to 
in development. f pigeonhole the series. 
= FARS CAPE (Sci-Fi, 1999-2003) THE 4400 (usa, 2004-07) 
ао pinponteny exactly were According to Biblical promises, 
so lukewarm on “Farscape,” which 1 the Rapture will see a giant 
developed a small but ardent following. portion of humanity up and disappear 
anis because the idea of a spaceship- come Judgment Day, leaving us 
as-melting pot for alien races feels like sinners to rot on terra firma. But what 
a theme explored in a hundred other if they came back? That's the central 
NFF issue of “4400,” which refers to the 
alien Muppets are still Muppets. number of people who vanished as 
far back as the 1940s. When they 
ا‎ spontaneously return, the government À 
N 2 has a lot of questions. And when some Ё 
| (Syndicated, 1995-2001) begin displaying powers-telekinesis, š 
The CGI monsters premonitions—those questions š 
AUN havenow been become increasingly urgent. Like z 
> outpaced by the best sci-fi, it works as a parable š 
footageon for our own fears of abandonment, š 
PN z- YouTube. isolation and ill-prepared authority— 3 
> fs LÎ along with our innate ability to B 
7 а feeling destroy ourselves better than any Е 
threatened external force ever could. š 
1 bya WATCH THIS: “Мо Exit,” with both the 4 
Е 


таре forced to try and negotiate a peaceful 

LJ resolution while locked in captivity by 
UL a third party. 

XENA thighs. « 


AIT aa oo contingent and their opposition 


EFLY (rox, 2002-03) 

Remember when Calvin (of Hobbes, not Coolidge) imagined dinosaurs 

zipping along in F-14 tighter jets? That’s the kind of genre-sexing 
concoction that may have inspired “Firefly,” a much-missed series from 
“Buffy” creator Joss Whedon that fearlessly took on the oddball label of 
space Western. As commander of the titular cargo ship, Nathan Fillion's 
Malcolm Reynolds is an ersatz Han Solo: good-natured, but sternly protective 
of his command and crew—made up, in part, of survivors (and losers) of a 
galactic war against The Alliance- which ekes out a living however it can. Any 
show that can plausibly segue from a galactic dogfight to smugglers riding 
off into the sunset on horseback did something worth watching. 
WATCH THIS: The existential "Objects in Space," with Summer Glau's 
enigmatic River being pursued by a ruthless, Boba Fett-inspired bounty 
hunter who shares her talent for tactile psychic ability. 


V (NBC, 1983) 

While sci-fi had long been home to thinly veiled allegor un 

framework, none had quite the scope and panache of "V." 
miniseries that turned World War II into a spaceship parable. Like m 

Nazis, the "Visitors" were only 

disguised as humans; under 
their flesh, they were lizard 
like creatures eager to slurp up 
Earth's water supply! And like 
their fascist inspiration, they used 
intimidation, propaganda and 
character assassination to achieve 
their goals. Though the aliens 
possess the superior technology. 


and delicious Faye Grant- have one 
advantage: an indomitable will to 
survive. "V" stands as a singularly 
ambitious miniseries that ends on a 
surprisingly downtrodden note. 

WATCH THIS: All of it-but skip the regular 
series (see page 26), which turned a thoughtful 
allegory into a weekly game of Laser Tag. 


the series leads-macho Marc Singer 


Every bit the mutated monster 

of its title, BBC's sensational 
six-part miniseries flies from genre 
to genre without skipping a beat. 
As Tom Jackman, the beleaguered 
scientist who periodically transforms 
into the shameless, vicious Id 
boner he comes to call Mr. Hyde, 
James Nesbitt doesn't need to rely 
on expensive prosthetics or false 
choppers: Body language, a subtle 
hairline change and marvelous acting 
transform him into a cauldron of 
testosterone that’s best regarded at a 
distance, as though he can bite. (And oh, can he ever.) Hunted by a shadow 
organization eager to harness his power, Jackman struggles to make sure 
his family isn't harmed by Hyde's mischief. Not exactly a sequel to the 
Robert Louis Stevenson story-in this tale, it's considered fiction "Jekyll" is 
the best gothic-horror-romance-adventure-comedy you'll ever see. Catch it 
before Hollywood goes and mucks it all up. 
WATCH THIS: "Episode 6," which explains the origins of Jackman's 
apparent curse with deft misdirection. Also, the ringtone. (Trust us.) 


ge JEKYLL (ввс one, 2007) 


THE X-FILES (fox, 1993-02) 
Wouldn't we all liked to have had Mulder and Scully on 
the case for every strange thing that ever went bump in 
our nights. In a way, we did: Thanks to creator Chris Carter's 
"Kolchak" stepchild, the aliens, monsters and dark, creepy 


were finally audited by authority. Who could fear the Boogeyman 
with a couple of federal agents on its ass? As co-chairs of the FBI 
laughed-at-and eventually, decommissioned—paranormal office, 
David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson did more than just let the 
mutated cats out of the bag: They told a 


EX the unlikely proceedings in emotions 
b we could all recognize. Thanks to 
their obsessions, we were never left 

alone in the dark. 
WATCH THIS: "Home," 
the duo's investigation 
of an incestual rural 
family that proved so 
unsettling, network 
Fox only aired it 
twice. Trust us 
though: You won't be 
able to watch it more 
than once. 


WES FOX, V. EVERETT COLLECTION, JEKYLL: BEC STAR TREK: PARAMOUNT HOME VIDEO 
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inexplicables that populated video shelves (апа our imaginations) 


's 


gentle, subtle love story, helping ground 


CTAD 


=7 STAR TREK (usc, 1966-69) 
T Musing about the legacy of “Trek” is a little like trying to find 

a new way to say the Beatles transformed music: Both are a 
monolithic media presence with few angles left to explore. All we 
can do is reflect on the show with 2009's eyeballs, surveying the 
landscape of film, television and books that have either been directly 
spun off from the mythology or owe a substantial debt to ìt. William 
Shatner's Captain Kirk is still one of the great boob tube icons, а 
hyena of emotion with a bedroom résumé to rival Bond's; Leonard 
Nimoy's Spock is still his logical counterpoint; the stories are still 
subconscious lessons in civic tolerance. Above all, “Trek” preached— 
without really preaching-that peace and prosperity are within our 
reach, and that being a galactic superpower comes with a series of 
responsibilities. If you cannot find food for thought for today's climate 
in Gene Roddenberry's fables, you're just not hungry enough. 
WATCH THIS: “The City on the Edge of Forever,” the (rightly) lauded 
episode that sees the crew trapped in the past and Lothario Kirk 
finally meeting his match: a broken heart. 
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- Fans should reconcile one important margin note: It was never about 
the island. Granted, a giant slice of dirt in the middle of the ocean 
that can disappear, summon smoke monsters 
and seemingly grant immortality makes for 
fascinating TV. But we're invested because the 
show invests most of its time in building, brick 
by emotional brick, the stories of the men and 
women who contend with its mysteries and 
challenges, most of them haunted by demons 
long before they ever took step on Oceanic Flight 
815. "Lost" is that rarest of TV success stories: 
The anthology, with a revolving door of 
personalities and narratives, all of 
it affixed to the fulcrum of their 
sedimentary prison. No one is 
safe, and no one quite knows 
what the rules are. 
WATCH THIS: "Through the 
Looking Glass," the Season 
Three finale that ducks the 
viewer's preconceived 
notions on the show's 
flashbacks to sock them 
in the jaw with a game- 
changing finale. 


\ 
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| 
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BATTLESTAR GALACTICA (sc. fi, 2004-09) 
5 “Galactica” confounded viewers expecting а rehash of the 
70s bootleg "Star Wars” knockoff, and instead got a dark 
reflection of the country's post-terrorist era. As the anchor for 
a fleet of estranged humans desperately seeking solace onan 
undiscovered Earth, “Galactica” explored hot-button issues (ill- 
prepared authority, flexible morality, unspeakable evil) without 
reeking of preachy condescension. It all works because their 
reality isn’t far removed from our own: No rubber monsters are 
afoot, you can fly only with the aid of a ship and crewmembers 
rarely bark out techno-nonsense for the writers’ own amusement. 
WATCH THIS: “33,” the first episode after the introductory | 
miniseries sees the Galactica crew їп a literal race against death as | | 
the Cylons close in on their coordinates every 33 minutes. ] | 


Ш 


: FFY THE VAMPIRE 
j LAYER (we/upn, 1997-03) 
“Feminism” was a dirty word for 
nervous, adolescent geeks prior to Buffy's '97 
arrival. But Joss Whedon's biting wit and girl- 
power riff proved irresistible to genre fans. As 
a teenaged vampire mauler, Sarah Michelle 
Gellar was a bouncy confection of sex appeal 
and rabid independence; backed by her 
“Scooby Gang” of regulars, she stood as our 
last, unlikely hope for salvation against an 
army of pulp monsters. “Buffy” could've 
been a series of cheap gags, a vacuous 
one-joke premise that would sink like 
à the vile 1992 movie. Instead, it's a coat- 
! hanger for а rich mythology, indelible 
characters and possibly Hollywood's 
first hint that brash, comic-inspired 
projects didn't have to be dopey: 
Buffy, like the series itself, was much 
smarter than she looked. 
| WATCH THIS: "Hush," a gimmick 


| Source material and a cast 


| show-the gang's voices are stolen—that 

reaches operatic levels of tension thanks 
to the Gentlemen, a trio of unspeakable 
evil that would frighten Nosferatu. 


° 
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HE NEXT 
iENERATION 
(SYNDICATED, 1987-94) 

"Next Generation" had 
logged two strikes before it 
even aired: It was a sequel 
to a successful cult series 
with a beloved original cast, 
and it was committed to 
Syndication, where bad ideas 
(and actors) go to die. That 
it went on to become one 

of the most successful sci-fi 
series in history is owed to 
producers' reverence for the 


that, incredibly, managed to 
outpoint Kirk's brood in the min 
Patrick Stewart was the Genera 
Sophisticated that he made eve 
digestible; a further stroke of g 
alongside the Federation witho 
WATCH THIS: “All Good Thing 
struggle through three dispar, 
Captain and an aging retiree, 


ds of many. As Captain Jean-Luc Picard, 
| Patton of the Spaceways, a man so 

n the most ridiculous circumstances 
enius netted Worf, a Klingon that stood 
ut abandoning his savage roots. 

c the Series finale that sees Picard 

ate timelines as a young cadet, a prime 


you by the throat. 


WATCH THIS: “An Occurrence at Owl Cree 
French adaptation of the Ambrose Bierce 
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M. 
JON ROSE TYLER (BILLIE PIPER) AND 
DOCTOR TEN (DAVID TENNANT) 


Ug. 
DOCTOR ONE DOOR FOUR 


WILLIAM HARTNELL 
Фу 


improving his own standing at the ехрепѕе of humanity has trapped 

the Doctor (Tom Baker). Erudite bordering on the effeminate, 
this evil agent regards the smiling, jovial Doctor with a mixture of 
bemusement and contempt. 

“You,” he says to the Doctor, “are dangerously clever.” 

And that’s it. That's the sum total of the premise behind 
“Doctor Who,” the British sci-fi series that has proven itself 
to be the most durable, most charming, most altogether 
fun excursion into the unknown on the dial to date. The 
Doctor's superpower is simply that he's an incredibly 
smart man, a "Time Lord" with an ambiguous past who 
uses an antiquated police call box (the TARDIS, or Time 
And Relative Dimension In Space) to surf through the ages 
like an astrophysicist Laird Hamilton. Armed only with his 
wits (and a sonic screwdriver), often accompanied 
by a female companion (the audience's gape- 
mouthed stand-in), the Doctor plunks himself 
into impossible circumstances and then finds a 
way out. Aliens want to vaporize Earth and then 
sell off the chunks to the highest galactic bidder? He'll deal with it. A 
villain wants to steal the Mona Lisa so he can sell the six duplicates to 
unsuspecting art collectors? The Doctor will buzz himself into da vinci's 
pad and write "This is a fake" in black magic marker on each of the 


| t happened around 1979: A villain bent on distorting time and 


DOCTOR EIGHT 
PAUL MCCANN 


OCTOR WHO 


(BBC, 1963-89, 2005-PRESENT) 


UPCOMING 
DOCTOR ELEVEN 
MATT SMITH 


drafts. Wanna see the literal end of the world, five billion years from 
now? He's got your first-class ticket. 

To call “Who” a science-fiction fable is a bit of a mislabeling: Because 
of his kinetic, restless whims, he can drop himself (and the viewer) into any 
genre, Horror. Fantasy. Romance. Current Doctor David Tennant has even 
expressed interest in adding a musical to the series’ 725 installments. 
More than 800 years old, the Doctor—we never learn his true 
name, hence his working title—has the ability to re-generate 
himself up to twelve times when critically wounded. The 60s 

played host to Doctors who were older, sophisticated and 
charged gamely through cardboard sets; the 70s employed 
Baker, who adorned himself with a free-flowing scarf that 
rivals the fabric of any Todd McFarlane cape ever drawn: the 
fabulously deranged resurrection of the series in 2005-after 
a 16-year hiatus—brought us Doctors Nine and Ten, with 
Number Eleven (Matt Smith) on call for 2010. 

With his regenative lives running out, it's 
possible “Who” could finally disappear into the black 
hole of time. If it's truly the end, it will stand as sci-fi 
TV's most deliriously imaginative creation. But if 
anyone can figure out the perscription for TV immortality. it’s the Doctor. 
WATCH THIS: “The End of the World,” a jolly 2005 introduction to the 
retooled franchise and Christopher Eccleston’s manic interpretation of 
the Doctor. © 


ver the last few years, 
[[: Brubaker has built an 
impressive fan following 
on the strength of books such as Captain 
America, Daredevil, Gotharn Central, Sleeper 
and Criminal. His latest project is a Web series 
called "Angel of Death," starring Zoé Bell ("Death 
Proof") as a remorseless assassin who turns on her 
employers after suffering a serious head injury and 
developing a conscience. Featuring a notable cast including 
Lucy Lawless ("Battlestar Galactica"), Doug Jones ("Hellboy 
II: The Golden Army") and Ted Raimi ("Spider-Man 3"), the 
series debuted to wide acclaim on Sony's Crackle.com, and has 
already generated considerable buzz in Hollywood. 
Here, Brubaker discusses the origins of this project, whether 
he will answer Hollywood's siren call and what he has planned for 
fans this summer. 


What's the genesis of “Angel of Death"? 

BRUBAKER: I had this idea about a hitman who gets brain cancer 
and decides to start killing all of the people he worked for. And I 
thought it would be much more interesting if they get a knife in the 
head instead. So | just put that together and sent it in. Pretty much 
that was it. The producer gave it to the guys at Sony and everybody 
loved it and immediately bought this page and a half pitch. So it was 
kind of crazy. Unlike any other Hollywood experience I've ever had. 


Tell us about your main character, Eve, What drives her? 
She is either going crazy or she is actually seeing ghosts. Either 
one, she wants to get rid of. She is a character who has her 
humanity turned on. She's someone who wasn't an active 
human in a lot of ways. And, in a lot of ways, was a cold 
calculating sociopath who didn't think any less of killing. 
She was someone who worked as a soldier, a mercenary 
and an assassin-who was raised having no value for 
human life when suddenly a switch gets flipped in her 
brain. Suddenly people start to matter. And that's not 
something that's easy to deal with. 


Ed Brubaker 
might just be doing 
the best superhero and 
crime comics of his career, 
but is he giving 
it up for Hollywood? 


By Blair Marnell 


How did the rest of the cast 

come onboard? 

Well, we wrote the part of Vera for Lucy 

Lawless just in the hopes that we could 

get her. The director reached out to her. And I 

know the director and producer both have some 

sort of relationship with Doug Jones and had talked 

to him at the "Hellboy II" premiere about the idea of 
him playing the doctor, because they were interested to 
see if he would want to do something where he didn't have 
to wear makeup. The answer was yes. 


Zoë Bell (Eve) gives Ed Brubaker an 
eyeful on the set of "Angel of Death." 


But really, | didn't have a lot of activity in the casting other 
than the Zoë part we were all in on. They tell me that they 
didn't even tell Lucy Lawless that was for Zoé’s thing, but I'm 
assuming Lucy Lawless has the Internet, too. So she must 
have known. [Laughs] They didn't want to have her do it as 
a favor. They wanted her to do it because she thought 
it was a cool thing to do. And apparently, she had a 
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09 [SUMMER | really great time doing 
L 


IPREVIEW it. She really loved 
e the character, 
to get to play a battered old hooker 
Which is so different than anything she 
Bets to do. 

But what | discovered during this 
Process is that most actors in the world 
are not working all of the time. They 
are in-between projects or waiting for 
Production to start. And they will often 
take a few days or a week out of their life to 
БО work on something if they think it's going 
to be cool and they like the script. Money 
isn’t always the biggest factor for actors. It’s 
doing something that you think is cool and getting 
something made. Which is kind of a cool thing. 


What’s happening with the theatrical cut? 
| know this summer will be the feature film cut for DVD and, assume, 
Blu-ray. | think it will be available every other way, like iTunes, X-Box Live, 
PlayStation, cell phones... 


Was this your first screenwriting assignment? 
No, it’s the first thing I've had that's gotten made. | wrote three drafts of 
a screenplay years ago for a project called “The Fall” that David Goyer 
and his wife Jessika are attached to as producers. We've got a lot of 
people interested in it now. But it's Hollywood. You write stuff and it sits 
around forever. | did three drafts on that. And Bently Tittle, who's going 
to direct it, did a pass over my stuff, tightened it up and changed some 
| stuff and showed me everything 1 need to know about screenwriting 
by doing that. Because | was writing way too long, and he really 
showed me how to punch up the action scenes. It's a really interesting 
process. But I've written stuff that hasn't gotten made. And I've had a 
lot of jobs dangled in front of me that end up not happening. The first 
breakthrough is getting something made. It really helps a lot. Everyone 
| know in Hollywood says that. Until you actually sell something and 
Bet something made...a lot of screenwriters sell stuff that doesn't get 
made. I think that's why so many screenwriters are happy to come work 
in comics. Just to get the stuff they write seen by people seems like an 
achievement. But I'm used to instant gratification. | write comics and 
they come out two months later. 


ШИШ 


It's not all Hollywood scripts for the Portland-based writer, as his 
critically acclaimed Marvel series kick into high gear this summer 


CAPTAIN AMERICA CRIMINAL 


According to Ed Brubaker, this summer's Brubaker and Sean Phillips return to their 
sizzling Captain America storyline will be Icon-imprint crime comic Criminal witha 

a blockbuster to remember. In fact, the sequel to the “Lawless” storyline from last 
writer proclaims that the story following year. With fans digging Bru and Phillips’ 
issue #50 will be the most talked-about Incognito mature reader titles (see below), 
installment since Bru and artist Steve the writer says he hopes to entice some of 
Epting killed Steve Rogers in issue #25. those fans over to the critically acclaimed, 
“[Captain America] has some shocking if less superhero-y, series. 


revelations,” promises Brubaker. 

INCOGNITO CPICTURED] F 
DAREDEVIL “Гуе got a whole other 
With “The Return of the Kingpin” story about one of the side 
continuing through the summer-before characters.,” explains L 
writer Andy Diggle (Thunderbolts) takes Brubaker. "This is a story 
over for the departing Brubaker in the that's burning in my head that 
fall-Marvel's Man Without Fear will I need to get out. So I deci 
have to watch his own back as he teams to take another break from 
with his old enemy Wilson Fisk (aka the Criminal after the next arc 
Kingpin) against the Hand. and do that." * BM 


Just a secret one in the sum 


| ED BRUBAKER 
ISEAN P i ichi 
М ÜGNITG 1 storyline which is a Sequel to “Lawless,” 


what's happening with the 
“Sleeper” movie? 
| don't know. [Laughs] Last I heard, they 
were just waiting to get а first draft of 
the script going. When you've got Sam Raimi 
and Tom Cruise really pushing something, | 
think it'll happen. I've told them that I'd love 
to be kept in the loop, but | don’t expect to 
be involved and | certainly didn’t ask to get 
the job writing it for myself. Because that 
would be a full time job for a year or two to 
just write that one thing. | like to write a ton 
of stuff instead, 


Do you have any long term Hollywood plans? 
If | lived in L.A., I'd probably be trying to get work on a 
TV show or something. There are various TV shows that | 
love, but you have to live in L.A. to do that, and my wife won't 
let us do that. So that's not happening. [Laughs] I've thought about it 
a few times. I've had a couple of offers dangled to join shows, and luckily 
it's never been "Mad Men" or "The Wire," or | would have had to do it 
regardless of all my other writing. But | work full time in comics. | spend 
half of my day writing comics. | wrote three drafts of “Angel of Death" 
over the course of two months, and | had to write five comics in that time 
period, too. So by the time | was done with the final draft of “Angel of 
Death,” | felt like my eyes were going to fall out of my head. Through that, 
I've learned that | need to manage my time better. 


What's coming up this year in Captain America and Daredevil? 
Captain America this summer will be the biggest summer of Captain 
America ever. That's all | can say. I'm doing a secret project with one 
of the biggest artists in comics and I'm not allowed to talk about it. 
The issue right after #50 is probably one of the biggest issues we've 
done since issue 425. That has some Shocking revelations coming up. 
In Daredevil, the "Return of the King" arc is going all the way 

through the next five or six issues, The Kingpin returns to Manhattan, 
and is he after Daredevil? Or are he and Daredevil making a pact to go 
after the Hand? It's a mystery as to what is or isn't actually happening. 


Superhumans. It retells the 
Torch and pretty much ever 


Do you have any other Marvel projects coming this year? 


mer that | can't talk about. But 
" p поша һе announcing that any week 

- And Incognito is wrapping in June. In 
August, we're Starting Criminal again with a new 
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GRANT MORRISON 


The ‘Final Crisis’ and ‘R.I.P’ mastermind returns to Gotham, shakes up 


WIZARD: You're 
going back to 
| Batman with 
Batman & 
Robin alongside 
— your buddy and 
frequent collaborator 
Frank Quitely in June; what’s 
your Bat-approach this time? 
MORRISON: We want to doa 
classic Batman and Robin, but 
because it’s a different Batman 
and Robin behind the mask, we 
can play with the tone slightly. 
I've looked at the “Batman” 
TV show, and recapitulated 
that idea of those very short 
punchy stories. Each of the big 
storylines in Batman & Robin is 
going to be three issues. They're 
very tightly structured. Each 
one of them is a very big story 
of Batman, starting with the 
“Batman Reborn” arc. But be- 
cause we've got two new people 
in the roles, | was able to look 
at that TV show vibe, and make 
it more real, make it edgier. It 
will be like “Twin Peaks” meets 
Adam West. 
What villains can we expect? 
“Batman Reborn” has a bunch 
of new villains that are kind of 
creepy, fairy-tale, bad dream 
kind of characters. Professor 
Pyg. The Circus of Strange. They 
suit the tone. They give Gotham 
a bad-trippy, psychedelic edge, 
which obviously appeals to me. 
Any comment on who the new 
Batman and Robin will be? 
I'm sure lots of fans know exactly 
who they are, and I think it’s pretty 
much what people are hoping for. 
You can't please everybody, of 
course, but I think the new team is 
perfect for the times. 
You’ve said the track for this 
story was actually put down 
back in Batman #666. Should 
readers expect elements of 
that story to show up here? 
The main villain in this whole 
Opening arc, “Batman Reborn,” 
is first seen in #666. | looked at 
a Jot of threads from that 
story, so fans who want 


to see where we're going should 
check back there. 
Who else will be drawing 
besides Frank Quitely? 
Philip Tan is coming on for the 
second arc, | think. I've just 
asked Frazer Irving, because | 
loved his work on Klarion The 
Witch Boy. I've always thought 
he was made for Batman, and 
he’s working on the Azrael 
miniseries right now so this 
seems the next logical step. 
Doug Mahnke was up for one, 
but I’m not quite sure because 
he’s busy on “Blackest Night.” 
Frank Quitely will be back at the 
end of the year. 
Will you continue to develop 
stories out of Final Crisis, or is 
that over? 
I've started a series called The 
Multiversity, which will pick up a 
bunch of the strands from 52and 
Final Crisis. Back when we laid out 
the return of the Multiverse in 52, 
l asked if | could establish some of 
these books as potential ongoing 
series. We wanted to set up each 
universe as its own franchise. 
We could have a DC Multiverse 
line of books so that if you 
don't like Captain Marvel 
in the DC Universe, you 
can go read an Earth-5 
book or line of books 
with the Marvel 
Family done ina 
more traditional, 
all-ages, All-Star 
Superman style. 
So this is my big 
project for next 
year, and I'm 
working on 
books for seven 
different parallel 
universes. Each 
one is a first issue 
with a complete 
story and series 
bible. Each one 
spotlights the major 


superhero group of and white moral 
a different alternate viewpoint 
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reality. And they all link WATCHMEN'S - ) has been 
together together as a " shattered 
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seven-issue story that reimagines 
the relationship between the DCU 
and the Multiverse. 
There are reports that you'll 
do a series featuring Charlton 
comics characters. 
The Multiversity book I've been 
working on most recently is 
the Charlton story, 
particularly 
because of 
Watchmen, 
and because 
read 
the book 
again in 
anticipation 
of the 
movie. | 
thought 
it would be 
interesting to 
pick up on that sort 
of crystalline, self-reflecting 
storytelling method, so the mad 
notion | came up with was to do 
the Charlton characters ina story 
I'd construct as an update on that 
ludic Watchmen style—if Alan 
Moore and Dave Gibbons 
had pitched Watchmen now, 
rooted in a contemporary 
Political landscape but 
with the actual Charlton 
characters instead of 
b. analogues! Our Dr. 
Manhattan is the 
Ё Captain Adam 
character we had 
in Superman 
Beyond, which is 
why he had Dr. 
Manhattan's little 
hydrogen atom 
BE forehead mark. 


Ë; And instead of 
The Question 
becoming 

my Rorschach in 

this book, he’s 

actually The 


Question but his 
Randian black 
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“[Batihan & 
Robin] will he 
like ‘Twin Peaks’ 
meets Adam 
West.” 
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ET Multiverse and invites you all to experience...The Circus of Strange 


through the prism of his 
experiences as a crimelighter so 
that he sees the world through 
the multicolored lens of Spiral 
Dynamics. There's a very different 
kind of murder mystery at the 
heart and the whole thing can be 
read backwards, forwards and 
sideways. The cover is 
a peace symbol on 
fire with a quote 
from Delmore 
Schwarz: 
'Time is 
the fire in 
which we 
burn,' and 
it's the most 
complete, 
intricate single 
issue of anything 
I've ever written. I'm 
still working on it now. 
You're most intricate story 
yet? That's almost frightening. 
105 been fun to do that kind of 
style but rethink it and try to play 
a new version of that ‘sound’ 
Without copying anything directly. 
We've got 12-panel grids and 
pages where you're seeing the 
events leading to a murder, the 
murder itself and the investigation 
all happening Simultaneously 
across the same background. I'm 
right in the middle of that one, so 
it's fresh in my mind. 
So this is similar to an 
Elseworlds approach? 
Yeah, | want all of these worlds 
to be as well worked out and 
thought through as the best of 
the Elseworlds, The difference 
is, these books can and will be 
able to interact with the regular 
DCU in quite an interesting way, 
Somewhere down the line. The 
main idea is to establish new 
worlds that are big enough and 
Interesting enough in their own 
right to spawn new books. 

That's The Multiversity but I'm 
taking my time on these seven 
Issues, | want to make this the best 
Superhero story I've ever written 
50 don't expect any of this stuff 
until next year! « TONY TEOFILO 


— КОТЫ ТҮ, 
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ОП Cooks up a San Franciscotreat when 
he pits nan osborn's Dark Avengers ag ainst the 


orman 
| Uncanny X-Men in a sizzling summer: ossover! 
Fi By BlairgMarnell : 


y — œ— sr ma 


wo of Marvel's biggest franchises collide 
[i summer as the Dark Avengers head 

to the Golden Gate City to take out the 
X-Men. Comic book legend and Top Cow 
founder Marc Silvestri kicks off the six-issue 


crossover with Dark Avengers/Uncanny 
X-Men: Utopia (on sale June 6), which then 
spans into Uncanny X-Men #513-# 514 and 
Dark Avengers #7-#8 before concluding in an 
oversized one-shot issue. 

While Terry Dodson and Mike Deodato 
provide the art for Uncanny X-Men and Dark 
Avengers, respectively, this event will be 


L 


"WHO DOES HE TRUST? IS 
HE THE PLAYER, OR IS HE 
BEING PLAYED? THIS IS THE 
NIGHTMARE SCENARIO HE'S 
BEEN TRAINED FOR HIS ENTIRE 
LIFE. LET'S SEE IF HE'S AS 
SMART AS HE THINKS HE IS. 
OR AS SMART AS HE'S BEEN 
RAISED TO BE.” 


EAL 
EMMA FROST 


"WHOSE SIDE IS SHE ON? I 
HOPE THAT THE STORY SHOWS 
EMMA AT HER MOST 'EMMA- 
ESQUE.' IF YOU LOVE THE 
CHARACTER LIKE I LOVE THE 
CHARACTER, YOU'LL BE HAPPY 
INDEED. SHE HAS AN AMAZING 
YEAR AHEAD OF HER, AND IT 
STARTS WITH THIS. AND YOU'LL 
NEVER BELIEVE 
WHAT'S COMING." 


written entirely by rising comic superstar Matt 
Fraction (in consultation with Dark Avengers 
scribe Brian Michael Bendis). 

"It's the biggest thing I've ever written 
terms of scale, implication and characters,” 
enthuses Fraction. 

In the lead up to this storyline, Norman 
Osborn's Cabal of Marvel villains—Loki, Doctor 
Doom, Namor, the Hood and Emma Frost- 
faces its first major internal conflict when 
Osborn decides that the White Queen hasn't 
lived up to her promise to keep the mutants 
out of his way. This “betrayal” leads Osborn to 


Mi "HE'S GOT HIS HEAD TOGETHER. HE'S LOVELORN, ВИТ 
GETTING BACK INTO BEING A HERO AND DOING GOOD. 
HE'S ONE OF THE HEAVY HITTERS ON THE TEAM, AND 
THEY'RE ABOUT TO FACE A TEAM FULL OF HEAVY 
28 HITTERS. SO HE'S NEVER BEEN MORE IMPORTANT 
SPIRITUALLY FOR THE TEAM. TACTICALLY, HE'S ALSO OF 
GREAT IMPORTANCE. IT'S GREAT TO SEE HIM IN ACTION." 


assemble his Dark Avengers to eliminate the 
X-Men, a choice that will dramatically alter 
both titles in the months to come. 

“The status quo for both books, both 
families, is changed at the end of this,” explains 
Fraction. “In fact, it is a game-changing event 
that manages to tie the two families of Marvel 
books together in a way that they haven't been 
before. And at the same time, redefines them 
for what's to come." 

Here, Fraction offers his exclusive 
commentary on the major players in this 
heavyweight crossover storyline. 


\ WOLVERINE 


“WHOSE SIDE 16 HE ON? IS HE AN 
X-MAN? Т5 HE AN AVENGER? THE 
MAN WITH MULTIPLE MEMORIES IS 
THE MAN WITH MULTIPLE LIVES. 
THIS IS А UNIQUE STORY FOR 
HIM IN THAT ALL OF THOSE LIVES 
COME COLLIDING AT ONCE, AND 
WATCHING HIM NAVIGATE THESE 
WATERS AND FIGURE OUT WHO 
Ñ — HEIS IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS. 
Ñ HE HAS ONE OF MY FAVORITE 
MOMENTS IN THE SERIES. WITH 
2 WOLVERINE, THAT'S NOT HARD 
ч TO DO. BUT WHEN HE CHOOSES 
WHAT HIS COURSE OF ACTION IS 
GOING TO BE, I THINK IT'S ONE 
OF THOSE CHARACTER MOMENTS 
THAT REMINDS ME AS A WRITER 
AS TO WHY THE CHARACTER IS SO 
ENDURING AND POPULAR.” 


— 
COLOSSUS 
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SENTRY 


“HE IS A LIVING H-BOMB. HE'S 
MENTALLY UNSTABLE, AND 
OSBORN KEEPS HIM ON A 

VERY SHORT LEASH. HE IS THE 

ACE IN THE HOLE. IF THINGS 

GO HORRIFICALLY WRONG IN 
THE FIELD, THEY STILL HAVE 
SENTRY. WITH HIM IN THEIR 
CORNER, ALONG WITH ARES, 
PRAY FOR THE X-MEN.” 


ANGEL/ARCHANGEL 


“DARK TIMES CALL FOR DARK MEASURES. 
HE'S AN X-MAN AS ANGEL, AND AN X-FORCER 
AS ARCHANGEL. AND THIS ISN'T A TIME A 
DICHOTOMY LIKE THAT CAN SURVIVE. TS HE 
ANGEL? IS HE ARCHANGEL? WARREN'S GOING 
TO FIND OUT THE HARD WAY.“ 


IRON PATRIDT/NORMAN OSBORN 


"TIME TO SEE IF HE'S AS SMART AS HE 
THINKS HE IS. THIS IS THE FIRST REAL 
TEST OF HIS LEADERSHIP AS THE HEAD OF 
H.. M. M. E. E. AND OF THE CABAL. HE'S NOT 
THE ONLY ONE WHO HAS A VESTED INTEREST 
IN HIS SUCCESS OR FAILURE. AND HE’S NOT 
A NEOPHYTE. IN FACT, YOU'RE GOING TO 
SEE CHARACTERS THINKING HE'S A GUY IN A 
SUIT PLAYING DRESS UP, FORGETTING WHO 
HE IS. HE IS NOT TO BE UNDERESTIMATED, 
ESPECIALLY IN THAT SUIT." 


FEAST 


"BEAST IS IN THE WRONG PLACE AT THE 
WRONG TIME. IN THE LEAD-UP TO THIS 
STORY, HE HAS BEEN, FOR A VERY LONG 
WHILE, SENSING SOMETHING WAS ‘ROTTEN 
IN DENMARK,’ AND HE'S BEEN PUTTING ALL V 
THIS STUFF TOGETHER. BY THE END ОР 
#51, HE'S PUT IT TOGETHER, OR THINKS 
THAT HE HAS, AND IS AT A SPIRITUAL BULLSEYE 
BREAKING POINT. BY THE TIME THIS "THE ULTIMATE ASSASSIN FINDS 
ROLLS AROUND, HE'S LOST AT SEA INA HIMSELF WITH THE CHANCE OF A 
LOT OF WAYS. HE DOESN'T KNOW WHO LIFETIME. IT'S A GOOD DAY TO BE 
HE IS, WHAT HE'S DOING OR WHAT THE BULLSEYE. HE'S GOT A LOT oF 
ANSWERS ARE ANYMORE.” SCORES TO SETTLE WITH A LOT OF 
PEOPLE. AND I DIDN'T SAY THEY 
WERE AGAINST THE X-MEN...“ 


NS ( \ 


MOGNSTONE/ 
MS. MARVEL 


"MS. MARVEL IS NORMAN'S 

RIGHT-HAND WOMAN WHEN 

IT COMES TO FIELD ACTION. 
SHE'S READY TO PROVE THAT 
SHE'S READY FOR MORE. SHE 
IS WHO SHE IS.” 


VENOM 


"HE'S LIKE A SHARK. HE'S 

A FORCE OF NATURE. HE'S 
ALSO GOT A CHANCE FOR A 
HECK OF A FEEDING FRENZY, 
HE TRIES TO EAT EVERYBODY. 
IT'S WHAT HE DOES.” 


DAREN 


"УОИ KNOW WHO HIS DAD Is, 
RIGHT? CAUSE THAT WOULD BE 

WEIRD IF THEY CAME LOOKING 
FOR EACH OTHER IN THE MIDDLE 
OF ALL HELL BREAKING LOOSE. 
HINT...HINT...HE 16 THE ULTIMATE 

PSYCHO WITH THE ULTIMATE 
DADDY ISSUES." 


| 


“+ 


CAPTAIN MARVEL 


"ONE OF MY FAVORITE 
GRANT MORRISON 
CREATIONS. HE'S SORT OF 

A PETULANT TEEN WHO HAS 


FOUND HIMSELF IN A PLACE ` 
OF GREAT RESPONSIBILITY, ) 


ARES 


"HOW DO YOU TAKE ARES 
DOWN? SCOTT ACTUALLY HAS 
~ THAT LINE IN THE UTOPIA ISSUE. 
2 HE'S THE GOD OF WAR, AND 
HE'S FOUND HIMSELF A WAR. 
THAT'S REALLY BAD NEWS FOR 
WHOEVER'S SIDE HE'S NOT ON." 


AND THIS GIVES HIM A 
CHANCE TO STAND UP AND ” d 
DEFINE HIMSELF." O 7 dd 
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head in this giant-st 


BY KIEL PHEGLEY 


| 


ed anniversar! 


| you'll have to wait until'issue #700, when 


episodes of a Ty Show and building up 


a | Want to see] 


with wedding bell Pein B rears his ugly 
with v ar'c world, Doc Ock T issue 
wallcrawler's wi he 


7 hen Spider-Man swings into 
/ / comic shops this summer, he'll be 
lit packing some extra heft. 

Worry not-the Friendly 
Neighborhood Wallcrawler didn't spend 
Spring Break indulging in Arby's "5 for 
$5" deal. (And what a deal it is, people!). 
Instead, the thrice-monthly shipping 


| Amazing Spider-Man arrives at its 


milestone 600th issue, a massive-sized 
antniversary book that ships in June. 
“All I knew going into it is that | 
wanted a huge comic with a giant story," 
says Amazing Editor Steve Wacker of the 
#600 issue that combines a 
60-page feature story by Dan Slott and 4 
John Romita Jr. with loads of all-new. 
backup tales by the assembled corps of 
the so-called Spider-Man Brain Trust: 
Mark Waid, Joe Kelly, Marc Guggenheim, | 
Bob Gale and even Marvel Chairman | 
Emeritus, Stan Lee his own self! | 
"Anniversary issues have become 
pretty much your standard 22-page lead і 


and some scattered backups. But seeing j 


as this is Spidey and it might be my only 

shot at editing one of these anniversary 

issues, | want it to count. If it were 

Up to me, it'd be 600 pages long, but | 
apparently that would have cost $40. 50 „4 


all comics will $40 anyway.” ү 

Of course, Amazing #600 may end | 
up feeling like a $40 value thanks to à у, 
lead story featuring both the return of Я, 
A-list foe Doctor Octopus and a mystery ai 
wedding set to switch Up Spidey's status g 25 


quo ina major way. “For me, this is 
like an Amazing Spider-Man movie,” 
explains Slott of his 60-page pulse: | c 
pounder. “Before, Was telling single 


an arc, but this is one big movie story, 
and it's going to hit a lot of the beats 
an to see in a centennial issue. | 
You're going to have guest stars, action ^ 
sequences and important moments in 
the character's life allin a nice big bow. 


Steve [Wacker] is trying to make this the biggest, thickest comic of 
all-original material you've ever seen.” 

And while the Spider-crew has expectedly sworn an oath of 
secrecy on the particulars of who will walk down the aisle (see 
sidebar), even the comeback of Otto Octavius holds an air of 
mystery, as the eight-legged adversary sports a new look with 


deadly consequences for Spider-Man, courtesy of artist Phil Jimenez. 


“Phil hit it,” enthuses Waid. “He asked all the right questions about 
ОсК during the [recent Spidey] summit, and while the rest of us were 
sitting around bantering about whose diet was most poisonous, 
mine or [Executive Editor Tom] Brevoort's, Phil was dutifully 
sketching away of his own accord. When he pitched the basic idea 
for the revamped Ock, the visual knocked us out. 

“We knew that when he reappeared, it had to be big. Next to 
Norman Osborn, Doc Ock is perhaps Spidey's greatest foe," continues 
Waid. "His return deserves the red-carpet treatment-even if that 
means that the red carpet has to lead down a church aisle." 

Riding shotgun on the wild wedding ride will be a slew of original 
five-page tales written by the Brain Trust, combining with other 
anniversary extras for a 104-page blowout. "Stan's story takes sort 
of a macro look at Spidey's career from the perspective of the guy 
living it: Peter Parker," teases Wacker. "The whole thing is a real 
blast, with Stan jamming as much Spidey continuity as possible onto 
every page in the most wonderfully breezy style possible. He really 
does make it look easy." 

What won't be easy for the writers behind Peter Parker's future is 
matching the reactions—both high and low—that greeted the launch 
of the Brand New Day initiative, but Slott swears that from #600 on, 
things will only get bigger. 

“when we stepped on with the original “Brain Trust,’ we were stepping 
onto a Spider-Man that had just had a massive status quo change up in 
2007," asserts Slott. “We were building pieces for a ne world. Now that 
the world building is over and a lot of the big story threads have been 
wrapped, it's time to go to Season 2. Now the groundwork is laid, and we 

can take big gambles and tell big stories." w) 


FIGHT-LEGGED ENGAGEMENT 


| Who walks down the aisle in ‘Amazing’ #600? Our forecast, 
| with commentary from the Sp 


dey Brain Trust! 


+ PETER PARKER AND 
MARS JANE WATSON 


Could the Am creative team be crazy enough 
to flip fan expectations and bring Spidey back 
into marital blíss? 

MARK WAID: "Man, that would throw a wrench 

in things, wouldn't it? And Amazingis all about 
keeping the readers guessing..." 

DAN SLOTT: "Mary Jane is a character in the Spider- 
Man universe. We've seen her make her return in 

Е the ‘Paper Doll’ three-parter, and you heard her 
voice in $591. She's not erased from Marvel, so anything's possible." 


| JOE KELLY: "I can't take the suspense anymore. They marry, have kids and die—all 
| in this issue! They spend an uncomfortable amount of time in the afterlife where 
they realize they never really liked one another too much, and then are reborn in a 
| new life as a tiger and a potato bug. The potato bug thing is God laughing at Parker 
again. poor Peter." 


+ HARRY OSBORN AND LILY HOLLISTER 


The two Goblin villains already share a love nest; 
‘ould vows be far behind? 

WAID: “Oooh! Good theory." 

SLOTT; “With Norman Osborn running 
everything, it is kind of a Goblin world, so 

| | would have no problem with Mr. and Mrs. 

| Goblin. ‘Hey honey, let’s go over to the Goblins! 
We'll play pictionary.“ 

KELLY: “Who wears the purple pants in THAT 
family?” 


+ AUNT МАУ AND DOC OCH 


It totally almost happened once before (in 
Amazing #131), and Ock will be creeping around 
the pages of #600. 

KELLY: “There are some images that can't be 
scraped out of my mind fast enough. The May/Ock 
honeymoon is one of them. Thank you for melting 
my frontal lobe.” 

SLOTT: “Like that would happen again. Haven't you 
read that story? The only reason Doc Ock tried to 
marry her was that Aunt May had secretly inherited 
a nuclear reactor or something. I'm pretty sure 
that's what went down. Now if only we could bring that nuclear reactor back. They 
could put it behind the house in Queens. And Peter could be all, ‘This is my aunt. 
This is her house. And here's her nuclear reactor.” 


| + NORMAN OSBORN AND SOME KIND OF GWEN 
STACY CLONE 

Along shot, but 

with Norman 

playing such a big 
role in the Marvel 

и, we can't count 

out nuptials for the 
original Green Goblin. 
WAID: Really? That's 
the best long 
shot you could come up with? Me personally, 
I'm lobbying for the Grizzly and Stephen 
Colbert! That would be awesome! « KP 


Aspen emerges 
as one of the 
summer’s hottest 
publishers 


By Blair Marnell 


ith a “Fathom” movie finally in 
lj» starring the super- 

hot Megan Fox ("Transformers: 
Revenge of the Fallen"), and several 
new titles set to debut in the coming 
months, Aspen MLT looks ready to make 
a major splash this summer. Here, Aspen 
President Frank Mastromauro gives fans 
the rundown on their summer titles. 


ШЇЇ 


After a long hiatus, Soulfire (at left) 
returned in March 2009 with issue 
#8, which featured the late Michael 
Turner's final illustrated interior pages. 
Stepping in to finish Turner's last story 
was artist Joe Benitez (Supergirl), who 
teams with series writer J.T. Krul to 
wrap up the first volume with May's 
oversized issue #10. 

"It's been quite some time 
Since Soulfire's been out," admits 
Mastromauro. “Obviously it was 
something Michael wanted to finish with 
all of his heart. But unfortunately he 
just wasn't able to, Joe Benitez is one of 
our close friends who we've known for 
quite some time and we worked with him 
back at Top Cow. He graciously agreed 
to finish to the book. When | asked him, 
he was honored to complete it. And he's 
turning in some of the most amazing 
pages I've ever seen him do. It's funny, 
Joe picked up on the Series at just the 
right moment; It's like you're about an 
hour into a great action movie with the 
best action sequences coming up along 
with the finale, and that's what he gets 
to finish drawing. it's looking really cool, 
and we're really excited that people are 
finally going to Bet to see the finale of 
this book.” 

Following the May conclusion of 
Volume 1, the series will immediately 


spin off into Soulfire: New World Order, а five-issue miniseries by Krul and artist 
Francisco Herrera (Teen Titans). Several new characters are introduced, as the 
ramifications of magic’s return are explored, and many ordinary people suddenly find 
themselves with extraordinary powers. 

“Soulfire: New World Order is essentially bridging the gap between Soulfire 
Volumes 1 and 2,” explains Mastromauro. “The story steps away from the main 
characters of Volume 1, but some familiar faces remain. As magic has now come 
into the world, you see how it affects other people. We single out a small group 
in San Francisco, and see how they deal with suddenly having wings and magical 
abilities and how that affects the world. You're going to come to find out that 
even though these characters aren't connected to anyone from Volume 1, there is 
| a unique connection that we get to explore as it comes around to the end of New 
| World Order.” 
| Once Soulfire: New World Order wraps up at the end of the summer, Soulfire 
Volume 2 will launch in the fall. And according to Mastromauro, five issues of the 
second volume have already been completed. 


s ГҮ 
FATHOM 

Original Fathom co-writer J.T. Krul and current series artist Alé Garza (Gen 13) bring 
Volume 3 to an end with issue #10 later this summer, wrapping up Michael Turner's 
initially planed three-volume storyarc. Turner's epic concludes with Aspen and the Blue 
together in an uneasy alliance with humanity in order to stop the mythical Black from 
eradicating all life on Earth. 

“This is the ultimate culmination of everything that has been building since 
Fathom Volume 1,” exclaims Mastromauro. "It's going to be a big finale because 
not too many people are going to make it through the skirmish. It’s going to bea 
lot of fun. And I think fans are going to finally get a lot of payoff when they get 
to this point." 

A fourth volume of Fathom is expected to follow some time in 2010. In the 
interim, long-time Fathom supporting character Kiani will get another solo turn 
in Aspen Showcase: Kiani. Writer Marc Andreyko (Manhunter) will be providing the 
story for the one-shot, which will be released in August. Kiani may also play a part of 
another spinoff miniseries between Volumes 3 and 4. 


= „та 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT: IRIS 

Executive Assistant: Iris is the first collaboration between David Wohl and Turner since 
their 1995 run on Witchblade. The six-issue, June-shipping miniseries follows a young 
woman named Iris who is trained to act as a secretary, bodyguard and assassin for 
her ruthless employer. Over the course of the story, she begins to realize her inner 
humanity and question her loyalty to her master. While Turner was involved with the 
earliest stages of development, he was not able to produce many images because of 
his ongoing illness, so artist Eduardo Francisco steps in to provide interior art. 

"Mike did do a few pieces for this and we do have a retailer incentive cover he did 
on the first issue, but aside from that not too much," relates Mastromauro. “Funny 
enough, even before he came onboard for Soulfire, Joe Benitez was approached by 
David to do the character designs for this book almost a year and a half ago. He'll also 
be doing covers for all six issues." 


DELLEC DELLEL 


Mastromauro is also the co-creator (along with Vince Hernandez) 
of Dellec, a new series with the intriguing premise that there is 
no devil. 

"In our book, it's God who selects different people throughout 
history," reveals Mastromauro. “He gives them tasks to perform to 
help create more faith in him, whether it be Hitler, other dictators or 
other disasters in the world so that people will pray and have faith 
in him. Dellec was one of the chosen, but winds up disobeying God. 
He goes against the other chosen to expose God's deception." 

Dellecis drawn by Micah Gunnell and the first issue will launch 
in July. Additionally, every issue of Dellec will be sold for $2.50. 


ASPEN SPLASH 2009 


The annual Aspen swimsuit special, Aspen Splash 2009 will hit 
in July with pinups by some of the biggest artists in comics, as 
well as Aspen favorites like Marcus To, Garza and Francisco. 
“It's a whole lot of fun because most artists would rather draw 
a sexy girl pinup than a battle page or complicated panels,” 
laughs Mastromauro. 


EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT: IRIS 
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The summer’s cream of the 
crop from Top Cow comics 
By Mel Caylo 


46 WIZARD #212 


There. 


RETRU-EID FOR DUTY 
Techno rocks the barn at Top Cow in July 
as the publisher rolls out their crossover 
epic, Cyberforce/Hunter-Killer, a five- 
issue miniseries that pairs the company's 
most popular, tech-based properties 
and reunites writer Mark Waid (Amazing 
Spider-Man) and artist Kenneth Rocafort 
(Astonishing Tales), the team that 
wrapped the first Hunter-Killer series. 

Cyberforce, a group of cybernetically 
enhanced superhumans who team up 
to fight the corporation that created 
them, has been featured in several 
miniseries since its debut in 1992, most 
recently in a 2006 storyline by Ron 
Marz (Witchblade) which revealed their 
cybernetics had an alien origin. 

On the flipside, Hunter-Killer is 
the story of a covert group of “Ultra- 
sapiens” tasked with hunting down 
rogue members of their own kind for 
the government. At the end of the first 
series, the team’s newest member, 
Ellis-who has the ability to track other 


Ultra-sapiens—goes off to search for the 
party responsible for using the team for 
evil purposes, According to Waid, three 
years have passed since the end of the 
Hunter-Killer series and the beginning of 
this one, and Ellis has been MIA since. 
The big bad in Cyberforce/Hunter- 
Killer is a secret organization bent on 
Secretly manipulating the two teams 
against each other, but to what end? 
"These two groups are fiercely suspicious 
of each other,” Says Top Cow Publisher 
Filip Sablik. "And you can expect to see 
some clashes between these so-called 
allies before the crossover is done." 
Never read Cyberforce or Hunter- 
Killer before? Waid stresses you don't 
have to be one of the Top Cow herd for 
this storyline. "1 think readers can dive 
in whether or not they have a Ph.D. in 
Cyberforce or, Conversely, have never 
heard of the Characters," he states. 
“The whole idea is to reintroduce the 
Concepts of Cyberforce and Hunter- 
Killer to longtime and new readers 


alike in an action Story with genuine 
emotional stakes,” 


прал Е г "у пту PIRMY i 
BERSERKER: HEROES SIAR GOME i 
Milo Ventimiglia (“Heroes”) remembers when he first read what was then a TV script for 
Berserker by creator Rick Loverd. 

“Before we even went to a meeting with Rick, [my business partner] Russ [Cundiff] said to 
me, 'There's no way anybody is ever going to make this, so let's grab it!" laughs Ventimiglia. 
Through their production company, DiVide Pictures, the pair hooked up with Loverd and in 
turn, introduced it to Top Cow Productions. 

“We were on board from the word go.“ remembers Top Cow 
Publisher Filip Sablik. Fast: forward to the present, and Berserker 
is set to tear up comic shops when it launches in June. 

Berserker centers on a group of people in the present day who 
discover they possess a mysterious Norse power that turns 
them into mindless, rampaging maniacs. "Limbs are ripped 
off, faces are torn from heads-there's a lot of blood," describes Sablik. In fact, 
after checking out some of the preliminary artwork from series artist Jeremy 
Haun (WildStorm's Chuck), Cundiff relates, “First it made me completely excited, 
and then honestly, some of it turned my stomach." 

The first storyarc, which debuted with an eight-page preview in February's 
Berserker #0, is about two of these people “dealing with this [discovery] and 
choosing to try and control it,” describes Loverd. One is an American soldier 
who has returned to the States suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
and the other is a high school athlete who's deeply in love with his girlfriend, 

In trying to find out more about why this is happening to them, the two 
become aware of a much larger picture that involves others like them and an 
underground war that has been raging for thousands of years. “They're forced 
to pick a side without really knowing what it means to pick a side,” says Loverd. 

The Berserker team has an eye to introduce the property into other media in the 
future, but for now, they're concentrating on the comic book series. Ventimiglia feels comic 
fans will be receptive of Berserker because “they not only want to see a good story and 
compelling characters, but they also want to see something that’s dynamic and reaches 
beyond what the human capacity is.” w 


ALSO IN THE SUMMER 


FUSION 


Leading into Top 
E) cow's Cyberforce/ 
Hunter-Killer 
event, this three- 
sue crossover 
with Marvel's 
Mighty Avengers 
and Thunderbolts 
launches in 

May, courtesy of 
Dan Abnett and 
Andy Lanning 

а ліп art by Tyler 

n (Ultimate Fantastic Four). “Ripclaw 
the loose and wreaking havoc wherever 
as, so the Mighty Avengers move in to 
detain him,” describes Top Cow Publisher Filip 
Sablik. But when he escapes, a confrontation 
with Cyberforce becomes inevitable. 


WITCHBIADE/THE DARHWESS/ANGELUS: 
BLEU ON THE SANDS 

Three stories, each featuring a member of 
Top Cow's Trinity, are collected in this June- 
shipping one-shot by newcomer Phillip W. 
Smith and illustrated by Sheldon Mitchell 
(Witchblade Annual), Tom Grindberg (Teen 
Titans) and Admira Wijaya of IFS (Hercules: 
The Thracian Wars), which chronicles the 
hosts of those respective powers as they live 
among 13th century Arabian tribes. 


WITCHBLADE 


The “War of the Witchblades” storyline that 
kicked off in March's Witchblade #125 heats 
up during the summer, as co-bearers Sara 
Pezzini and Danielle Baptiste build toward а 
final confrontation for sole possession of the 
mystical gauntlet. “In [July's] #128, Dani and 
Sara throw down, and it’s going to be a battle 
for the ages,” exclaims Sablik. “[Writer] Ron 
[Marz] and 
[artist] 
Stjepan [Sejic] 
have long been 
building 
toward this showdown, 
and it does not disappoint!” 


THE DARKNESS 
The Darkness continues its 
ongoing storyline in Mays 
#77 and June’s #78 with 
new nemesis, The Sovereign, 
continuing to manipulate 
Darkness bearer Jackie 
Estacado to do his bidding. But 
Jackie soon grows tired of the 
arrangement and lashes out like 
only he сап, New Top Cow exclusive artist 
Nelson Blake 11 (Broken Trinity: Witchblade) 
will then draw a single-issue story in August's 
#79, which leads into a two-part story drawn 
by regular series writer Phil Hester. * MC 
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Тһе Hollywood 
infused publisher 
plans on making 
this summer a 
blockbuster 


By Blair Marnell 


eing named Best New Publisher of 2008 
B: Diamond is just the beginning of 

Radical Publishing's preparations for even 
bigger success in the summer 2009. Radical 
President and Publisher Barry Levine gives 
Wizard the inside scoop on five of the upstart's 
upcoming titles. 


“HERCULES: THE HIVES OF HUSH 


Following Hercules: The Thracian Wars, writer 
Steve Moore (Tom Strong’s Terrific Tales) 
returns to unveil the next chapter of the story: 
Hercules: The Knives of Kush. Artist Cris Bolson 
and painter Doug Sirois join the creative team 
to chronicle the adventures of Hercules and his 
surviving band of warriors as they cross into 
ancient Egypt and face the death cult Kush, a 
foe they are ill-prepared to handle. 

“When we did the first Hercules book, | 
really didn’t want to use the typical Greek 
mythology that everyone expected,” says 
Levine. “I really wanted it to be more character 
driven with a lot of action and great dialogue, 
like ‘The Seven Samurai,’ | wanted to establish 
who our characters were first before delving 
into our second book, which has a lot to do 
with exploring the deep supernatural history 
of Egyptian mythology. And we're putting 
Hercules and his mercenaries up against a 
threat that can’t be solved by swords.” 

The five-issue miniseries will be released in 
July and will feature covers by Steranko, Arthur 
Suydam and Clint Langley. A trade paperback 
of Hercules: The Thracian Wars will also be 
unleashed on stores nationwide in June. 


ALADDIN: LEGACY OF THE LOST 


Eisner-nominated writer lan Edginton 
(Stormwatch: PHD) and Radical exclusive 
artist Patrick Reilly team Up for a five-issue 
Miniseries in late summer which re-imagines 


Aladdin for а modern audience. 

“Aladdin is basically our version of ‘Lord of the Rings,“ relates Levine. "It's about 
two characters, Aladdin and his mentor Sinbad. Aladdin's character arc is kind of like 
Han Solo's in that he's self-centered at the beginning, but as he goes on his journey, 
he realizes that life is more than the pursuit of riches and comes to care about people 
besides himself.” 

п another twist to the classic story, there are two genies in this retelling. 

"There's a female genie and a male genie," continues Levine. “Prior to our story, a 
grand sorceror banished his lover to the ring and banished her lover to the lamp. And he 
placed another curse upon them: Whenever they have to grant a wish, it consumes a piece 
of their soul. Because the female genie saved his life, Aladdin feels compelled to bringing 
the ring and the lamp back together again to save both the princess and the two genies." 


INCARNATE 


ck Simmons, the son of rock legend Gene Simmons of KISS (and more recently 
nown for the reality TV series “Gene Simmons’ Family Jewels” on A&E) 
will make his debut as a comic book writer and artist on the three-issue 
nontraditional vampire miniseries, Incarnate. 
“This is a project that at one point Nick had started at another 
` company,” reveals Levine. “We don't really do licenses at our 
company. We try to focus on our own creative brands. And | 
basically passed on doing a KISS comic in order to focus on Nick's 
comic. He's got a very cinematic eye and he knows exactly what he 
wants. His book features a teenage dominatrix, secret societies, 
horror and more. It's firmly tongue in cheek, but it's a little bit 
scary as well." 

Incarnate also features Revenants, immortals who cannot die, 
sleep or age, but they are beset by an insatiable desire for human 
flesh. While this concept may sound like traditional vampires or 
zombies, Simmons insists that additional twists will reveal even greater 
А differences between them. The miniseries will be unveiled specially 
J at San Diego Comic-Con International, with a nationwide release set 

for August. Two out of the three issues are double-sized with the third 
issue being triple-sized, with Nam Kim inking and painting the interiors 
along with Jo Chen (Buffy Season 8) onboard for the covers. 


а aget Tau Е FLSTRAP: CENTER CITY 


Arthur Suydam's (Marvel Zombies) creator-owned title Cholly & Flytrap (most recently 
published by Image Comics) gets collected as a hardcover for the first time in June with 
completely re-mastered colors by the artist. 

“Arthur is an incredible storyteller,” exclaims Levine. “Arthur wrote it and he was 
the artist, this is his baby. This is our version of a buddy movie. It’s got action and a lot 
of comedy in it as well. Flytrap is a sumo wrestler who is forced into slavery on a secret 
fight world. And his partner, Cholly, is going on a quest to rescue him. Along the way, 
they're caught in the crossfire of a gang war between Siamese-twins and a paraplegic 
millionaire. It's a really fun and hilarious book by one of the masters of our medium.” 


THE LORDS OF МЕНШЕ 


Radical Publishing is also releasing a new hardcover 
edition of The Lords of Misrule by Dan Abnett, John 
Tomlinson, Steve White, Peter Snejbjerg and Gary Erskine. 
Unlike previous editions published by Dark Horse and 
Tundra UK, this new version will contain 60 additional 
pages and will be printed in color for the first time. The 
story follows a young journalist who goes back to England 
after years of living in the United States, and experiences a 
INTON PATRICK REN 2 series of horrific events in the village where he was born. 

É % “Не was brought to the states as a child by his father,” 
explains Levine. “When we meet him, he's very unhappy 
with his life and his job. Initially you don't know why, but 

something is drawing him back and giving him horrific 
nightmares. Eventually, he gives up his job and goes back 
to England to visit his old village, but strange things start 
happening to him and people around him are being brutally 
killed in an increasingly bizarre fashion. It becomes a very 
surreal experience for him." 
— EE The new edition of The Lords of Misrule will also feature a 
ARTHUR SUYDA чу wraparound cover by Simon Bisley when it hits in July. D 
x 2, Ф. 


INCARNATE 


AL 
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Dynamite rockets 
readers to the 

26th century with 

the original time-lost 
spaceman, Buck Rogers 


By Blair Marnell 


50 WIZARD #212 


Rogers comic to see print in over 20 years, 

Piloted by writer Scott Beatty (Gen13) and artist Carlos Rafael 
(BSG: Cylon Apocalypse), with covers by heavy hitters Alex Ross and 
John Cassaday, the new series arrives in stores in May with a 25-cent 
#0 issue before the regular ongoing launches in June. 

As with Dynamite's blockbuster revivals of Zorro, Lone Ranger 

and Highlander, this new series represents a modern re-imagining of 
the classic sci-fi franchise. Here, Beatty gives Wizard some exclusive 
insight into Buck and his supporting cast, as well as a first look at the 
26th century. 


Il ynamite Entertainment blasts off this summer with the first Buck 


ШП ROGERS 

“Buck's а retired fighter pilot,” 
notes Beatty. “He has grace under 
pressure. He's contemplative. He 
has a plan. At his core, he's an 
optimist. He's someone who looks 
to and plans for the future. It's just 
that he never thought he'd have to 
plan that far ahead." 


WILMA DEERING 


“Wilma Deering is as important 
to the series as Buck is,” 
exclaims Beatty, "She's the 
primary heroine of the future, 
and Buck's first contact with the 
26th century. And she has ties to 
Buck that neither of them could 
have ever anticipated.” 


DR. KUER 


“Huer's one of the smartest 

guys left in the world of the 26th 
century,” explains Beatty. “And 
he's somebody that Buck will rely 
upon significantly as he tries to 
navigate his way through Earth 
in the 26th century and attempt 
to find his way back to his own 
time in the 21st century-if such a 
thing is even possible." 


THE TI CENTURY 


“In the original strip, 
it was a dystopian 
future,” relates Beatty. 
“Earth had been 
ravaged by war and 
was divided into city 
states or ‘orgs’ as they 
were called in the 

old tales. Our future 

is much like that. 
Earth has suffered 

a half-millennium 

of conflict, and the 
world is fractured 

as a result. And it's 
every man, woman and 
creature for him, her or 
itself. Earth has gone 
through some hard times. 
And the future isn't so 
bright that you've gotta 
wear shades. Buck's a 
guy who looks to the 
future wherever he is. 
He's looking forward 
to what he hopes 
is a near-future 
where we'll have 
affordable and 
realistic space 
travel, and maybe 
even peace 
among mankind. 
But when he 
gets to the 


far future, he sees that Earth 
has achieved some of those pipe 
dreams-but at a price." 


FOSON PRINCESS 


“Ardala is what she has been 

in almost every incarnation [of 
Buck]," notes Beatty. "She's 
somebody who believes she's a 
princess. She's a 26th-century diva 
with dark designs. She's the primal 
bad girl of any century. [Femme 
fatale] is a good way to describe 
her-emphasis on fatale." 


BRING ON THE BAD GUY 


“You can't have Ardala without 
Killer Kane,” exhorts Beatty. 
“Kane has issues with Buck 
because he's obviously а 
romantic rival for Ardala and 
certainly Buck's heroics аге 
contrary to Kane's plans for the 
future. 


ALWAYS BET ON BLACH BARNEY 
"He's a great character from the 
original series. Black Barney is... 
not as dark as his name might 
imply,” teases Beatty. “But his 
motivations are mercurial. Buck 
has to watch his back whenever 
Black Barney is around. Barney's 
like a drinking buddy more than 
willing to fish into your wallet 


N after you've passed out." 


А THE BUDDY SYSTEM 


“Yeah! Buddy is also in the 
series,” enthuses 

^. Beatty. "He's Wilma 
Deering's younger 
brother. Nice kid, 
prone to being 
in the wrong 
place at the 
wrong time." 


ORIGINAL BUCK 


“What | want to do is 
as a character and as 


says Beatty. “And to 
pay homage to all the 
great ideas that Buck 
helped to engender 
within sci-fi. The whole 
heroic ray gun blazing 
archetype that really, we 
see in everything from 
Buck to Adam Strange 
to Han Solo and beyond. 
Ultimately, my goal is to 
write a rollicking sci-fi yarn 
that fans of Buck Rogers, 
both old and new, will want to 
remember.” 


be true to who Buck is 


an original sci-fi icon,” 


DSWAMITE’S SUMMER BLOW-LPS 


ЕШ SONJA 

Brian Reed's epic Red Sonja storyline will be running through the 

summer before wrapping up in issue #50. Following that, the 

title will take a shift in direction, with writer Joshua 

Ortega (Gears of War) coming on for at least an arc. 

Later in the year, artist Mel Rubi returns to the series 

in this fall's game-changing event, Queen Sonja. 
Additionally, Frank Cho and Doug Murray (Red Sonja: 

Queen of the Frozen Wastes) are writing a new four-issue 

She-Devil miniseries with fan-favorite artist Paul Renaud 

(Red Sonja: Vacant Shell) set to come out this summer. 


THULSA DOOM 


Red Sonja's nemesis will soon get his own series courtesy 
of Arvid Nelson (Rex Mundi) and artist Lui Antonio (Red 

Sonja: Doom of the Gods). Alex Ross (Avengers/Invaders) 
is doing character designs and covers. Expect the first issue 
some time in late summer. 


ATHENA 


Writer Doug Murray (Jungle Girl) pens this new four- y š 
issue miniseries featuring the goddess Athena in 
both the past and the present as she rediscovers 4 
her true nature while living as a police 
detective in New York. Fabiano Neves 
(Marvel Zombies vs. Army of Darkness) 
provides art for the sequences set in Д 
the present day, while rising star 
Paul Renaud draws the flashback й 
sequences in ancient Greece. 
Athenais expected to hit in late summer. f 


PN di 
PROJECT SUPERPOWERS VOL. 2 PS J б 
The long-awaited second volume of Alex Ross and 7g id 

Jim Krueger's epic story debuts in June with а bz 
full-sized #0 issue priced at only a $1. Joined by aM Ў 
incoming artist Edgar Salazar (Death-Defying ‘Devil, 
the first of 12 issues arrives in July and pits the Superpowers against both the Supremacy 
and their former sidekicks, the inheritors. Additionally, each issue will contain a full 22 
pages of story plus a two-page origin sequence featuring main characters Black Terror, 
"Devil, Masquerade, The Green Lama and more by artist Doug Klauba and Ross. 


THE BOYS: HEROGRSN 


One-time Hitman collaborators Garth Ennis and 
} John McCrea reunite in a six-issue miniseries that 
brings The Boys to a protected tropical island 
that serves as a hedonistic resort for superheroes 
during an event called “Herogasm.” This mini 
is reported to have all of the debauchery and 
| political intrigue of the regular series, but because 
of the setting, expect the superhero sexual 
| proclivities to be amped up to a level that only - 
Ennis could envision. 


| ВАГНЕР 
The world’s most infamous pirate gets his 
я W own comic, conceived by Eduardo Sanchez 
— and Gregg Hale (co- directors / uriters of “The 
Blair Witch Project’ " with scripts by screenwriter Jamie Nash (“Two Front 
Teeth") and Robert Napton (Battlestar Galactica: Origins) with art by Mario Guevara 
(Solomon Kane) and John Cassaday (Lone Ranger) on covers. Originally intended as 
a film project by Sanchez and Hale, Blackbeard is a meticulously researched account 
of the infamous buccaneer's life, with the first six to eight issues essentially telling 
a “Blackbeard: Year One" story. Expect Blackbeard to set sail some time in late 
summer. * BM 


ATHENA 
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| UP CLOSE 


| The f. 


with “ "арса" gi а 


| n-fave TV scribe we 


ighs ino 
d why the ‘Battl 


›п her upcoming ‘Buffy’ arc, what's hal 


| JANE ESPENSON 


^ 


lestar Galactica’ story may not be over 


WIZARD: Your 
first work on 
| Buffy Season 8 


— (issue 2210 was a 
. clever and witty 
— satire of media, 


pop culture and our 
fascination with celebrity. How 
much fun was it to write? 
ESPENSON: It was so much fun to 
write since it could be loose and 
funny. I really think it’s the most 
fun I've had writing a comic. 
Did you draw on any personal ex- 
periences from the world of TV? 
Well, | suppose a little. | know 
that CAA is the agency Harmony 
would want to be repped at, 
and | know how a pitch meeting 
I sounds, stuff like that. But you 
know, the only really inside thing 
that | used is knowing that the top 
of the clapper board is made of 
í wood and would be perfect for an 
E impromptu staking or stabbing. 
Have you heard from Andy Dick 
regarding his fate in the story? 
Nope. Probably for the best. 
How about Anderson Cooper? 
Nope. And that's a Shame -m a 
fan of The Coop. 
What details can you divulge 
about what's upcoming in 
your first full-length Buffy 
arc (starting with #26 on sale 
шү 1)? 


Mike Mignola continues to гесп 
talent to help guide his shared 


of comics: After bringing in Josh Dysart 


0ooh. There's a lot coming up. 
I'm writing this five-issue arc 
that involves Oz [the werewolf]. 
So you'll see what's going on 
in his world; there's some big 
action and a lot of talk and 
emotion, and then a whole lot of 
big action again. And we might 
see Harmony again. Might. 
There's an analogy that says, 
in essence, “Writing a novel is 
like swimming in the ocean; 
writing a screenplay is like 
swimming through treacle.” 
[EDITOR'S NOTE: Yeah, we had 
to look that up, too; “treacle” 
means cloying speech or 
„molasses, Thanks, Mr. S. A. T. I 
What are your feelings when 
it comes to writing for comics 
versus writing for TV? 
Heh! | had not heard that saying. 
I'd say, “Writing for TV is writing. 
Writing for comics is directing.” 
By far the hardest part of writing 
a comic script is that you have to 
visualize it, not just hear it. I'm 
used to leaving the details of the 
staging up to the director. 
After watching the phenom- 
enal finale of "Battlestar 
Galactica," we're wondering 
if the story is really over. Not 
only are there untold stories 
from the years during the 
series, but we're curious if 


** 


(Unknown Soldier) as cowriter for the first 
B.P.R.D. flashback series, Mignola now turns 
to Eisner Award-winning siblings Gabriel 


Ba (Umbrella Academy) and Fabio Moon 


(Sugershock) to provide awe-inspiring 


art on B.P.R.D.: 1947 #1 (on sale July 8). 


Once again, noted occult investigator 


and B.P.R.D. founder Trevor Bruttenholm 


crosses paths with the Nazi's Project 


Vampir, and learns that there are far worse 


bloodsuckers than the goose-stepping 


kind-namely a vampire noble hunting his 
Third Reich tormentors! + THE WIZARD STAFF 
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there will be any tales of the 


survivors adapting to their 4 


new home on Earth. Any 
comic plans on either of Á 
those fronts? / 
I have not been 
involved with the 
Galactica comics. | 
hope they're tackling 
those stories, 
because I think 
you're right-there are 
always stories left to be 
told. Every ship in that 
fleet had its own story, for 
one thing! 
As we know, this is the end 
for "Galactica," but we still 
have the movie “The Plan" 
to look forward to. What 
can you divulge? What new 
insights will we gain by see- 
ing the series from the Cylon 
point of view? 
can't divulge much except 
what's already been said-it 
deals with certain events from 
the first two years of the series 
from the P.O.V. of some specific 
Cylons. It's sort of a treat for 
the completist. You'll see the 
underpinnings of events you've 
seen before. 
The first episode of the series, 
“33,” was especially terrifying, 
as you never see the Cylons. 
They’re just this relentless 
and unstoppable force. Will 
we see the events of “33” from 
the Cylon perspective іп “The 
Plan?” Will we learn why they 
come every 33 minutes? 
Ahh. You will see the events of 
“33” from a Cylon perspective, 


'but don't assume where those 
Cylons will be. 


After “The Plan" comes the 


| “Battlestar” prequel, “Capri- 
{ ca,” which is already highly 

М anticipated. As showrunner, 

! what plans do you have for 
the series? 

“Caprica” is a very different 
animal from “BSG.” We're in 
the world of the Colonies, in 

a a culture in which only a few 
people are hearing the warning 


m 3 
acd ana aaa ji е 
{ога! in improm ptu stal (ing | 


Pp 


s made of 
perfect 


Ба 


bells. It will be funny, sexy, 
stylish and strange. We're 
Boing to be dealing with a 
lot of the conflicts between 
human cultures and beliefs 
that tended to get sublimated 
in the fleet when there was a 
common enemy. "Caprica" really 
feels like classic, golden age 
science fiction in a way-laying 
out a coherent alt- world that 
feels totally real and lived in, 
and which has some really 
intractable problems that we 
get to dive into. If "BSG" was 
the perfect show to watch from 
the p. Oy. of a country at war, 
I think “Caprica” is the perfect 
show to watch from the P.O.. 
of a country that's really taking 
stock of the path it's been on, 
and is trying to find solutions to 
its problems. 
How will the series tie into 
"Galactica" apart from the Cy- 
lon connection? will the series 
delve into the Cylon war down 
the line? 
We started out thinking there 
Was almost no connection to 
the “BSG” series after all, 
we're in their past. But we've 
found more already than we'd 
anticipated. And if the show 
goes on long enough, we can 
totally get to the war, What a 
800d reason to keep the show 
around for a long time! 
* JEREMY BROWN 


(SUMMER 


Have your IDs ready: 

Here’s the must-have mature 
readers books for summer! 
By Casey Seijas and the Wizard Staff 


DARK ENTRIES (DC/Vertigo) 


Best-selling international crime 
novelist lan Rankin (author of 
the acclaimed Inspector Rebus 
series) makes his first foray 
into the world of comics with 
Dark Entries, an all-new original 
graphic novel starring a very 
familiar face to Vertigo fans: 
John Constantine. Teaming 

with artist Werther Dell'Edera 
(Loveless), Rankin takes comics' 
resident Hellblazer and puts him 
in a situation that even he isn't 
able to comprehend-reality 
television. As a series of 
seemingly unrelated characters 
and supernatural elements 
begin to present themselves to 
Constantine, he slowly realizes 
that he's the centerpiece of 

a mystery that will push his 
mystical skills to the limit. (JUNE) 


DESTROYER (marverymaxy 


In the five-issue, April-launching 
Marvel/MAX miniseries 
Destroyer from writer Robert 
Kirkman (Walking Dead) and 
artist Cory Walker (Invincible) 
with covers by Jason Pearson 
(Body Bags), the Golden Age 
Destroyer (aka Keen Marlowe) 
is ready to hang up his tights 
for good after a 60-year 
crimefighting career when 
he's diagnosed with a terminal 
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illness, But, according to Marvel 
Executive Editor Axel Alonso, 
“Marlowe isn't about to go 
quietly into the night. And if 

that means hunting down-and 
murdering-every supervillain he 
can, so be it. They don't call him 
‘Destroyer’ for nothing." (APRIL) 


DOMINIC FORTUNE une 


Legendary writer/artist Howard 
Chaykin (American Flagg, 
American Century) writes, draws 
and does covers for this mature 
readers’ update of the 1930s 
adventurer that he first created 
for the black and white magazine 
Marvel Preview. (AUGUST) 


ИП! RICH (DC/Vertigo) 


Award-winning writer Brian 
Azzarello (100 Bullets) channels 
such pulp inspirations as Chandler, 
Thompson and Cain with his latest 
gritty crime offering, Filthy Rich. 
Joined by Spanish artistic sensation 
Victor Santos (Demon Cleaner), 
Filthy Rich follows a washed up 
ex-football player-turned-gumshoe 
tasked with keeping tabs ona 
spoiled party girl heiress, but he 
soon learns that the upper-crust 
play by a completely different set 
of rules, (AUGUST) 


ЇНЇ STREET (ocivertigo) 


. Acclaimed writer Peter Milligan 


TERROR INC.: 
APOCALYPSE SOON 


has made his return to Vertigo 
one to remember, both by 
taking on the imprint's flagship, 
Hellblazer, as well as launching 
his all-new ongoing, Greek Street. 
Joined by former Northlanders 
artist Davide Gianfelice, Greek 
Street offers a new look at classic 
Greek tragedies, in which we find 
a young man named Eddie in 
search of his past. However, when 
his own history catches up to him 
in a horrifying way, he unleashes 
¿g hundreds of years worth of 

| operatic human suffering, 
confined within London's red light 
district. (JUNE) 


THE NOBODY chen 


When a stranger wrapped up 
= in bandages arrives in a sleepy 
nal Canadian fishing village and shuts 
himself off in a motel room, the 
townsfolk quickly go from curious 
to outright suspicious, and what 
was meant to be a means of quiet 
solace and respite becomes much, 
much more for the mystery man. 
Therein lies the groundwork for 
up-and-coming writer/artist Jeff 
Lemire’s The Nobody, an all-new 
hardcover original graphic novel 
from the visionary behind the 
Eisner-nominated Essex County 
trilogy. Lemire likens the story 
to the H.G. Wells’ classic The 
Р, Invisible Man, saying, “For me, 
4 the whole set ир of this stranger 
in bandages—no one knows who 
he is-it just seemed like such 
an open book. Visually, it's such 
a great metaphor for secrets 
and mystery and the identity of 
things." (JUNE) 


PUNISHER: FRANK CASTLE MAX 


(Marvel/MAX) 
A new MAX Punisher arc kicks 
off in June, this one piloted 
by high-profile crime author 
Victor Gischler (Go-Go Girls of 
the Apocalypse, out in July), 
who's joined by regular series 
contributor Goran Parlov, with 
Dave Johnson (100 Bullets) on 
covers. In this four-part summer 
sizzler, Frank Castle finds 
himself traveling the Louisiana 
back roads with some horrific, 
unwanted cargo in his trunk 
when he runs smack dab into a 
world of “unspeakable depravity,” 
notes Alonso. “Frank's met a 
lot of miscreants patrolling the 
depths of hell, but he’s never met 
anything like the Geautreuxs.” 
Also in June, look for the 
one-shot Punisher: Naked Kill by 


pe. 


noted horror novelist Jonathan 
Maberry (Patient Zero) and 
returning artist Laurence 
Campbell with a cover by 

Tim Bradstreet. When Frank 
Castle decides to break up a 
murderous snuff film operation, 
he’s forced to rely on just his 
wits, bare hands and some 
scattered office cleaning 
supplies when security proves 
so tight, he can’t bring in 
any weapons! We predict 
Frank's gonna need a lot 

of that industrial ammonia 
to clean up the oceans of 
blood about to be spilled, 
but that's pretty much what 
you'd expect with a multiple 
Bram Stoker Award-winning 
writer such as Maberry at 
the helm. (JUNE) 


TERROR IHE.: 
APOCALYPSE SIN 


(Marvel/MAX) 

Stray Bullets creator 

David Lapham revives his 
decomposing anti-hero 

Mr. Terror, a millennia-old 
holdover from the Crusades 
who's cursed to live 

while his body constantly 
deteriorates, for this five- 
part sequel that kicks off 

in May with incoming artist 
Koi Turnbull (Fathom Vol. 2); 
expect more of the same gory 
fun as the original, as well 

as delightfully bloody covers 
by Jelena Kevic Djurdjevic 
(Immortal Iron Fist). (MAY) 


THE UNWRITTEN (ocvertigo 


Fans of Vertigo's epic fantasy 
series Lucifer rejoice, as the 
creative collaboration of 
writer Mike Carey and artist 
Peter Gross re-team for an 
all-new series, The 
Unwritten. In it, 
we follow the 
adventures of Tom 
Taylor, a "former child 
star" of sorts who served as 
the living inspiration for a series 
of best-selling children's books 
written by his father. However, 
Taylor soon discovers the 
fictional world of his dad's tomes 
may be real, as he's visited by 

a secret cabal that thrusts him 
on a voyage across the history 
of fiction itself, from prehistoric 
clay tablets to Frankenstein's 
nightmarish laboratories to 
the infinite stories on the j 
Internet. (MAY) O SA 
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The Dark Knight's world gets 

an overhaul this summer with 
Judd Winick's mysterious 
return to ‘Batman’ and an all- 


new lineup of Bat-Family titles 
BY KIEL PHEGLEY 


hile Judd Winick's return to a post-Battle for 
the Cowl run on Batman this June won't bring 
K Bruce Wayne back from the grave the way the 
writer resurrected Jason Todd with 2005's “under 
The Hood” story, Winick still leaves plenty of room 
for mysteries. In fact, the shroud of secrecy around 
the series (and the entire Bat-line) remains so secure 
that even the identity of Gotham's latest protector won't be 
revealed until the books themselves ship. Still, grilling the scribe on how 
this go-round with the Caped Crusader differs from past efforts shines a 
light on some of the biggest secrets of the summer. 


WIZARD: How did you get tapped to return to Batman full time? 
Had you been wanting to come back to the character since your 
last run? 
JUDD WINICK: Pretty much since | left Batman after “Under the 
Hood,” [DC V.P./Editorial] Dan [DiDio] and everybody else were looking 
for a way for me to come back. It was all about timing. A long time 
ago when we were discussing what would happen in R. I. P.“ that's 
when I patched together that it would be a good jumping-on point. 
They told me what they had in mind, I fired back with my own ideas, 
and basically, | was back with Batman. 

| love doing the character, but when I finished "Under the Hood,” 
| was pretty much done for a while. Batman is one of, if not the most, 
explored characters in comics- maybe even more so than Superman, 
because ever since Dark Knight Returns and "Death in the Family," 
which were both around 1986, that's where the true deconstruction of 
Batman began. And there have been movies that have taken him back 
to 'Year One' and everything. So the psychology of what he is and who 
he is on all levels has been dealt with both in the mainstream as well 
as the comics. As far as new territory to mine, it has to be less about 
him. That's what "Under the Hood" was all about-what happens when 
Batman's worst nightmare comes back? His greatest failure came 
back in the worst way. That was interesting to me and a completely 
new take. And this story, too, is a completely new take. 
While “under the Hood" was different than most Batman stories, 
you had a lot of the classic elements working for you, from a 
big, sprawling mystery tied to Bruce's past to a final showdown 
with the Joker. On this run, are you looking for similar Batman 
“keystones” to play with and upend? 
There is an internal mystery, which will be digging at Batman—one 
that mostly affects his emotional state rather than his ability as a 
crimefighter...but it doesn't help either. [Laughs] There are some 
obvious big bad guys, and we're saying out loud that something 
new is going on with Batman, and a lot of those issues have to be 


` dealt with-l'll say chronically dealt with. | just titled the issue I'm 


š 
š 
š 
š 
k 


writing "A New Day, A New Knight." There will be things for this 
different approach that have to be dealt-with. That being said, 
this is a Batman comic. He's chasing the bad guys; the bad guys 
are chasing him. We will be taking old villains, we'll be having 
some fantastic new villains here and there and that's the fun and 
challenge of Batman. 

We don't know who's under the cowl and acting as Batman in 
your book, but are you planning with other writers, including 
Grant Morrison, about who this person is and what his mission 
will be in a larger sense? 

My first issue bridges the gap between all these stories, and hits 
before everyone else's books do. Grant and | are basically telling the 
same story from two different points of view, and when | say that, ! 
don't mean that in my issue he's fighting Joker from one point of view 
and in Grant's issue it's the same fight from another point of view. | 
mean that mine is the solo book. Mine is Batman on his own, and it's 
a little more internal. He's still fighting bad guys and getting shot at, 
but there's a little more discussion and debate about what he's doing 
and why. There's second-guessing involved. It's introspective in the 
same way "Under the Hood" was. "Under the Hood" wasn't just about 


fighting the bad guy. ë 


BATMAN'S NEXT BATTLE 


A look inside the future of Gotham City and its latest comics lineup 


RED ROBIN 


Starring one of Batman’s former foils, Red Robin-by 
writer Chris Yost (X-Force) and artist Ramon Bachs 
(Civil War: Front Line)-sees a mystery hero patrolling 
Gotham City in the uniform Dick Grayson donned in 
Î Kingdom Come, Jason Todd wore in Countdown and 
Tim Drake recently sported in the last arc of Robin, 
leaving possibilities open for this incarnation. We do 

` know, however, that the series won't focus on sidekick 
teenage trauma the way Robin did, but ages up the franchise to a street- 
smart solo status. 


OUTSIDERS 


Already rocking as “Battle for the Cowl” got underway, 8 
the covert-ops action of Outsiders continues this summer 
thanks to the ongoing team of Peter Tomasi (Green 
Lantern Corps) and Lee Garbett (Batman). With a twisted 
mix of classic team players Black Lightning and Geo Force 
with rogue elements such as the Creeper and the new 
Owlman (at right), this monthly series holds strong ties 
to the Batman universe thanks to mission commander 


Alfred Pennyworth, who continues to expand Bruce Wayne's international 
fight during his ongoing absence. 


GOTHAM CITY SIRENS 


Paul Dini (Detective Comics) and Guillem March 
(Batman: Last Rites) rev up Batman's world with а 
little vixen va-va-voom in Gotham City Sirens, featuring 
the unlikely trio of Poison Ivy, Harley Quinn and 
Catwoman. But while all three dangerous dames boast 
reputations for criminal chicanery, this series promises 
a bit more crimefighting while still maintaining a bad- 
girl vibe. 


/ 
‚ BATMAN: STREETS OF GOTHAM LPICTUREU] 
previous Detective Comics collaborators Paul Dini and Dustin Nguyen 
keep themselves firmly planted in the DCU's most dangerous city, but 
while Dini's longstanding run on the 
company’s namesake allowed 
^ the writer to spin one-off tales 
| of Batman action, Streets of 
Gotham takes a more in-depth 
: look at the ongoing struggles 
==  _| of the franchise's supporting 
5 SAR characters, including 
: deeleaguered commissioner 


James Gordon. 


j (For more info on Grant 
Morrison and Frank Quitely's 
7 Batman & Robin project, go to 
page 36; for a sneak peek at what 
to expect when Greg Rucka and JH. 
|. williams bring Batwoman into the 
pages of Detective Comics, swing over 


ILLER IMAG 


The return of the Mice Templar headlines the big summer plans for the 


publisher of Spawn, Savage Dragon, Walking Dead and more! 
By Josh Wigler 


Oeming of the book's new assessment-l did my homework, ^ Я А 

MILF TEMPLAR regular schedule. As part of the I studied and | just hope that I'll Seid MONE EOF 
Although the heroes of Bryan monthly routine, Oeming will pass the exam.” “Volume Gane: j 
Glass and Michael Avon continue to illustrate specific While the new artists are Was about est ri The Prophecy, 
Oeming's The Mice Templar story segments and covers, but busy chewing on humble pie, world, settin ablishing our 
stand only a few inches tall, the main art chores will fall Oeming insists that their stellar revealing д Ë UP our concepts, 
the book itself is growing much upon new artist Victor Santos (and timely) artwork is the reason backstory a 115 of the 
bigger this summer. and colorist Veronica Gandini. that Templar can live on in its characters ШРЫ our 

“I'm excited at the prospect "|'m nervous," Santos new monthly format. And live on Writer iSc Вз on says 
of a monthly Mice Templar,” admits about coming onto the it shall, particularly now that the ‘Destiny,’ i 5. “Now, Volume Two, 

| says series co-writer/artist series. “It's like a high school most difficult task-settingupthe тһе action quot ^ ea 
nt picks up 
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substantially with epic battles, 
dramatic sacrifices, insidious 
court intrigue and an 
unexpected love story.” 

Several weeks have 
passed between the 
events of volumes 
one and two. 

Karic, the series’ 
protagonist, IS 

now a knight of 

the Templar and 

is training under 
Cassius, a mentor 
that is less Ben 
Kenobi and more 
Mickey from the Rocky 
movies. 

“Karic will definitely 
become a genuine warrior 
in this next arc, due mainly to 
having a genuine teacher in 
Cassius,” says Glass. “But Cassius 
has his own issues which only 
hamper the process.” 

Luckily for Karic, the budding 
mouse knight won't have to 
rely on skill alone in his new 
adventures. “At the end of ‘The 
Prophecy,’ Karic was given one 
opportunity to call upon the 
direct intervention of Wotan-the 
ultimate ‘Get-Out-Of-Jail-Free 
card’ to be used only in ‘the 
moment of great need.“ says 
Glass. “When Karic uses that 
trump card—and especially 
why he uses it-proves to be a 
stunning moment setting up 
dramatic repercussions that 
will be felt for many issues and 
volumes to come." 


WALKING DEAD 


For Rick Grimes and his band of 
not-so-merry survivors, getting 
to Washington, D.C. could mean 
salvation from the human-hungry 
zombies of The Walking Dead. 
But it's a long road "sometime 
in 2010," says creator Robert 
Kirkman-assuredly filled with all- 
new kinds of bumps along it. 
"Starting in June's issue #62 
through October's #66, we're 
going to prove once and for all 
just how dangerous humans can 
be," reveals Kirkman. "Those 
crazy people from Woodbury just 
wanted the prison. They weren't 
out just to kill-killing was a means 
toan end. This summer, our 
unfortunate cast has encountered 
a group of people who are bored 
and have decided that hunting 
humans is a good way to pass the 
time. These people are bad news." 
That's a bad omen for fan- 


SPAWN 


favorite characters Dale and 
Andrea, who've been flirting with 
the idea of breaking off from the 
group for several issues now. Good 
idea or bad idea? Says Kirkman: 
“Their situation will be wrapped 
up in a big way in the hunter 
storyline." Survey says: Bad idea! 

"There will be plenty of blood, 
guts and gore," promises Kirkman 
of this summer's developments. 
"But there's also heart-and no, 
not the bloody kind." 


INVINCIBLE 


According to writer Robert 
Kirkman, Invincible is all about 
change this summer. 

“Starting with April's issue 
#61, we see Conquest coming for a 
big confrontation with Invincible,” 
says Kirkman. “Conquest is 
the strongest Viltrumite in 
the galaxy and Invincible's 
deadliest foe yet. Mark was put 
in charge of conquering Earth 
for the Viltrumites and told 
that there'd be hell to pay if he ~ 
didn't assume control of the 
planet-Conquest is that hell." 

But for a young man in 
love man like Mark Grayson, 
newly connected with 
longtime romantic interest 
Atom Eve, the impending 
viltrumite vengeance might 
be the least of his worries. 

"There will definitely be 
astrain in Mark and Eve's 
relationship, that's for sure," 
warns Kirkman. "That's one 
way of putting it. Another 
way of putting it is that Eve is 
going to die." 

uh, what did he just 
Say?! 


"If something like [Eve 
dying] did happen, it'd be the 
least shocking event in these 
issues," Kirkman declares. 
“Invincible has a hard road 
p. ahead of him." 


SPAWN 


In this summer's Spawn 
#193, a familiar face 

ma reenters the ring-fan- 

favorite artist Greg 
Capullo will join the 
book for a one-shot 
issue in June. 

“It feels necessary," 
Capullo says of his return. 
“Spawn might have been 
created by Todd [McFarlane], 
but he belongs to me. | can't wait 
to fill his veins with my blood 
once again.” 

"The plan that the Clown 
now has of assembling his team 
is going to come into direct 
competition with some of the 
down-to-earth investigations 
that Sam and Twitch are doing," 
creator McFarlane describes of 
the one-shot's plot. 


Ml. 


Debuting this summer from 
writer Nathan Edmondson and 
artist Christian Ward, Olympus is 
a modern take on classic Greek 
mythology starring the brothers 
Castor and Pollux, made immortal 
by Zeus. 

“We find these two brothers 
serving the god of gods [in 
present times],” Edmondson 
describes. “But in the course of 
hunting down Olympus’ most 


Pneus 


notorious exile, the brothers 
release а formidable monster 
and must let go of each other 
to attempt to make things right 
again under Olympus.“ 


SAVAGE DRAGON 


Being back in blue on Chicago's 
police force may not be best for 
Savage Dragon, as creator Erik 
Larsen promises more turmoil 
down the line. 
“The destruction of one 
precinct is small potatoes 
compared to what may be 
in store,” Larsen says of 
fin-head's coming months. 
"Everybody the Dragon 
has known or cared for is a 
potential victim. Beyond that, 
everybody in the city is as 
well. There is no shortage of 
victims." 

Also, watch for the villainous 
Overlord to return "in a way 
no one will ever see coming." 
Says Larsen, who even suggests 
that Dragon may not survive 
the encounter, but "if he's going 
down, he'll go down fighting." 


DAWN 


There is a new Dawn on the 
horizon as Joseph М. Linsner 
returns to the character he 
created 20 years ago with Dawn: 
Not to Touch the Earth. 

“Not to Touch the Earth is a 
perfect place to discover Dawn 
because it is a stand-alone short 
story that reintroduces all of the 
characters,” Linsner says. “It's my 
take on a classic folktale about a 
knight who saves a faerie queen 

from a demon and gets 
invited to her faerie realm. 
I've wanted to do this story 
for years.” 

If a one-shot isn't 
enough to keep you Dawn 
lovers sated, Linsner 
reveals: “This is going to be 
the first of a handful of one- 
shots I'll be doing before 
Dawn's fourth miniseries.” 


YOUNGBLOOD 


Youngblood #9 hits shelves 
in May as series creator 

$ Rob Liefeld once again 
takes the reins on the book. 
Featuring a team of heroes 
hand-selected by newly 
elected President Barack 

! Obama, you can bet that 

‚ Youngblood is going to be 
a a heck of a ride for old and 
| new readers alike. 
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The hottest books set to make a 
splash on your summer reading list 


By Josh Wigler 3 


DCall the way to the indies, Wizard's got the rundown on the comic books you'll want 


f: the summer isn’t hot enough for you yet, don’t sweat your pants! From Marvel and 
to bring poolside in the coming months. 


rn FEN 1 TERN 


DC COMICS 


The Green Lantern motto gets put to the test when the “Blackest Night” 
descends upon the DC Universe courtesy of fan-favorite writer Geoff 
Johns, and Wizard looks to shed some light on this long-anticipated 
event that paints the skies black beginning in July. 

Hinted and teased at since Johns first took flight with Green 
Lantern in 2005's highly acclaimed Rebirth miniseries, “Blackest 
Night” features dead characters from the DC Universe returning as 
Black Lanterns, an event that stems from the machinations of the 4 
Guardian of the Universe dubbed Scar—named so for the disfigurement 7 
of her face at the hands of the Anti-Monitor during 2007's “Sinestro Corps 4 
War“ and the formation of multiple new Lantern Corps, including the у 
rage-filled Red Lanterns, the love-driven Star Sapphires, һе healing Blue 
Lantern prophets and the recently discovered Orange Lanterns of avarice. Í 

More exact details on the event remain under better guard than the 
Sciencells оп Оа, but certain information managed to break out. 

DC has already revealed two Black Lanterns: the Earth-2 Superman, 

who died at the hands of Superboy Prime during the Johns-penned Infinite 
Crisis miniseries, and who's return was originally hinted at in Justice Society v 
of America issue #1, also written by Johns; and Martian Manhunter, who 
met his match more recently during Final Crisis, when the villain Libra J 
impaled the hero with a flaming spear, 

As a massive, company-wide crossover event, practically every DC title A 
will feel the metaphorical bite of the returning dead, as fallen heroes in the : 
DCU reach numbers higher than the national debt. The main story, however, 
begins with a Blackest Night #0 prelude released on Free Comic Book Day 
and continues in both Green Lantern—with artist Doug Mahnke on pencils- “М 
and a Blackest Night miniseries with art by regular Lantern penciler 
Ivan Reis. = KEVIN MAHADEO, 
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AGENTS OF ATLAS 


AGENTS OF ATLAS 
MARVEL COMICS 
Straight out of 
the '50s and into 
your dome piece, 
Jeff Parker's Agents 
of Atlas is one of the 
best books currently 
in stores. The Golden 
Age superheroes are 
back in action thanks 
to “Dark Reign,” and 
we'll see Gorilla-Man and 
the rest battling the New 
{ Avengers in the coming 
‚ summer months. 


ROOSTER GOLD 

DC COMICS 

Booster Gold is worth the 
admission price if only for 


{ Dan Jurgens' double duty as 


series writer and illustrator. 


Luckily, he'll catch a 
break in May when 
guest writer Keith Giffen 
gives you a red scare 
resurgence to match 
your sunburn, as he 
takes Booster back to 
the Cold War! 


CAPTAIN BRITAIN 
AND МІЗ 


MARVEL COMICS 
When Pete Wisdom 
‚ unleashed an evil 

}% magical horde to defeat 
the Skrulls, he had no 

{| idea that Dracula would 
eventually lead those 
villains to take over the 
United Kingdom. This 
summer, we'll find out 

ff Captain Britain can 
save England, or if his 
country will go to the 
bloodsuckers. 


ECHO 

| ABSTRACT STUDIOS 

| When it comes to writing 
empowered women, 
there's no better game 
in comic book town than 
Terry Moore. Echo, his 
latest Abstract Studios 
effort that just hit the 
one-year mark, follows 
a young photographer 
named Julie who 
accidentally bonds with 
a techno-organic battle 
suit. Now that's what we 
call empowerment. 


GHOST RIDER 

MARVEL COMICS 
Jason Aaron's critically 
acclaimed run on Ghost Rider 
comes to a conclusion in 
August, and you won't want to 
miss the fiery finish line. Will 
Danny Ketch be redeemed? 
Can Johnny Blaze stop 
armageddon? Will hot tears 
burn our cheeks when Aaron 
leaves the book? Count on that 
last one, at least, coming true. 


GUARDIANS OF THE GALAR 
MARVEL COMICS 

All’s fair in intergalactic war, 
and the Guardians are caught 
right in the middle! Dan Abnett 
and Andy Lanning's space opera 
continues its glorious romp 
through the galaxy as the titular 
heroes find themselves in the 
midst of Blackbolt and Vulcan's 
“War of Kings”! 


ТИПП 
THOR 


MARVEL COMICS 

After the climactic events of Thor #600, in which series scribe 

J. Michael Straczysnki pitted the God of Thunder in a battle to the 
death against his grandfather thanks to Loki’s meddling, dark times 
are ahead for the hammer-slinger, as he’s been deposed and exiled 
from Asgard. 

“Now Doom-Doctor Doom!-opens his kingdom to the 
Asgardians, and a great migration begins...under Balder and Loki's 
leadership," Thor Editor Warren Simons explains. With Loki now 
aligned with Norman Osborn's Cabal of powerful villains, an alliance 
with fellow Dark Illuminati member Doom doesn't bode well for 
Marvel's Norse gods. “What is Doom's ultimate plan?" Simons 
posits. "Has Loki's final hour or victory arrived? And amid the power 
struggle, will Asgard collapse?" « THE WIZARD STAFF 
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DC COMICS 


Leaving speeding bullets and death in his dust, DC's Silver 
Age Flash returned from the great beyond in the pages of 
Final Crisis. And with The Flash: Rebirth, writer Geoff Johns 
and artist Ethan Van Sciver look to rocket speedster Barry 
Allen right into the modern era. 

Johns and Van Sciver teamed previously for another 
Rebirth in 2005—that of Green Lantern Hal Jordan. Unlike 
Green Lantern: Rebirth, which returned Hal Jordan to his 
former shining glory after the whole “Parallax destroying the 
Green Lantern Corps and almost all of reality” incident, The 
Flash: Rebirth plans on reminding readers of the importance 
of Barry Allen, who died heroically over 20 years ago during 
Crisis on Infinite Earths. With Barry back, expect every hero 
and villain in the DC Universe to feel the winds of change left in 
the speedster’s wake. 

Johns also plans on exploring the meaning of the Speed Force 
with the title, focusing mostly on Barry and his recently revived 
nephew Bart Allen (aka Kid Flash), while still featuring every 
other Flash from Jay Garrick to Wally West to Johnny Quick. Van 
Sciver has also teased giving each DC speedster a distinctive speed 
signature, similar to how he and Johns distinguished the ring slinging 
styles of each Green Lantern during Green Lantern: Rebirth. 

Although Allen managed to outrun death, death caught up with the 
Flashes when both Savitar and a mysterious black-clad speedster came 
to dead stops in The Flash: Rebirth #1. Now Allen finds himself a man 
out of time, but simultaneously back in the life he once knew as a police 
scientist searching for the answer to this murder mystery—before more of 
his friends are stopped dead in their tracks. * KM 
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sidekick Amadeus 
| Cho are doing 
| this summer in 


LUCHA ПЕН} 
IMAGE COMICS 
The quarterly-released Lucha 


the Luchadores 5, The upcoming, 
installment of the Humanoids 
series, reprinted in the U.S. 


promises to shock 
the Marvel Universe 


What happens 


when you combine MYSTERIUS: THE 
“Office Space” DNFATHOMABLE 


DC COMICS/WILDSTORM 

Jeff Parker's Mysterius: The 
Unfathomable certainly lives 
up to its title, but the fact that 
it's an awesome book is hardly 
a secret. The Wildstorm minis 
ships its final two issues this 
summer, so hurry up before it 


with a celestial 
PW battle royal? You 
3 wind up with 
Christopher Yost's 
Killer of Demons, 
a miniseries 
about the literal 
and figurative 


| Incredible Hercules, Libre ships its seventh issue in May 
and what they find In and, as expected, trouble await 
the depths of Hades е р 4 мас 


tothelcore, by Image, sees the arrival of a 

E eee Cyclops, an array of sultry Sirens — 
HILLER OF DEMONS and plenty of other surprises for 
IMAGE COMICS our constantly masked heroes. 


ratchets up all new arcs this 
summer beginning with two 
one-shots in May and June. 
The bloodletting continues 
when fan-favorite warrior Sven 
returns in July for “Sven the 
Immortal.” The only downside 
is it looks like our fan-fic 

third arc, “Sven the Disabled 
Grandpa,” is now erroneous! 


MYSTERIUS: THE 
UNFATHOMABLE 


CREDIBLE HERCULES: 
MARVEL COMICS 

If it takes practice to get to 
Carnegie Hall, then it takes dying 
to go to hell. That’s exactly what 
the Prince of Power and his 
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demons in the workplace. The 
series ends in May, but the 
ways to dismember demonic 
coworkers will remain 
everlasting throughout the 
Wizard offices. 


disappears forever—or until it 
returns as a trade paperback! 


NORTHLAND 
DC/VERTIGO 
Brian Wood's Viking saga 
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Check: out,the the 3 rest of th ү: 
tthe > 1 


Amazing Spider-Man #583 
Obama Cover variant artist 


his ground- -breaking 


nce to get t 
Your "m g ist himself! 


issue signed by the cover art 


Save up to 15% when you 
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THE DUTSIDERS RAPTURE 


] DC COMICS 
| Peter Tomasi's Outsiders 
| is this summer's 


deepest book-literally. 
G.I. Joe is staring down its biggest threat yet-the retcon. When IDW The team is heading 
Publishing acquired the rights to the G.I. Joe comic book franchise straight to the center of 
back in 2008, it wiped the slate clean, throwing “World War III” out the the Earth to combat а 
window and nixing Snake-Eyes and Scarlett's silent love affair. But, let's secretive group called 
make sure you know the other half of the battle. the Insiders. If that 


“You'll definitely see wordplay isn't enough 
different takes on older De ODE S چ‎ to entice you, how 
characters, especially as some "Gi 23777 about a mysterious 
of them have just lost their PT “a =u ل‎ character called “The 


resonance with today’s world,” 


& Outkast"? Talk about 
si as aa d à і’ Р mm the love below! 


senior editor and overlord of all | 
things Joe, “But don't worry- PROOF 
J IMAGE COMICS 
With а lead character 


it's definitely still G.I, Joe!” 
like John Prufrock-a 


Still in its infancy, IDW's 
Joe is different from the Larry 


Hama days of yore, but even well-dressed and 

the fan-favorite creator has culturally savvy 

put his stamp on the new 2 sasquatch whose supernatural MERELS. 

franchise: Hama is writing - бе exploits rival those of Hellboy- —— DCCOMICS 

the ongoing G.I. Joe Origins, 2 * Proof proves that having two When your main character is 

a series about the earlier P investigative hulking monsters ^ described as “the universe's 

days of the American heroes M ] in the comic book industry is most benevolent jerk,” you can 

featured in Chuck Dixon’s better than none. Forget the bet your bottom dollar that 

G.I. Joe monthly. А т ; pudding, you'll want to keep writer Tony Bedard's H.. f. E. L. S. 
Seeing these characters à Proof by your beach towel. is a book worth buying-or, in the 


come together in a story that | rebellious spirit of leading man 
just has never been told before, it seemed like a no-brainer to RAPTURE Vril Dox (son of Brainiac), worth 
ask Larry Hama to tell it,” says Schmidt of Origins. DARK HORSE downloading illegally. i 
In another corner of the Joe-niverse is G.I. Joe: Cobra, a miniseries How can you pass on a 
from writers Christos Gage and Mike Costa. In Cobra, Joe espionage book written and illustrated АРШ 
specialist Chuckles goes undercover within the mysterious terrorist by Michael Avon 0eming? DC/VERTIGO 
organization to find out what these snakes are all about. Easy-you can't! His newest If you thought Jason Aaron's 
“There is just a whole big heap of evil in this book," Schmidt describes. series Rapture focuses on Native American crime thriller 
“It is the most intense G.I. Joe book ever published. Hands down.” two separated lovers trapped reached its peak in issue #25, think 
“We built all of the books to function completely independently of in a world where every again. Scalped kicks off an all-new 
the other two," continues Schmidt. “But you'll see characters [in Cobra] superpowered individual has arc called "The Gnawing" this 
that will factor into the G.I. Joe universe later on." vanished. It's one part Powers, summer, a storyline that Aaron has 


Lastly, IDW's offering the G.I. Joe Movie Prequel series, written by one part Y: The Last Man and described as the most important 
Dixon, for fans awaiting “G.I. Joe: Rise of Cobra" (in theaters five bazillion parts awesome! in the series thus far, with fatal 
Aug. 7). Described as "done-in-one stories,” the miniseries is designed consequences for 
to enhance this summer's moviegoing experience. f. R. B. E. l. S. certain cast members. 


“[The series] adds a deeper layer of 


understanding to these characters,“ Schmidt ULTIMATE BOOKS 


reveals. “You'll go into the movie MARVEL COMICS 


having an understanding of who the E ` % As Jeph Loeb and David 
characters are and, hopefully, why you \ EA * Finch's destructive 
l like them.” d Y Ultimatum wraps with 
A PE Ñ мүр May's issue #5, death 
к 7 € yet gives way to new life. 
' ў \ À ` The newborn ultimate 
- Я N М х У Comics line launches 
7 k ` ` Ж. In August with Brian 


A | Ма, ,. Michael Bendis and 
7 8 3 David LaFuente's 
Ultimate Spider-Man and 
Mark Millar and Carlos 
Pacheco's Ultimate 


Comics Avengers. Stated 
simply, if it’s got Ultimate 
in the title, it's a book 
that needs to be on your 
pull list. 
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is proud to partner with 


THETARGEST VIDEO GAME SHOW 
` `° ONTHE EAST COAST! 


FEATURING: 
* VGXPO Exhibitors 
e The Great American Video Game Tournament 
• Retailers of classic and pre-owned games 
{ . . VGXPO Arcade Gaming Center 
і j | * Special video game oriented programming 
"T 


Save up to 15% when you buy your tickets online! 
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THE UNKNOWN 

BOOM! STUDIOS 

This summer sees 

writer Mark Waid 

and artist Minck 
Oosterveer's all- 

new miniseries 

The Unknown, 

about a world 

famous detective 

with an unsolved 

mystery. This latest & 
offering from 

BOOM! Studios 

chief Waid promises page- 
turning adventure through 
the eyes of the gifted and 
beautiful investigator, Catherine 
Allingham. 


WAR MACHINE 

MARVEL COMICS 

In May, Jim Rhodes takes his war 

to a controversial target-none 
than American Eagle, 

Marvel’s premier Native 


WAR MACHINE о 3 
American superhero! And if you 


———— U U 


| JUSTICE SOCIETY OF AMERICA 


DC COMICS 
Despite their massive membership, the old timers and young turks 
behind DC's greatest generational team of superheroes plan on another 

member drive this summer. š 

— New writers Matt Sturges (Jack of Fables) and Bill Willingham 

- (Fables) step into leadership roles on Justice Society of America with 
July's issue #29, and they'll be bringing some new blood with them. 

. "There are two new characters that both play a big role in the first 
story, and who will both be continuing characters in the series," Sturges 
promises. “Опе of them is Bill's brainchild, and one of them is mine. This 
is partly our way of putting our own individual stamp on the series, and 
partly а way to open up new avenues for character development." 

Of course, a team with the pedigree of the JSA deserves a wide-shining 
spotlight, and the pair plan on playing to the strength of the large cast 

_ the same way they do with Vertigo's Fables franchise. “We're working 

retty hard to make sure that everyone gets some screen time, which is 
bviously a big challenge considering how huge the team is. But both Bill 


his internal conflict—an uncertainty about herself and 
те world—contrasted with her external persona that’s a 


of the book has reir oy 


you see Rhodey's 
greatest nemesis 
of all-his mother! 
Heck of a way 

я torum summer 
vacation! 


D THE ZOMBIES THAT 
ATE THE WORLD 


DEVIL'S DUE 


There's nothing 
better than a good old- 
fashioned zombie-nothing, of 
course, save for future zombies. 
DDP introduces The Zombies 
That Ate The World, a series 
created by Jerry Frissen and 
Guy Davis. Originally published 
overseas by Humanoids, this 
zombie epic ponders the 
question of what happens to 
civilization once the undead 
claim victory over the living. (м) 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE! 


GUEST OF HONOR 


SAVE UP TO 15% WHEN YOU BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE! sponsoren mener * TN 
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[MAY's graphic novels and trade paperbacks] 


trade sh 
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THOR V0L. 2 

PREMIERE HC 

MARVEL COMIC 

Back in April 2008, when your mom 
wouldn't have known from Iron Man 
if she found Tony Stark in a pool of 
his own sick next to her azaleas, “Iron 
Man” blew the doors off the multiplex. 
Now with Marvel Studios' “Thor” 

flick set for release in 2011, it's time 
to brush up on the God of Thunder 
with the second volume of J. Michael 
Straczynski and Oliver Coipel's Thor, 
a comic epic about family, loyalty and 
community service. 

Post-Ragnarok, Thor—following in 
the footsteps of his father, Odin—has 
given new life to Asgard, now hovering 
ominously over Broxton, Okla. Leave 
it to Lady Loki to screw that up for 
everybody else. Over the course of this 
arc, JMS explains Loki’s origins, how he 
came to be adopted as Thor's brother 
and-thanks to a little time travel and 
shapeshifting on the part of the God of 
Mischief—how he twisted his childhood 
into a master plan against his blond 
bro, culminating in issue #600’s literal 
family feud. 

Straczynski's narratives come 
heavy on action without skimping on 
substance, while his “Asgardian” style 
of dialogue adds to the book’s Homeric 
feel. Thor also owes a great deal of 
success to Coipel-whose name is set 
to be as synonymous with Thor as Jim 
Lee's was with the '90s-era X-Men—not 
to mention the gorgeous covers, and 
a few interiors, by Marko Djurdjevic. 
Couple these strengths with a rich 
supporting cast and the touching 
meeting between Thor and Cap’s ghost, 
and it's obvious Thor is a new mythic 
saga that's right at home in the modern 
616. MAY 13| $24.99 - JASON KNIZE 


get this! 


Grandpas killed by The Thunder God in 
JMS' second volume of Thor y 


BAYOU DC/ZUDA 
Any book that creates a 
surreal parallel world of 
monsters and gods to reflect 
the terrifying experience of 
Depression-era Southern 
blacks deserves to be read. 
Fortunately, the online comic 
Bayou makes the jump from 
the computer screen to print 
with this collected edition. 
The first four chapters of 
the Zuda Comics book launch 
a poor black girl's odyssey 
to find her lost white friend 
in order to save her wrongly 
accused sharecropper father. 
Lee is aided in her quest 
by the giant Bayou, who is 
beginning to understand his 
power to stand up to The Boss. 
Writer/illustrator Jeremy 
Love creates a rich parallel 
world of menacing symbols 
of racism and oppression: a 
child-swallowing swamp ogre, 
a dog-faced Confederate 
officer and a murder of Jim 
Crows. MAY 27 | $14.99 
* MARK SZAKONYI 


rade snow 


DEVIL-SLAYER MARVEL 
The second installment of 
Marvel's MAX anthology 
series reads less like a 
superhero book and more 
like “Black Hawk Down” with 
demons. This isn't the same 
Devil-Slayer we saw killing 
Skrulls in Avengers: The 
Initiative: This is the story of 
Sgt. Danny Sylva's third tour 
in Iraq where he learns of his 
family legacy as the Devil- 
Slayer. His first mission is 

to stop a group of renegade 
demons from starting 

the Apocalypse ahead of 
schedule. Writer Brian Keene 
and artist Chris 5атпее 
include plenty of homages 
to the classic version of the 
character with a MAX spin 
that makes it frightfully good 
to see some all-new horror 
from the House of Ideas-a 
solid offering in the blood 
and guts section. 

MRI MAY 27 [514.99 

* LEE RODRIGUEZ 


GUARDIANS OF THE 
GALAXY VOL. 2 HC 
MARVEL 

Dan Abnett and Andy 
Lanning’s Guardians of the 
Galaxy spans every genre to 
deliver the best space-based 
Marvel tale this side of the 
Milky Way. 

Picking up after the 
revelation of Star-Lord's 
well-intended but dubious 
means of bringing the 
team together, the original 
Guardians find themselves 
walking separate paths— 
except for Rocket Raccoon, 
who forms a new team to 
combat the growing threat 
of the Badoon. DnA continue 
to write some of the best 
characters in the galaxy, and 
artist Brad Walker's addition 
to the title brings a dynamic 
and detailed style of pencil- 
work that blends action and 
emotion into a breathtaking 
artistic supernova. 

MAY 27| $19.99 
* KEVIN MAHADEO 


WHAT I’M READING 
JEFF LEMIRE 


“| read а lot of indie stuff. Top 


Shelf just put out a book called 
Swallow Me Whole 


by Nate Powell, which 1 thought 


was probably the best graphic 


novel of the year. As far as the more 
mainstream-y stuff, | read Criminal, 
Scalped, Walking Dead, andi was 
| really enjoying All Star Superman, 
| but that’s over. I read a really wide range of 


j stuff, right from superheroes down to the most 
| obscure kind of indie stuff. As long as it's good 


I'm into it." 


BIG ASS 


When it comes to comic collections, it doesn't get 
much bigger or better than Image's Walking Dead 
Compendium (May 6, $59.99). 

The 1,088-page monster collects the first 48 
issues of the Robert Kirkman-penned, Charlie Adlard- 
penciled series that follows the lives of the survivors 
of a devastating zombie apocalypse. The black-and- 
white heavyweight collection weighs in as the latest 
addition to comic trades that collect over 35 issues. 

Here are five large and in charge picks ready to 
bend and bow your bookshelves. 


DAREDEVIL BENDIS OMNIBUS vou'd have to be 
blinder than Matt Murdock to not see the value in this 
848-page behemoth collecting 
the infamous run by fan- 
favorite writer Brian Michael 
Bendis, with beautiful art by 
Alex Maleev, Joe Quesada 

and many others. Bendis and 
company hit the bullseye with W 
their dark noir take on Hell's ; 
Kitchen's most heroic lawyer. 


UNCANNY X-MEN 
OMNIBUS This giant-sized 
collection that evolved into 
one of mutantkind’s most 
celebrated runs of Uncanny 
X-Men under the guidance of the legendary Chris 
Claremont goes from the Savage Land to space to the 


A 

DAREDEVILBY j 

| BRIAN MICHAEL BENDI 
; OMNIBUS y 


Canadian wilderness, and brought Marvel's mutants 
to a whole new realm of excitement and adventure. 


ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN COLLECTION writer 
Bendis and artist Mark Bagley created a modern day 
spin on one of Marvel's most classic characters. The web 
of stories weaved brand new takes on Spidey's villains 
and allies and quickly became a classic of its own. 


BONE: ONE VOLUME EDITION writer and 
artist Jeff Smith tickled every bone in the body-from 
funny to emotional-with this all-ages series filled with 
adventure, romance and comedy. Clocking in at 1,332 
pages, this single volume contains every issue of the 
multiple award-winning series. 


DEATH AND RETURN OF SUPERMAN 
OMNIBUS Arguably the most epic Superman 

story in the past 50 years, the “Death and Return 

of Superman” shocked and enthralled readers. 

This tome collects every earth-shattering punch of 
Superman's battle with Doomsday and every intense 
moment leading up to his triumphant return. « KM 
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IKILL GIANTS | 


SLEEPER 


SELL .; 


Don't hit the snooze button: WildStorm's Sleeper 
Series is returning to the printers! The Ed Brubaker- 
Written, Sean Phillips-illustrated title blending 
elements of noir with science fiction and mature 
readers superheroics was the duo's first critically 
acclaimed crime comic collaboration. Starting with 
the reprint of the five-issue mini Point Blank (on sale 
May 6, $14.99), readers will get a chance to delve into | ! KILL GIANTS 


— the gritty underbelly | MAGE COMICS 
m. — _ fi 1 , For much of his career, Joe 


of the WildStorm Е 
univarsevebacain Kelly's creator-owned comics 
niverse yet again. never quite took flight-yes, 


The precursor to Steampunk, we're talking 
Sleeper, Point Blank about you. Thankfully, his 
focuses on Cole Cash- luck changed with his seven- 
also known as Grifter issue epic / Kill Giants. The 
from WildC.A.T.S.—as book centers on Barbara 
he investigates the Thorson, a schoolgirl by 
attempted murder of day and slayer of giants by 
Gen13 John Lynch. night. Barbara's plight is as 

М sleepers protagonist delusional as it is genuine, 
BI Holden Carver-who can a incredibly Pis ie 
store pain he's received eios ie, ali О 


matter in the world. Kelly's 
sharp wit is on full display 
here, made all the more 
notable by J.M. Ken Niimura's 
beautiful artwork. Niimura 
perfectly visualizes the lush, 
illusory world that Kelly could 
only form in words. Their 
collaboration is as symbiotic 
as it gets, feeding off of each 
other's creative energies 

to form a truly compelling, 
memroable story. 

MAY 13| $15.99 JOSH WIGLER 


M and later conduct it into 
| hisenemies-makes 

his first appearance in 
Point Blank, revealing himself to Grifter as a sleeper agent 
within a crime syndicate. Carver was placed undercover 
bythe now comatose Lynch, and without his help, he's 
without a single ally as he attempts to bring down the 
villainous Tao's organization from the inside. 

While written by Brubaker-a name now 
synonomous with good crime writing in comics—Point 
Blank featured interior art from Colin Wilson (Judge 
Dredd, The Losers) before Phillips-Bru's partner 
on the recent noir comic magazine Criminaland 
superpowered pulp /ncognito, both from Marvel's Icon 
imprint-later illustrated all 24 Issues of Sleeper. For 

the newly collected edition, Phillips provides a brand 
new cover for Point Blank, adding his own stamp on 
Sleeper's very first story. The collection will kick-start 
а series of reprinted editions of the original Sleeper 
series. A softcover collection of Sleeper Season 
1-issues #1-#12—is due out on June 17 ($24.99), with 
plans for the rest of the series soon to follow. 

So why the renewed interest in Sleeper? Aside 
from being a lauded fan-favorite crime noir comic, it 
was announced in August 2008 that Tom Cruise and 
Sam Raimi will be working ona film adaptation of 
Holden Carver's story. Cruise may or may not star as 
Carver, and the film's tie-ins to the greater WildStorm 
Universe, among other story details, remain scarce. 
Brubaker himself has admitted that there have been 
numerous attempts to bring the series to film in the 
past, but the reprinted versions of Point Blank and 
Sleeper are a sure sign that production is being taken 
very seriously this go-round. «JW 
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SUPERMAN: NEW 
KRYPTON VOL. 1 HC 

DC COMICS 

Collecting the first part of 

the epic "New Krypton" 
crossover by writers Geoff 
Johns, James Robinson and 
Sterling Gates, this trade 
begins one of the biggest 
Superman stories ever. With 
100,000 Kryptonians arriving 
on Earth, the Man of Steel 
believes he's finally found 

a real connection to his 

lost home. However, things 
begin to fall apart faster 

than a speeding bullet as the 
scheming of recently returned 
General Lane causes human 
and Kryptonian relations 

to reach a deadly impasse. 
Artists Pete Woods, Gary 
Frank, Renato Guedes, Jesus 
Merino and Pere Pérez all 
lend their talented hands to 
the crossover, each delivering 
some of the finest works of 
their careers, filling the pages 
with visceral emotion. 

MAY 13 [524.99 «KM 


ULTIMATUM: X-MEN/ 
FANTASTIC FOUR 
PREMIERE HC marvel 

In the final arcs of two 
Ultimate Universe titles, 

the Ultimate X-Men face 

off against a new breed of 
Sentinels thinning their ranks, 
and the Ultimate Fantastic 
Four struggle to keep their 
family from tearing apart. 
ying directly into Ultimatum, 
both teams struggle as never 
before with new challenges, 
roster changes and a rising 
body count. Veteran "Heroes" 
writers Aron Coleite and Joe 
Pokaski deliver conclusions 
that are as spectacular as 
hey are memorable, while 
impressively breathing new 
ife into the dying Ultimate 
X-Men and Fantastic Four. 
With expert storytelling and 
a new spin to conclude both 
series, this duo makes the 
Ultimate Universe worth 
coming back to again and 
again. MAY 6| $24.99 

+ STEVE SUNU 


7 JASON AARON 
x WATCH 


There are plenty of reasons to snag 
the X-Men: Manifest Destiny hardcover 
collection (due May 13, $29.99) chronicling 
the mutant exodus from Westchester to 
San Francisco, but there's none greater 
than Jason Aaron'sWolverine: Manifest 


Destiny. The kung fu-infused mini features 
Logan heading to Chinatown for dim sum and finding 
a vengeful pack of San Fran natives instead. What'd he 
do 50 years ago to piss everyone off so had? Aaron's 
action-packed story has the answer-not to mention 
acting as a great intro into the Writer's upcoming 


Wolverine: Weapon X Series-and 


it packs more than a 


few roundhouse kicks to the eyeballs thanks to 5tephen 
Segovia's art. Alongside other Breat stories featured in 
the book starring Iceman, Nightcrawler and Boom-Boom, 
Manifest Destiny is destined for your hookshelf, • JW 
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DEAD@17’S 


MARVEL 


Presents: 


Josh Howard's indie smash Dead@17 has 
> amassed a huge cult following over the 
ò, past five years at Viper Comics. The 
title follows Nara Kilday, a girl whose 
death and subsequent resurrection 
// kicks off a series of events that may 
A lead to doomsday. In June, Dead@17 
makes the jump to Image Comics with 
a new, massive Ultimate Collection set 
for May 13 release ($24.99)-not to mention 
a potential feature film on the way. Here, Howard 
explains the move to Image, what's coming up in 
the new mini and reveals some surprising names 
attached to the movie. 


WIZARD: What precipitated the move to 
Image? 

HOWARD: | kind of felt that | had reached my 
potential with Viper. 1 had been there a while and 
I've been loyal. But I figured it was time to move 
on and try to reach a bigger audience. | had spoken 
to [Image Publisher] Eric Stevenson in the past. I 
knew that he was interested in the book and was a 
fan of it, but at the time that we spoke, I was still 
under contract with Viper. | e-mailed him several 
months ago to let him know that my contract was 
up and to see if | was still welcome to come over. 


Tell us about the Dead@17: Ultimate Edition. 
It's basically going to be all four previous series 
in one volume. For anyone who wants to come 
on board, the whole story is in there. It's 


Fine Art Statue 
by Kotobukiya 


KoTopuKIVA 
We Accept PayPal 


trade show 
I theat; 


the first time that Dead@17 has been printed at full 
comic book size. 


what's happening їп the new series? 

It's three years after the last series, and in a sense, 
even though things on Earth are getting really bad, 
it's probably the most normal things have been 

for Nara and [best friend] Hazy in a long time. 

It's actually the first time they've been together 
since “Blood of Saints,” and they're just living 
normal lives. At the same time, things are slowly 
spiraling out of control. And Pitch is working in the 
background. He's got a new thing going on. [Nara] 
has been using a disguise and living under an 
assumed name, but she ultimately gets exposed. 


You've hinted before that Earth is cut 

off from Heaven in this series. Can you 
elaborate? 

Heaven had a kind of tether to Earth that kept 
things in check. That's now been severed. So Earth 
is falling into Hell's dimension. They have no way 
of getting out from the other side, so things are 
getting worse and worse. 


what's the status of the Dead@17 movie? 
As of right now, Lorenzo di Bonaventura is 
producing, Michael Dougherty ("X2") is going to be 
writing the script and he’s working on a treatment 
right now. And Vanessa Hudgens (“High School 
Musical”) has been approached to star in it. That's 
all | know, for now. * BLAIR MARNELL 
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With its thumb constantly оп the pulse of the comic book market, Wizard delves deep into the latest sales statistics 
and collector news to offer unbeatable perspective and analysis. 


X-MEN MOVIES BY THE BUCK 
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comic book flick. The big question is whether “X-Men Origins: Wolverine" can claw 
ast the franchise high of “X3: The Last Stand.” “Iron Man" numbers are possible, 
but don't expect a “Dark Knight" performance at the box office, as all three previous X- 
movies combined to make only $142.9 million more than Chris Nolan's Bat-movie. What will 
this mean down at your friendly neighborhood comic shop? That time's running out to buy 
up those early Deadpool appearances, because Ryan Reynolds (“Blade: Trinity") is set to 
make the Merc with a Mouth many new fans. « MARK ALLEN HAVERTY 


1 -fter a summer chock-full of them, this summer’s movie fare features only a single 
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MARKET WATCH 


The hottest figures for the X-Men Origins: Wolverine crew! 
{ Standard comic book 
values vs. CGC graded 


| BLOB: MARVEL /; 
LEGENDS { 
SERIES 2 


(Toy Biz) 
Price: $35 33 


МУ. 


TN $9 E AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #363 
ОВУ v: — j ] м. NM: $5 | CGC 10.0: $1,000 


GAMBIT: MARVEL 
LEGENDSSERIES4 4 
(Toy Biz) Price: $24 


WOLVERINE (BLACK 
CLAWS) SECRET WARS 
(Hasbro) Price: $150 


| 
A 
ak 


Ek 3 ААА ë t 
DEADPOOL: MARVEL LEGENDS SERIES Spree p 
(Toy Biz) Price: $24 SERIES 5 AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #300 


(Toy Biz) Price: $30 


NM: $70 | CGC 9.8: $858 


E BOOK SHop 
BIG NUMBERS locke & Key, Limited Edition HC 


Subterranean Press NM: $200 
| | 2 3 
і 


Printings of the Watchmen trade 
paperback, not including Absolute 
| | Editions and other special formats, 
| | since retailers first began ordering it | 
I^ in May 1987. [| 


Go ahead and try to find 
one of these super-rare, 
super-awesome collectibles. 
Ñ Available to those on 
Subterranean Press' e-mail 
list, this bad boy was limited 
to just 250 copies. There's also 
{a special lettered '90s edition 
that makes this book look like 
X-Force #1. Only 26 copies 
exist of the lettered edition, 
and your odds of getting 
one are only slightly better 
than snagging a date with a 
supermodel. 


STAR WARS #1 
NM: $30 | CGC 9.8: $521 
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Shop Talk 


Retailer buzz апа gossip t RSS 
À ч 

ULTIMATE WOLVERINE “ N. É 

VS. HULK "^ 


Oncea big seller with legs, the delays í ° 
that plagued this Ultimate showdown ? 
have crippled sales- but it's still hopping 
along for some retailers. “I wanted to 
punish this book so badly! | wanted 

to take Damon Lindelof and spank 

him like a redheaded stepchild! 

We should not, as an industry, be 
encouraging this sort of behavior!” 
explains Mike Wellman at Manhattan 


Beach, Calif’s Comic Bug. “But, at the end SJ 

of the day, I just couldn't do it. We ordered N = Vian 

more than any other Ultimate title. and n ; Jj, ULTIMATE 
guess what? The folks are lapping it up!" | — ` | f nm VS. HULK 
Wellman's sales are unique it seems, as an E ® y" d 
overwhelming majority of retailers that spoke — й ) Ж 1 E Jl 

to Wizard feel like Larry Lorenz at Trade a Tape | > "К P 4 their friends are 


Comic Center in Lincoln, Neb.: “50 very late, 

and our initial orders reflected that. | believe we 
ordered around half of what we ordered of issues 
#1 and #2, and it looks like we ordered correctly. 

It is our experience that lateness does hurt sales. It 
was evident way back when Camelot 3000 was being 
published, as well as Watchmen. That still holds true 
of today’s late titles.” 


seeing it and want 


Ж it. It's turning into a chain 


reaction with everyone.” 


p 


BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER 
Still slaying at the registers, Brian Jacoby at Secret 
Headquarters in Tallahassee, Fla., says Buffy 


Utah's Heebeegeebeez is seeing movement on the 
DEADPOOL 


It is not just the back issues that have heated 

up, but sales on the new series as well. "We've 
more than doubled our orders on almost every 
issue and are still selling out-even on second 
prints," reports Mike D'Ella at Astro-Zombies in 
Albuquerque, N.M. Other retailers agree, as Ralph 
DiBernardo with Jetpack Comics in Rochester, N.H. 
seconds, “Deadpool is still top of the game.” 


putting a stake in this series any time soon. 


KICK-ASS 

The series remains hot and will only get hotter 
with the current movie buzz. Jay Bosworth at 
Maximum Comics in Las Vegas cannot keep them 
іл stock, and he's not the only one. 


VSUPERMAN & 

ACTION COMICS 

Can Superman's titles sell without Superman? 
Rubber Chicken Comics in Bellingham, Maine 
has a wait-and-see approach to 
gauge if fans stick around. Alex 


THE WONDERFUL 
WIZARD OF 02 
Fans are nuts for this series. “Based on my 
appreciation for Eric 
Shanower's 02 work and 
Skottie Young's terrific art, 
we ordered higher than we 
usually would on an all-ages / 
adaptation," Rogues Gallery * 
in Round Rock. Texas reports. 
“We've still had to make use 
of the second printings Marvel 
has offered.” Chris at Ruppsꝰ 
Comics in Fremont, Ohio says, 
“Parents love it and are taking 
it home and introducing it | П 
to their daughters, and then 


in Fremont, Calif., has hope due 
to a strong Greg Rucka fan base. 
Too many stores, however, are 
seeing a downward trend. "I've 
heard very little feedback so 

far, but it's all been positive," 

V reports Jason Prince at Comic 
Cellar in Memphis, Tenn. That's 
the problem, though-very little. 


# а 


| so far.” • MAH 
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Continues to be his top seller, while Jon Pust at Ogden, 


Buffyverse trifecta- Buffy, Angeland Spike. Nothing is 


Johnson at Treasure Island Comics 


“Sales are flat or down a tick on it 


o x 
TOP 5 Premiums 
The hottest exclusives and variants 


n this month's top five, the quickest way to make the 
5 should be pretty obvious-slap a president with 
a 63 percent approval rating in the book. In our two non- 
Obama premiums, the House of Ideas demonstrates how 
overrated backgrounds are, * MAH 
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"WINGING IT with Nightwing and Flamebird flying high in Action Comics, 
look for the pre Crisis versions to start soaring, The original Superman/Jimmy Olsen 
twosome debuted back in Superman #158, while van. Zee debuted in Lois Lane#15, 
and he and Ak-Var took over as Kandor's dynamic duo in Superman Family #183, 
running through issue #194, Superman #158 is moving online more cheaply than it 
should, while Superman Familyis usually bargain bin booty-but not for long. 
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j Best Writer of 2008, but 
launching a new Wolverine title 
1s more than enough to send 


aja DEE ela |e lı 


| stock in Aaron even higher. т 
EDDY BARROWS и 
(Action Comics) 


Making the move from Teen 
Titans to the better-selling 
Action Comics will have 
Barrows’ art receiving more 
attention-and praise-than 
ever before. 


STJEPAN ŠEJIC 
(Witchblade) 

A master of voluptuous 
illustration, Sejic's steady 
Witchblade gig already led to 
scorching covers on Secret 
Invasion: Inhumans, and fans 
are already drooling for more. 
* MAH 
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© ....First Appearance of M.a Married 

anniv..... Anniversary issue 0.. Origin 
A.......... Appearance. p. — han? 
B... Begin stories with PF... Prestige Format 
C CAMEO that predates 0 -s 


M. Ce 
D........Death/Destruction of 
CN. Graphic Novel. 


HC... Hardcover S82... signed and numbered 
TR... entity revealed TPB. rade Paperback 
Joins. / — With 

Ln Last story with o . Without 


All books listed in the Wizard Price Guide are valued at 
near mint prices. This is the same as a 9.4 CGC-graded book 
for modern and bronze age books or 9.0 for everything 
else. Books in higher grades are worth more than the value 


For creator abbreviations and v.i.p. comic retailers, visit: 
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BRIAN MICHAEL BENDIS 
Dark Avengers, New Avengers, 
Ultimate Spider-Man 


BRIAN BENDIS has been 
on top so long here that he pays 
Tent. Matt Fraction's magic has Iron 
Man selling X-Men numbers. Alan 
Moore proves his mastery again 
with a new League and Watchmen 
trades selling with Bible-like 
numbers, while DC's Bat and 

Boy Scout are surging and their 
Creators are riding the wave. 


Astonishing X Men 


82 WIZARD #212 


| ТРВ Mission Improbable 4000 | 


ТТ FRACTION 
Invincible Iron Man, 


Uncanny X-Men 


Тиха 
Fantastic Four, Wolverine 


ED BRUBAKER 
Captain America, Daredevil, 
Incognto 


6 RUCKA 
Detective Comics, Action Comics, 
Superman: World of New Krypton 


PRICE WENT DOWN! 


GEOFF JOHNS 
Superman: Secret Origin, 
Green Lantern, The Flash: Rebirth 


Superman, Justice League, 
Superman: World of New Krypton 


- THIS ONE'S NEW!) 


МАН MOORE Watchmen, The 
League of Extraordinary Gentle- 
men Vol. Il: Century 


LO Praca. 


Streets of Gotham, Gotham City Sirens 


BOOK IS HOT! 


BENDS: D. ROLLY. BRUBAKER: PROVIDED. FRACTION, JOHNS, ELLIS, MILLAR, RUCKA AND DINI: D. BRUCIE. MOORE: 1. VILLASUBLA. 


Үй, MCGUINNESS, FRANK. PHILLIPS: SUPPLIED BY CREATOR: MONTVEN, FINCH, VAN SCIVER. DANIEL, MANUPUL : D BPUQE 


RES 
0 J ө [COMICS] 
5 un о mmm 
8 1 OG rcd NBC STUDIOS (2006-PRESENT) IA Ue lt O- chere EA. Wenden... 10000 
HC тю 10 020- 1A SIC ertl: Charejcheeriaader ra — 182 Life HU A: Wet 
105 Co (in Ton Т ioe T 24 O: Quasar 
GHOST RIDER IC NEC Gi H p yy rue yo De: 


1% Cfo 0n 030 C: 


7 0:0 The Top — 200.00 
123 Go Cin ©: Оеп Age Fash n iver Ace, 
0:fath? — __210000 
13 080 Abra yg______— 16000 
129 Gin Age ash; Ө: several GA 
heroes ISA. -M000 
197 Ө: Justice Society cf America in Suser Age 
= 10000 


— 1000 


M 0 10 Morrow — 
151 Barry engaged to Iris 


165 M. Barry Aen b s wat „1000 
anjTlash ate 20000 

80) | 

E DU Iris West — — i] 
289 Ist OC ast by GPe, B: Firestorm __ 600 
34 D Reverse Nash. — س‎ 1000 


VOLUME TWO (1987- 0008) 


MARVEL (1973-1983) 
see Marvel Spotlight £5 for 
O. host Rider (Johnny Blaze) 
1 С 50 © Son 
2 ишә 0:0 
M 
Ш 165. Winds 
81 Demin leaves T 
VOLUME TWO (1990: -2007) 
1A HM 55 O: Chost Rider Il, Ө: 
Юени —.— 
8891 
9 
9) dbl-sz, [nil iss: 
FINALE (2007) reps vol. 2 7 


G.I JOE, A REAL AMERICAN HERO 


MARVEL (1982-1994) 


\ “1009 
120 


а __ 4% 
21 0 Storm Shadow, $ 
densely... 1500 
Л O; Snake EYES 10.00 


93 IR: Snake Eyes роу 


1/2 prelude lo 142 A Kew Transformers. 1000 
1 Mo IGu New Teen Titans... | M4 0. Snake Eyes_ 1200 
62 Ist MN on Flash "rear One” -300 1914. — — 300 
6365 "Year OF — 100 1915. — | 
Aue — 10 156 — — 56500 
18 Wiid GLa IR: Prot. Zoom. A00 | 155. — 5000 
79 WY vs. Prof, Zoom. ОМА. 400 | SPECIAL reps. ғ61, Tc lie Cv, 7000 
9) Мид unt O Impulse (Kid Flush). 

IDW (2008-PRESENT) 
197 Gin O: Zoom (Hu E OC Sketch — 800 
BIC RRP ed. = 1000 OD Ble w. 45.00 
IRON HEIGHTS Саа. 1 10 Sketch var. .——. 2000 
SECRET FILES 3. 0 Hunter Zolomon. — —.50 | 

Mirage (1984) 


DC (1940-1949) 
1 050: Flash, 080. Hawkman, 
00: johny Thunder, Ө: Shiera Sanders 


1 Ө: Teenage Mutant Ninja Forties (on 
back ovr). 


Iw). 10060000 
бта. 800000 | 
y Classic Hanknin ои. — — — 300000 | Avatar Press (1998) 
33 0 Staj 330000 | 1 ©: Goon____. ——%% 
30 0 Rag Do 150000 | 2 — 50.0 
24 Shiera becomes Hawkgirl — J&I 
6) Hawkman by Jeu begins —_ 
86 O Black mary... | ALBATROSS EXPLODING FUNNY BOOK (2002) 


92 Iu sco Black Canary, мане 50000 | 


l- <= A000 


104 0: The Flash retold; Scarce. 1,000.00 | 


FLASH: REBIRTH 
DC (2009-PRESENT) 
1A Gov. 600 


18 Go £Va 125 vat. cw. 


| DARK HORSE (2003-PRESENT) 
1. — 


18 shetch var lld. 0 200.5000 
l — 
— 2000 
— —— 
COLOR Std. 0 


0С (1996) 
1 GMo FQu —. 
24 Go fQu. 
7 A: Hellboy. 500 
| MC Fancy Pants Edition VoL —7000 
DARK HORSE (2001-2003) | SATANS SODOMY BABY Adult Content 800 
JA O Fray. — ایپ‎ | 


STEVE McNIVEN 
Wolverine 


4 
TONY DANIEL 
Batman: Battle for the Cowl 


ETHAN VAN SCIVER 
The Flash: Rebirth 


J sai FRANK — 
Superman: Secret Origin 


War" P) 
1719 "rastro (aps War" Part 9. 
MÀ Prelude о “Blackest Night” _ 
ЗАВ Prelude to “Blackest Might” L25 var 


GRENDEL 
COMICO (1983-1984) 
see Primer #2 for O: Grendel 


twa — — B) 
2 UNL س‎ n0 
3 мах — D 


— 140.00 
— Moog 
Too) 
— 00) 


ZENESCOPE (2005-PRESENT) 
14 Lille Red Riding Hood __40.00 
18 ИРА excl: [td to 500. 12000 


pron 
28 ry T Per 
2 Gaston; Жей _ 


DC (1951-1983) 

1 OCs frst barter tta... 

155 010. Pont 

160 Reed becon 
40 Plas 

15 0: (a KOUS tOst. — i 


HOUSE OF SECRETS. 


DC (1956-1978) 
61 © dips 


GO Аш NO — 8l changes lo Mystery format: O: Abel, 
à Aston TO W Hansel & Gretel___7500 HOSS h 

83-84 NAJ Green Arroa, £0) 38 Bondage ct. Аф 7 O Swamp 

8586 NAJ Green Алда, drugs_ 5100  4Rumpesitn ... 2000 

81 NAS Ө: Jota Stewart — SOM SA 210 

89 М Gaiden Ane OL 50 6A, 70) MARVEL (2008-PRESENT) 

116 0 Guy Gardrer asa GL 200 23 40 , 1A Jib Dc 


4! O. Omega un 


18 12000 


becomes Green Lantern Corps w/2201 
VOLUME THREE (1990-2004) 
0 (8/94) Ke Rayner 


306 Grey Hulk vs. Green hu 
33 Ist Рао — — — 50) 


їй PM Uc ce. 
40 


31 Роа INL 
H244 PDA — 400 
35 POA Tuc, 

35 Юз Т. 

36] Pia 19 Oke on 
30 Pda Ске R Green 
J Poa Dia O: Рал 


ARA Pa CK U: PX 
weding imi te cn. 
4478 variant e 
449 ма O: Thunderbeits 
166 PO Û: Betty Poss. 
467 last n Pas nn. 
474 Final ise, ar 
ANNUALI vi D — 
INCREDIBLE HULK VS. VENOM POa 1200 
FUTURE IMPERFECT 
1 POa GPe PF. O. The Maestro. 
. 
ЧОШМЕ THREE (2000-PRESENT) 
previously The Hulk 


1 Gla Per Justce Leag 
48 йш 0 Kyle 
49 RUZ D Corps N Sinestro. 
5) RU DBK O kya Payer as Green Lr: 

707 5ле. — 
BIA RW DB memonal for Hêl 


38 1200 vir 83 0. 
КИР ү $991 Fer 
18 (Bis BAN OT. руг ФА (РЕВ 
KW Nh U. 2 3812001. — 928 dnd pn 
n 40) ID Ко 9599 "Plane 
100 1E Wah GSB Sketch var, 


Ac led at, 65 — IMMORTALIRON FIST 
—-100 1 Qloa-in-thedare mone postet OT: MARVEL (2006-PRESENT) 
e Rarer asin. 60 11 64 š 2800 ЕШ 
SECRET FILES 3 1st Gin 0/300 10 Chrom ed ltd 10 2500. 100% 
VOLUME FOUR (2005-1 PRESENT) | THE BLACKEST EYES 
88 NAJ L:10 var. 1A reg ed — — 200 
Баш) 18 Vir [EC NE: T ШИ INCREDIBLE HULK 
104 (Ja “Ore Year Lal IC OF red icl ed: td 10500 _____400) MARVEL (1962-1963) 
1H2 Gin Re DEVIL'S EYES. 1 Ste IKI O80: Hz, O: Rick Jones, 
1820 Gin Dac 0: General Rass, Ө: Betty Ross 21,500.00 


21A (Jn Sinestro 
218 110 NÛ ar — 
DADA “улг 


SINESTRO CORPS SPECULA Gn kya: 
Nu. 


GREEN LANTERN CORPS: 
0С (1986-1988) 
M O: Конор — 
ANNUAL 2 Aug Blackest Ng Pog e 800 
VOLUME TWO (2006-PRESENT) 
16 DGD PRO 
110 Ао 


— 50) 


LEINIL YU 
Ultimate Wolverine vs. Hulk 


FRANCIS MANAPUL 
Adventure Comics 


DC (1964-1968) 
see Brave & the Bold #34 for 
O:Hawkman in tbe Silver Age 


4 080 tens 
9 Hawkman û Коп learn each Qha 


1 DC/VERTIGO (1988-PRESENT) 


see Saga Of The Swamp Thing £37 for 
0:Joha Constantine 
1 De JRi Jorn Constantine -70 
0 аш scarce — 
41 Ist GEn Es Fat SON 


ED McGUINNESS 
Hulk 


EPTING 
Captain America 


2 Sle O adm. 
35216 O0: Rog 
4 Ste IK 0:05 


1008 Мошо Green A. 
10 М1 LSA Gy — 5000 
101103 Pet Ru 


DC (2005-2006) 
IC RRP r— 4500) 
COUNTDOWN ТО INFINITE CRISIS A D: Ble Вебе 

(Ted Kord), O du constructs —— 300 


IMAGE (2003-PRESENT) 
see Noble Canses: Family Secrets 23 lot 
O: Invincble 


5 Ste % O: Tir: 00 U Ri 10000 
6 Ste 50 O: Metal Master. 230000 | 18 Lary Comics exc: new T2000 
VOLUME TWO (1968-1999) Hu 
К 35 Ri 
tll RAL 

10900 Ste 
Ш vs Sub MARVEL (2008-PRESENT) 
[ULIS 1A uir Sto. 490 
1% Ri sir 0: bd NOTES z 10 125 MO ar. 50 
131 gun vs. tron Мол, O: л Асса. 4000. | IE 125 BI var_ 500 
MI RT HT O80: Doc Samson. AF £25 Bly var. 500 
145 RIM Hir D retos 16 Kid0 . 0 
162 Stn Hir O. OO ІН WWPA sketch var. — ] 
ІЛ RTh HU "De" Mam ЖЗ. 1800. ll Book Mariet var. 2000 
VS RHI R Adam Wa 1500 9 Secret Barcode ver____2100 


1 


DAVID FINCH 
Ultimatum 


SEAN PHILLIPS 
Criminal, Incognito 


HOT 


10 


ЕТШЕ 


There's no movement in the 
top three positions, as Ed 
McGuinness and David Finch 
move up, and former list resident 
Tony Daniel returns. The Top 10 is 
rounded out with newcomers like 
the fast-rising Francis Manapul, 
Cap king Steve Epting and Ed 
Brubaker's regular crime comic 
co-conspirator, Sean Philips. 
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"ive Hottest == 

ee A аа; i Чы) MARVEL (1975-1977) 
see Marvel Premiere #15 for O: Iron Fist. 
VB) w I — BO 
MA LB O Sabretooth —— — 1000 


na gl? 
|) mna 


148 5 var: ld ы 
15A (CÎ By 2nd JBy en 
j- Я ; А n 23 Bb 35¢ var, ud 
In Wizard's first-ever price Guide list of top indie : — 
comics. is in bi i A 
S, the focus is in big books outside the realm AIC 


of Marvel and DC. This month's list is heavy on the 
horror—with a heaping helping of T&A—as Grimm 
Fairy Tales claims two of the top spots. 


see Tales of Suspense 239 for ©: tron Мал 
1 AGO GCO AIM, 0 48000 
54 Mfr Glu 0. 

“Thanos W. 
55 1114 ©: D: 


ШОТ 
18 / O: LNR 
BRB 40 
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ES 
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VOLUME TW0 (2006-PRESENT) 
OB 
08 110 руг... 
14 (teen Li 
18 Superman, 
ПТУ —— 
10 Caltimore Summit RRP 
IF Wa Seth. 


JUSTICE SOCIETY.OF AMERICA 

DC (2006-PRESENT) 
VOLUME THREE 

14 Сара 

18 1:10 DEA var — 

2A Gin Da — 

28 110 Dfa var. — 


300 


Iminar.— 


CU 

MARVEL/ICON (2008-PRESENT) 
ШЕЛ 
10 Мо5 anme- 
1C 1:25 ЈАј sketch vat. . 


VOLUME THREE (20 t 
Mark Milar & Steve Morea. Cn War — 


CR A 
MARVEL (1984-198! 
Ihe 0 


Ru 


$t — 2 
1 jh Wie O: Sp dei 30) 
5 h ue Ө 50 diana a 
costume, R: Wasp, nS lose — — 3000 
MARVEL ee, S] 
MARVEL (2005-2006) 3 
14 RR SPs; Amazing Fantasy £15 08800 
ПТ — ooo 
Т дүз. 80) 
10 4p "REC 
2A Riu SP. 600 
JA ам 500 —— 100 
3B 2nd pont, Iva 200 


P gous laa LG Or. falê û 
TAROT: WITCH OF THE BLACK LOCKE & KEY: WELCOME TO Roman the 84. 50000 
ROSE#1 (Broadsword) $30 LOVECRAFT #1 (1DW) $25 Жоп Scie 00 


38 GfoMSe O: Lamiess League of Earth A, 


FAWCETT (1945-1954) 
1 O: Captain Marvel, Cap. Marvel Jr, 
Mary Marvel & Uncle Marvel; 
O b Adam ____1,800.00 


IMARVELGRAPHICNOVELS | 


163 ©. James Rhodes as Iron Man ll 800 4A RE SP ПЕ 

191 R onig Ion Man AQ 5 4B 2n print, mur 800 

00 SA RKI SPI: Amazing Sp Io 
a Е 9 — 1000 

225-230 ОШ Arm: DC (1996) 58 RKO SPI, Silver Serter 21 var S00 К 

23) DUI umat Wars; new Iron Man. PIVEN. DEAD DAYS RKI SPI; Zombies en 500 

2) DVI Amar Wars. ПОГ 

231 Ua Kip O: Masters of 2A МИЗ ARO PF, R Jy 
CWar 34 MWIAROPE _ 800 N 

282 O War Machine DELUXE SLIPCASE EDITION 2 HC Vo. MARVEL (2007) 

TRON LAN AND THE SUB-MARINER WI? new pgs. . 75.00 хеп SIN (VL... — 1000 
ҮЛҮ 1000 KINGDOM COME SAMPLER 500 — 10 UncernyXMen $137 vèr, DE eul 
VOLUME THREE (1997-2004) lid. to 1000 2000 

DAD LEGION OFSUPER-HEROES — — 

1А KBu Sch. — 0  DC(1984-1989) 

1B Sunburst e.. ———.— 4 VOLUME THREE 

8485 “Avengers Disassembled” ...- | Ple KG! Leg za of Supe 
VOLUME FOUR (2004. 3 Ple Gla Seto 10.00 

1 WEL ADG "ету . 70 38 Ple GLA D SUEIO mamaa MOOO 4 Caplan America #10007. 400 

25 WEAD Kn 500 5 Woherine си) 

6 WE ADS “Extrem” — ПОШИ LIBERTY MEADOWS 

INSIGHT STUDIOS (1999-2002) 

Jo a .—-— 500 MARVEL (2007-PRESENT) 

MARVEL (1952-1966) 41% = — > CERES | 

ABA Ste jki O80: That 8.60000 — 100 18 1100 Lu var, 5000 

B3B Golden Record rep wiwa 0106) 24000 ^ WEDDINGALEUM. FCN... 500 | 27 l1 oaa -40 

BIC Geiden Recoed reprint. no cot price _ _ 15000 

ГҮ ЕЙ 150000 — | БЕЗ] 

85 (3) Ste Ii „1.15000 1DW (2008) ECLIPSE (1985-1988) 

86 (4Le % Q.0dn. — __81000 1, 50 

9) Se O: Ra ге un. 37000 1р 5.00 

99 ©: ME Hyde — 000 10.00 

102 O Hela — -—500 

103 ©: Enchantress, Ө. HEAD GAMES 

107 050. Grey Garg 18 Sketch var —- 1000 

1H 050. Absorbing M: 28 Sketch v; 1000 

NS O Destroyer 

ANNUAL O Hercules _. 21000 

MARVEL (1972-1973) 

becomes Power Man with #17 

0С (1987) 1 O80; Whe Cage. _ 

1 Dm Kua O. Harwal! lord 2— — 

ЗА Jom Ka Rocket Reds 500 Шш — 00 

3B Superman test logo. See oem U к. 

COMICO (1984-1986) 18 N62... 
lMWaWWa Q.Ccmcotomi 1000 19 NO 
DC (1960-1987) 2 MWa Mia —500 20 NGL.. 

zee Brave & the Bold #28 for 6 Miva Mia O (olor Gre; 1500 AR MG 
0: Justice League of America DNA. 

1 GFO MSe 0 DSPE 6,600.00 5 MN. 

2 Соме 0. Simon Magus, Марал rover — MARVEL (2000) 30 SF! 

— m 1 0М0 . 00 ' THE APOCRYPHA 

3 Go Use O. Kanji Po. 100000 20 Glo Jj. idm E | ws 

4 бошу J Green ANON — 80000 S... 

5 Сло Мба @.Dr Destiny 660.00 HARDCOVERS 

6 Gro le Ө: Professor Amos Fortune, TIMELY (MARVEL) (1939) 1 A DREAM OF FLYING о0о 
wheel of misfortune _ 1А O: Human Torch; O Kazar the Great; 2 THE RED KING SYNDROUE J _ 0000 

10 Ого MSe Ө. Felix Faust 0. Sub-Mariner n 340,600.00 3 OLYMPUS__ 


A THEGOLDINAGE______ 9р 
SOFTCOVERS 

1 A DREAM OF s. 700 
2 THE RED KING SYNDROME . 5000 
3 ONUPUS 00 
4 THE GOLDEN ACE. 40.00 


| MO Wird maama 


SKETCHBOOK xf original hatch Т 
MYSTERIOUS SUSPENSE | 
CHARLTON (1968) 

1 50i ©: Question in oan .. 4000 
[NEW AVENGERS 7 
MARVEL (2004-PRESENT) 

14 BBe Din__ 

(IONS (uL — = 
Nin Sp.der- Man var 
10 uva — 
1 —ů— 


— 50 
2000 
— i0 
Lm 1000 
-—-100%0 
_ 150 
500 
600 


38 LI 0Co Moraine va 
ПИШ 
p 


ide wor 


21 Ble KUN "Ст 
XB bbe 1-100 Uu v 
1 Bee 000. 
IISPECIAL BBE AWA.. 


NEW MUTANT: 
MARVEL (1983-1991) 
16 0 Warpath 

êb C Cable begin did. 
BA 0 (abe p 
58 0: Deadpool, 0: Domino. 
ANNUAL? ©: руда —.— 


DC (1980-1984) 
see DC Comics Presents #26 for 
0: New Teen Titans 
1 Mwa GPe O: Grant Wisen ——— 1000 
2 MWO GPe O: Deathsirche, O80: Ravager, 
Trigon. — 
у uo GPe O80: Ps лоп, 0: Raven, O: Starfire 


10 1080: be. 0 Changeling 
M 0 new Brotherhood ol Evil — 
16 O Captain Carrot & Zoo Crew 
[io — —800 


MARVEL (2001-2004) 
previously X-Men voL 2 
OMNIBUS НС reps. 4 7.55000 
becomes X-Men vol. 2 again 
VOLUME TWO (2004-PRESENT) 

204 Ску Qo; Ist on ue —.— ——500 
AAA CKy (Yo; “Messiah Соте" part 4.500 
448 125 ICp vat. — 2.00 
458 125 582 var 
468 1:25 MSi var. 


DARK HORSE (1992-1994) 
2t O; Hellboy mus 500 


DC (1996-PRESENT) 
see Tales ol the New Teen Titans #44 for 
0: Nightwing (Dick Grayson) 


ПИЙ 
— 
IPB ROUGH JUSTICE... 


IB NOBLE CAUSES: FAMILY SECRETS | 


MOREFUNCOMICS — Wi 


84 WIZARD #212 


PRICE WENT DOWN! 


THIS ONE'S NEW! , 


NSIC Sell 550 | MARVEL (1982-1993) DC (1936-1947) 
4I GFO MSe O Tere _ — — — 5500 , 1A D Captain Manvel 100 | Я C The Specie. 4990 | 
45 Gfo MSe Q:ShaggrMan 8500 4% OBO: New Utans U .1000 | 52 OAO: The Spectre — 570000 
55 GfoMSe O: Earth Robin. 500 5 X-Men: God Loves, Man Kills. 1000 | 53 0: The Spectre. — 4030000 | 
(A 070001 ISA, 040: Red Tornado, 18 Sensational Se A JB. 1000 55 0 Dr. Fate.. 1840000 
Red Tornado cias he SA 9000 67 0:0. fale 16000 | 
7) bie DOi O:tarthScpermanin SA. 4000 [ТТТ | 71 010: Mm Quick. 540000 
& DNe DOI O: Earth? Ва олп the Sihver Age MARVEL (19 | 73 010 Muyun O g ORB Speedy | 
1 0: Warloe w өн | 
зар 3800 | 5 b Spec rre 
, | 10 D: Ancient — — — | 101 OGO: Superboy 1050000 | 
105 LWe ODi J: Elongated uan..—.— 2000 | 50%ы. 7500 | 
| 1й o Freeda Fighters tean: O:Ule Sam, J OGO: Ata (cl ang. | 
Black Conder, the Ray, Dotiman, 50 ORO: Alice Cooper in com COMIXPRESS (2006) 
Phantom Lady, B ie Human Bonbin n Y printed before Archaia sl: bw; ltd. to | 
| 7s | | шеи» уду | 
Ш 0. libra. MARVEL (1971-1977) | ARCHAIA STUDIO PRESS (2006-2007) 
буу | 2070 M AO — ШШ KP А00 | 
5 O20: Ghost 00) | IB 2nd print_— ED | 
CROSSED 11 (100) $5 GRIMM FAIRY TALES: | 6-0: Ghost Rides — A000 | 2А S 10 
RETURN TO WONDER- — 7 0: Ghost Rides. виш 500 
LAND f1 (Zenoscope) $10 | 8 O: Gust Rider ~ A060 | .—.— T 200 


IMAGE (2002) 
348 Moor Var; ©: Invincible_1500 


MARVEL (1976-1979) 
1 O: Richard Rider as Kova_._700 


MARVEL (2003-2006) 

12 Qu lui — 400 
—— —4000 
MARVEL (1996) 
ЮЕ —45 
MARVEL UNIVERSE A nmm 475 
MARVEL UNIVERSE B gold ed. 175.00 
WENA 50 


KUEN B American EnL eul white cv. 


XMENC de 195.00 
THE ROAD ТО ONSLAUGHT, 100 
TPBs 

1 “The Awakening”. — AN 
2 “To the Victor” ——20.00 
3 “Comrades in Arms” 20.00 
4 “Eye al the lom"... 20.00 
5 "The Front Line" 20.00 
6 “Phi Victory’, 2000 


DC/WILDSTORM (1999-2006) 
1 WEL da Ө: jah Snow, 
Ө: Vita Wagner, O: Drummer __.__. 650 
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sha Se — — 


50 fe — 
24 Planetary Codec. 

5 O-the feu _.—. — 
% Final se ———— 
WIGHT ON EARTH - 
TERRA OCCULTA El 
RULING THE W 


D " 
ABSOLUTE PLANETARY RC —— 


— E000 


MARVEL (1974-1986) 
previously Luke Cage, Hero For Hire 


48 CC Bg Ist meeting w/ Iron Fist __100 
50 CCI J8y J: ten Fist, Leone Power 

Man and Е EN) 
5 2rd Satrétoól —1500 


DC/VERTIGO (1995-2000) 
1 GEn SDa ©: Jesse, Tulip, Cassidy —....А000 
2 опо 0 Sort ol Kilers. — 00 


PRESIDENTIAL MATERIAL 

1DW (2008) 

BARACK OBAMA A ISCON, ——— -~ 1500 
[PRIMER 
COMICO (1982-1984) 
осма —— 1000 
5 Skis Ist work, O: orig. Man .— 5000 


И Barack CRIMI Cif, —— 000 


SCUD; THE DISPOSABLE ASSASSIN 
FIREMAN PRESS (1993-2008) 


36 
m. 


— 1009 
-â 
SECOND STAGE TURBINE BLADE: 

EVIL INK (2004-2005) 
1A (Coheed AC т 


MARVEL (2008-PRESENT) 


H ВЕ В 
18 125 Sun var. e 
1С 150 Wu var 

10 L75 SMa sket 


JE black con sett 


AC 15010 var. 
AD 175 Sun Kelch va... 3009 
50 125 Liu var. 1 
SC 175 Wu sketch x: 

68 1:25 LYu .—.— 
60 175110 Sieh var. 


78 125 Uu var. 
YC 175 Ly eich var.__20.00 
88 125 (Yu var... — 
BC US Yu sketch var. — 2000 
DC (1986-1990) 

VOLUME THREE 
1 0: Earth 2 Superman. 60 


THE HARD GOODBYE 
BC Yin anny ed regs 216. 
кр stt tonic t 
HC Совета prt 
THAT YELLOW BASTARD 
IMM — — 
16 fü in 
HC ned v 


2] 


et 

el A Beha feit 
—600 I 
1G? sare — 
DARK HORSE (1991-PRESENT) 
TALES OF THE JEDI: THE FREEDON 
NADD UPRISING 


Ward Mein... 


10) 
JUST ANOTHER Sa m 
[T E 
LOST, LONELY, A 40) 
SEARO VOLE 350 
S'LENT CIL E 
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 
Archle (1993-PRESENT) 101 0. 
MINI-SERIES 10 0. 
— 37] 
— — IO 
REGULAR SERIES 
ä — 
> — 30) UDON/CAPCOM (2005) 


ASPEN (2003-PRESENT) 
00 


TE Сосо = 
IF wa белил. 
16 Bina (ea BBP 00 
AE WALA ед: Snake a 


SUPERBOY 
0С (1949-1979) 
see More Fun Comics #101 for Ө: Superboy 


TC WAPAS ren vate Md. 70500 — 
BEGINNINGS J 
PREVIEW В РЧЫ cen. ок. lit 10 750 X000 
— P—Ó S INES > n 
DYING OF THE LIGHT 58 020 Utra Boy ___1.00 
08 SOC 
Kx 
14 DC (2003-PRESENT) 

1A Ub EVI MENOT, M00 


18 Mb EMC Bimin cet 


a °, 
0СОПОП С 


with the Bulls 
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DAE MEE 
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FOREST--AND 
1 0% 
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IMAGE/TMP (1992-PRESENT) 
14 IMC INC O: S O: WY 


IC RD ENC nl [ec 
10 Ab EMC RRI 


PROJECT SUPERPOWERS SECRET WARRIORS B aot И 
DYNAMITE ENT. (2008-PRESENT) MARVEL (2009-PRESENT) 1004 A 
OC Tuner var, b U Jili BBe 500 1008 10 
00 Ross Negative vat, — 18 ШБ bent 00 100 Mu 0С (1939-1986) 
OE Wes Кере —.—.— 1000 Con. 1 0:Syperman_773 60000 
1B UME or... s e 101 koa cidas w. 2 8 0009 
IC Ross Маре N. DARK HORSE (2005-PRESENT) 1508 IMC ra 
10 Terner Кера N. ЛА Ja ME Gr —1000 ISX Ile — 10 Ob: 
1B BHI “Jayne” cwr. 1000 150E Tuc sketch evr Tu X 05% Mi rtp — 

[THEPUNISHER а 800 SA TMC Cover bl O Green gente Son 
MARVEL (1987-1995) 10 neastand ed. a evr: has DAP bs 1858 WP (ov —.— — 

see Amazing Spider-Man 2129 for sate — -s ecm. 76 Superman û Been each йл y 

О: punisher pad" (ит 1850 IMC va. j — — 182000 

l — 1800 165E Po SEIA VA. 17 00 
ONE-SHOTS X Qu "Zoe" NM. IEG TMC WPO 600 09 O lee — | 
KILLS THE MARVEL UNIVERSE 20 neastarded. ec 18] Te Wo... 50 1590 

Gin Aline book. 4500 saree. 188 Tuc uo — AG) dei D the rents 
KILLS THE MARVEL UNIVERSE 3A MI River (и. 

(2000) reps. PF whew SDIO. ——20 0 3B SPh Wash" co ———— 
PUNISHER (1986 LIMITED SERIES) — X (Wu"Sncn"cv,._______—1000 MARVEL (1976-1998) 
1 Sore miniseries —-——— 1500 BETTER DAYS 1 GS vs raa 
23 Str ue 00 18 Du cd . f d 1000.00 64 O: Cask 8 RÊ. The nal Iona 
45 SG Me —. — becomes Adveatures of Superman 

SPIDER-MAN VOLUME TWO (1987-PRESENT) 
RED SONJA DC (1973-1978) MARVEL (1990-1998) 
DYNAMITE ENT, (2005-PRESENT) 10: (зашта e I es MA Wadd tul — — — 580 
OC ARo incentive ry: ld. (02599... 900 178 її 
CD Gunincenttve RRP var: Id. to 199____ 5000 ТА Green bog 
MARVEL (2005-2008) 18 Gen 


1н ARo negative бт; centre RRP ed: 

ЫЙ... —  —— 8000 
IK Rivera ted fol ed. included 13 with 

OF Red Sonja statu tedto 

100 copies. 
A RRP Ed. Ince 
ЗЕ КМ yas 


OC (1982-1986) 

3000. _ 
21 AU SBs nea ongin. 
25 Alla $85 C John Constan 


— 
,t — 400) 


VOLUME TWO 

— 

ЗА "Cra War" ue, 

DC (1956-1978) 

4 OBO: Silver Age Flash (Barry Aen). 34,000.00 
5 Manhuatets — — — — — 110000 
6 020: Cui t ûl the Urkngun — 4600.00 
8 2 Flash, ORO: (prn. (cd. — 1450000 


M A; Flash, rre. — —— 500000 
Ú O80: Adam Strange 290000 


J AMO Re. Joha Constantine, 20 O60: Rip Hunter — — — —— 40000 
22 0580.5 %u Age Green Lantern (Hal orda) 

!!! 

DARK HORSE (1992-1995) 34 O80: Kom (Ray Palat), Ө: Jean Loring 

2 O: boy 5500 170000 

my 1600 5 оеша 217000 
56 O: Psycho Pirate li. — 14000 


DC/VERTIGO (1989-1996) 
1 NGI SKI O; Sandman (Uorpheus). 2000 
EA NGI UDr 0: Death, Jenette Kahn 


editora inside troct or. 1500 
IMAGE (1993-PRESENT| 
VOLUME TWO 


60 O: Silver Age Spectre 40.00 
73 O80. Creeper — 1000 


| MARVEL (1968-1970) 


DARK HORSE (1992- PRESENT) 
ADAMETO KILL FOR 


MI O: wit ——1 


اس 6 | 


450 


4000 | 


C Green no bag 
10 Green no bag Р 
1E Sines bagged — 


154 Ast EUC Supe 
155159 (c 


ШЕ 
V (Momin (Eat, Dist. 


EMPEROR JOKER Start cf stc 


Mut 


MAXMUM CARNAGE dem promo for series takes over Adventures of Superman 
vdeo ате, reps, Spader Man numbering w/+650 
Un gde 41. 1500 
ISPIDER-WOMAN oc (1974-1982) 2 
MARVEL (1978-1983) 183 O: Kryptonian Nightwing & fare 500 
10 Spider inan — HOD 194 Uso E Nightwing & Famedird 300 
y O. Sem. — — 
Ж b. anonn lesane — i00 
0С (1954-1974) 
BA IK % O. Qarised —____-_5000 
08] 
ШШЕ J — АЙ SUPERMAN'S GIRLFRIEND 
24 — coll LOIS LANE 
DC (1958-1974) ~ 
15 O: Van Ze becomes eh). 40000 
MARVEL (1977-1986) жю 
+ W movie adaptation, pt L [SWAMP N 
"ps ruit AN 0С (1972-1976 
2A pls 24. — see House of Secrets #92 for 
28 36 1.00 ©; Sam hag 
ЗА 524 — род 1\тёш_ — 100 
3B4B 35 wu: d. 4500 2 LNE BN 


WOLVERINE #10 (1st Regular Series) 

Looking for an X-Men Origins: Wolverine related first appearance 
that won't drain an entire savings account? Try the premiere 

of Logan love interest Silver Fox. As an added bonus, the issue 
features a classic slobberknocker between Wolvie and Sabretooth. 


|м |< |х |&]« |e |= | e 


Hibernating with the Bears 


SECRET INVASION VARIANTS 
Do variants have a limited shelf life? The ones for this Marvel 
event did- prices on all of them continue to drop rapidly. The 
Yu 1:75 variant, #60, is selling online for half of last month's 
price, and the Wizard PG has adjusted accordingly. 
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36 Шев 
T We BW Batman 


TALES OF SUSPENSE 
MARVEL (1959-1968) 
39 Sle рне Os dag пол un. I 
40 Чейне Ө: Goid armor__2200.00 


57 O80: Hankey — 
65 O: Red Stull ini 


TALES OF THE TEEN TITANS. 


1D Incentive non-zombe variant n. lud 
— noo 


13 IR tO Mary Jane ___. 
14 @ ute Dx (c 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT 


IDW (2002-PRESENT) 


алша 


3505 b prismatic r____—.-800 
ЗЫВ Jean Grey n ). 


9090 Шута. 


DC (1988-1989) 


798 Садо sé 


1008 1:10 UBa 


DC (1984-1988) DARK HORSE (1998) | m 
previously New Teen Titans TUN 1000 
44 Mia GPe pL 20 безне, 3 MARVEL (1993) — mm 
O.: jericho, O. Dick Graysonashightwing 53 18 Cold fel e ed 38.00 male Me 5 1500 
— — RN 108 Whte | IC sare blacked, 16 Ultimate i 6 ие O: Sur 11900 
И) Teen 65 D» NAS R: Frcle — 5900 
MARVEL (1972-1979) 159 hash 6 fir Stu last new lary ek 20 
MARVEL (1959-1968) 10 0.839. — MARVEL (2001-PRESENT) IMAGE (2003-PRESENT) osa (CDC nete " es 100% 
>” ymin “The Min 5 O40. Kanadal King, R 100 E100 white var. ovr. 500 IR — . In AN EN Men 200 
б 
TIU И TRANSFORMERS | see Increditle alk 181 for O:Wolerine | 9 (OCO orate 1000 
190000 MARVEL (1984-1991) MARVEL (2008-PRESENT) | C logan — 9 610 . 
чаш — Q0) 1 O. teme. 1A Joi 500 | 2 MON — ا‎ 
€2 9090 O; leor I50 2 ШИЛ 5500 Y(( fih Ward. — ШУО Ч 
90 ебі O. Abomination 3 A Blak Costu 1с EMC kathi. 500 | 4 CU fii D. an — 1500 | 9А Aah eat 
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While anything from the creator is doing | 
well nowadays in the realm of comics, | 
having а Whedon writer credit is an added | 
incentive for this issue, and the series as | 
whole. No power in the “verse should keep | 
this issue from steaming up shelves until it 
becomes rarer than a surplus of spending 

{ money aboard Serenity. ° MAH 
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IDENTITY CRISIS: 


Perfect 10 


Actualized prices for flawless graded books 


Perfection is a rare and wonderful thing, 
and therefore, does not come cheap. The 
following are actualized recent prices of 
CGC 10.0 comics. 
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FIGHT CENSORSHIP 
IN COMICS 


Support the CBDLF's efforts to protect 
the First Amendment Rights of all comic 
book professionals. Send donations to: 
P.O. Box 693, Northampton, MA 01061 
or call (800) 992- 


gk HEIM g, 
2533 for a free copy بچ‎ é СЯ 
ofBUSTED, the S P 2 
CBDLF newsletter! = | ү 8 
CONTACT 


Ken Scrudato 
VP/Advertising Director 
Wizard Entertainment Advertising 
1010 Ave. of the Americas, 3rd Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
Ph: (212) 765-5124 Fax: (212) 765-5779 


E-Mail: Kscrudato@wizardent.com 


EVERYONE 
DESERVES A 


| GOLDEN AGE 


Support The Hero 
Initiative, the only 
charitable fund 
dedicated to helping 
yesterday's comic 
creators in need. For 
more information or 
to send donations: 


The Hero Initiative 
11301 Olympic Blvd., 
1587 
Los Angeles, CA 
90064 
Herolnitiative.org 
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| superman Celebration 


Enni 1 t _ A Ф Me 
June 11-14, 2009 
Come to Metropolis, Illinois — over 650 hotel rooms available, 
For more information, visit 


or call 800.949.5740 
Superman collectors: call to reserve your booth today! 


Event sponsored by Metropolis Chamber of Commerce & Metropolis Area Tourism Commission 
SUPERMAN ond oll related characters ond elements cre trademarks of and © DC Comics. — (509) 


* ILLINOIS + 


metropolischamber.com, metropolistourism.com | 
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SHOWS & CONS 


These listings are as accurate as we can get 'em, but Wizard always recommends phoning 
ahead before you attend as event—show information sometimes changes after we go to press. 
With that in mind, it’s time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 


MAY 31, PLAINVILLE 

Comics, Toys, Collectible Show: Plainville VFW, 7 
Northwest Dr (off Rt 10). Rt 84 East or West to 
exit 32. Take Rt 10N and look for posted signs 
along Rt10. 40 8ft Tables (1 for $40), (2 for $70), 
(3 for $90). Admission.99 cents. Hours 10am- 
3pm. 1 free comic with each paid admission. 
Hourly Raffles. Free Coffee & Donuts. Show 
features large selection of old & new comics, 
non-sports cards, Yu-Gi-Oh, Pokemon, and 
Magic. Vintage Toys, Hot Wheels, Action Figures, 
DVDs, Star Wars & Star Trek. Large selection of 
Beanie Babies. Special guest artist Matt Ryan. 
For information, call Cliff 860-302-0493 or 


FLORIDA 
MAY 16 & JUNE 27, MIAMI 
Collectibles Show at Miccosukee Resort & 
Gaming, 500 sw 177 Ave (corner of Krome Ave 
and SW 8th ST) New!! Show hours are from 9 
a.m to 5 p.m. Free Admission! Free parking! 
Come join us for a day of fun with the family 
at the only monthly show of its type in South 
Florida where you can buy, sell or trade all of 
the following collectibles, comics (new books, 
golden & silver age, cgc comics & variant 
covers), anime, manga, plushies, toys and vinyl 
toys, dvd's, video games, action figures, busts, 
statues, both sports and non-sports cards, 
ccg gaming cards, both sports and non-sports 
memorabilia, jewelry, posters, pro-wrestling 
merchandise, both sports and non-sports 
apparel, original artwork and many more types 
of collectibles. Everyone who comes to the show 
gets a free comic just for coming to the show! 
Hourly raffles! Also visit two of our sponsors 
www.animingle.com for all your anime news and 
events. For more information please call 305- 
710-6889 and or be our friend on myspace at 


JUNE 7, ATLANTA 

Atlanta Comic Convention, Marriott Hotel-Century 
Center, I-85 Exit # 91-Clairmont RD. Admission 
5.00, 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Guest for show С. 
MARTIN CROKER voice of ZORAK for space Ghost 
Coast to Coast and Animator / Voice for Aqua 
Teen hunger Force! . Artists Jason Flowers and 
Ariel. Writer Bobby Nash, Sean Taylor. Largest one 
day show in the South! Over One Million Comics 
(Gold, Silver, Variants, CGC, More!). Thousands of 
Toys (Star Wars, G. l. Joe, Legends, Transformers) 
Statues, Gaming, Cards, Anime, More! 500.00 

in Prizes Given Away! AFA Toy Grading available 
at show! Every attendee gets free prizes while 
they last! For directions, updates, and discount 
coupons for the show, contact our website at 
www.atlantacomicconvention.com. 


MAY 17, GURNEE (NORTH CHICAGO SUBURB) 
| The Gurnee Comics and Collectibles Show, 


j Holiday Inn 6161 W. Grand Ave, exit Grand Ave 
west off the Tri-State Across from Gurnee Mills 
Mall) 25 tables, 6 ft tables available ($40) 
$1.00 admission plus Mention Wizard and get 
something free 10AM to 3PM. We will have 
plenty of cool comics both new and old and 
related collectable items! Info contact Jim (847) 
336-9963 or www.epguides.com/comics 


MAY 30, ROCKFORD 

Rockford ComicCon, Holiday Inn 7550 E State 
St. (1-90 / NW Tollway EXIT State St. / Business 
20) FREE admission plus Mention Wizard and 
get something COOL Free by signing up for our 
mailing list! 10 AM to 4 PM. We will have plenty 
of cool comics both new and old and related 
collectable items! Info contact Alan (309) 657- 
1599 or www.epguides.com/comics 


MAY 2, EVANSVILLE 

Evansville comic and toy show. Airport Marriott. 
25 tables @$75 ea. A$3. guest: John Dugan(Texas 
chainsaw massacre), Jacob Rougmont(marvel 
index and handbook series), Comics from 1940 
-now, star wars, anime, gaming and more. Free 
Comic Book Day everyone gets a free comic thru 
the door. More info www.comiccitytn.com or 
myspace.com/comiccity 


JUNE 7, URBANDALE (DES MOINES SUBURB) 

Des Moines Comicon at the Comfort Suites At 
Living History Farms 11167 Hickman Rd , Urbandale 
(1-80 / 1-35 EXIT 125) FREE admission get 
soemething cool FREE by mention Wizard when 
you sign up for our mailing list! 10 AM to 4 PM, We 
will have plenty of cool comics of all ages and old 
and related collectable items! Info contact Alan 
(309) 657-1599 or www.epguides.com/comics 


MAY 16, LAWRENCE 

2009 FREE STATE FREECON COMIC BOOK & TOY 
CONVENTION at the Douglas County Fairgrounds, 
2110 Harper St. Hours 10:00am - 5:00pm. FREE 
ADMISSION. Guest comic creators ANDE PARKS 
(Capote in Kansas, Irredeemable Ant-Man, 
Exterminators), ALEX GRECIAN (Proof), KEVIN 
MELLON (Gearhead, Thirteen Steps), HECTOR 
CASANOVA (Screamland, Lurkers), PAUL FRICKE 
(Trollords, Flash, El Diablo), RICK STASI (Action 
Comics), KYLE STRAHM (Split Lip). More guests 
will be added. For booth space, contact Craig at 


785-218-4374. www.kcfancon.com 


JUNE 6, OVERLAND PARK (KANSAS CITY SUBURB) 
Kansas City Comicon at the Doubletree Hotel 
Overland Park-corporate Woods 10100 College Blvd, 
Overland Park, KS (1-435 EXIT 81 US 69 South to 
College Blvd (first EXIT) go east) FREE admission 

get soemething cool FREE by mentioning Wizard 
when you sign up for our mailing list! 10 AM to 4 PM. 
We will have plenty of cool comics of all ages and 


MAY 17, LAUREL 

Comic book and non-sports card show at the 
Holiday Inn in Laurel on 15101 Sweitzer Dr-located 
off exit 33B off 195. Admission is $3.00 children 
under 7 are free show runs from 11am-3:30pm. 
Dealers will be selling-trading-buying comics- 
Modern to Golden Age Comics, non-sports cards, 
CCG, original art, action figures and much more. 


For more information visit our website at 
com or 410-569-8357 


JUNE 5-7, WILMINGTON 

GBSCC's 1st Annual Summerfest at the 
Shriners Auditorium, free parking, admission 
$7.00 (seniors and kids free). Presenting a 
collectors convention featuring comics, toys, 
nonsport, sportcards and memorabilia with 
$1200 in door prizes. Autograph guests along 
with local and national dealers at 300 tables 
loaded with new and old collectibles. Visit our 
website www.gbscc.com for additional info. 
Dealer inquiries: contact Bill Carvalho (978) 
944-1185. Come join the fun! 


OCTOBER 10 & 11, TWIN CITIES 

MIDWEST COMIC BOOK ASSOCIATION FALLCON 
COMIC BOOK CELEBRATION! - The Minnesota 
State Fairgrounds Grandstand (1265 Snel- 

ling Ave, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55108) will 

once again be the epicenter of Magnificent 
Midwestern Comic Book Super Action! 10AM 

to 5PM Both Days! The place to see and be 
seen! Hundreds of accessible Guest Comic Book 
Creators including Superstars, Up and Comers, 
Legends, Alternative, Independent, Manga, a 
and everyone in between! A super gynormous 
marketplace featuring comic book hucksters 
from all over sector 2814 buying, trading and 
selling an Indiana Jones sized warehouse full of 
comic books and all things related! Outrageous 
door prizes and giveaways, weirdo comic book 
goings on and other Strange Adventures! Look 
for and be welcome to join the army of cos- 
tumed characters! Be fuel for the atomic comic 
book energy and enthusiasm generated at Fall- 
Con! An awesome event for those new to the 
world of comic books, the serious collectors, 
the intellectual reader, the bargain hunters, 
the manga maniacs, the casually interested, all 
ages, kids, families, freaks, geeks, dweebs and 
everyone in between! Beware of the spontane- 
ously generated bursts of fun and frivolity, 
peculiar goings on, and comic book mayhem 
that only FallCon can deliver! Free MCBA grab 
bags, hundreds upon hundreds of door prizes, a 
very cool early attendee premium, Free creator 
autographs, Free parking and easy access for 
everyone! We invite to join us as we celebrate 
our comic book community in a new fashioned 
way! Please come early, come both days, & con- 
tribute to the fun! Tickets available at the door. 
Something for Everyone and Everyone Wel- 
come! PS. For more explosions of information 


old and related collectable items! Info contact Alan 


(309) 657-1599 or www.epguides.com/comics or www.MNCBA.com Thanks! 


MCBA, PO Box 131475, Saint Paul, MN. 55113 or 
MNCBA@aol.com or www.midwestcomicbook.com 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MAY 31, MANCHESTER 

Granite State Comicon. Radisson Center 

of New Hampshire. Admission price $5, 

kids under 10 FREE with adult. Doors open 
from 10-4. Come join the fun at Granitecon 
Manchester! We've got the best dealers in 
New England bringing their best comics, 
games, action figures, anime and more! 
Special guests include Eric Powell, Scott 
Wegener plus more TBA! Visit our oversized 
artist's alley featuring the best local talent! 
Don't miss our game zone featuring a 

massive Yu-Gi-Oh tournament as well as 
video game tournaments! Get your picture 
taken with your favorite Star Wars characters! 
There will also be raffles and plenty of 
freebies at the door! You won't want to miss 
this one! Dealers and artists some tables 
remain, contact Scott Proulx at 603-669-9636 
or scott@dmcomics.com. For directions, a full 
list of dealers, guests and events visit www. 
granitecon.com. 


MAY 24, JUNE 28 EAST HANOVER 

(FORMERLY IN FAIRFIELD) 

EAST HANOVER COMIC BOOK EXPO, Ramada Inn 
Conference Center. 130 Route 10, East Hanover, 
NJ 07936. Easy access from Rts 80, 78, 24, 

287, 280 & GSP. 40+ 6ft tables @ $55 for the 
first, $50 each additional, $2 admission (kids 
under twelve and 2nd parent FREE!), 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. FREE parking. Door prizes! Comics from GA 
to present at great prices! The Northeast's best 
and friendliest dealers. Incredible no minimum 
bid auction around noon! For updates call ЈР @ 
973-783-0608 email: pugprdctns@aol.com ‚ог 
website at www.NJcomicbookshows.com 


JUNE 14 CLIFTON 

CLIFTON COMIC BOOK EXPO, Clifton 
Community Recreation Center, 1232 Main Ave, 
Clifton 07011. Easy access from Rt 3 or Rt 46. 
The NJ Transit 190 bus from NYC stops at the 
door. 60+ 6' tables @ only $35 for 1, $55 for 2, 
$10 each additional. Free admission! 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Free parking. Comics from GA to present. 
World's friendliest dealers! No minimum bid 
auction around noon. Monthly shows since 
1991! For updates call JP @ 973-783-0608. 
Email: pugprdctns@aol.com. , or website at 
www.NJcomicbookshows.com 


MAY 30, NEW YORK (MANHATTAN) 

Gotham Super Collectors Show holiday inn 440 

w 57st btwn 9th & 10th ave. 6ft. tables $75 each 
admission $10 kids 12 & under free 10am-6pm 
Cd's vhs dvds movie memorabilia comics vintage 
Mags lobby cards rock & roll & much more! special 
guests 718-972-3872 email:videowizards@webtv. 
net www.GothamNostalgiaShows.com 


JUNE 13, NEW YORK (MANHATTAN) 

Big apple presents. Super Saturday. Comic 
book marketplace. Dealers/Artists/celebs. 
FREE ADMISSION (register @bigapplecon.com 
4 free admission). WHERE -Hotel Pennsylvania 


18th floor. 33rd St 7th Ave (across from 
MsG) More info/ bigapplecon.com, email: 
bigapplecon@yahoo.com. “This will be the 
greatest one day show”, 
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UNE 28, AKRON 
Akron-Canton Comic Book Convention, 
NORTHEAST OHIO'S BIGGEST COMIC EVENT! NEW 
LOCATION - Chapparell's Community Center, 
2418 Arlington Rd. 1 Mile North of 1-77 & Exit 120 
Hours: 10 am to 4 pm. Admission: $3, age 6& 
under FREE. FREE PARKING! Hourly Door Prizes! 
Guest Artist! 10,000's of Golden, Silver & Modern 
Age Comics. Action Figures, Non-Sportcards & 
More. Dealer Tables & Booths Available. For more 
information Visit www.harpercomics.com, call 
330-499-6056 or email: jeff@harpe comics, com 
FOR TRUE COMIC FANS! 


MAY 17 & JUNE 14, ALLENTOWN 

THE ULTIMATE ALLENTOWN COMIC CON, NEW 
LOCATION at The Encounter in Allentown, 
811 Union Blvd Allentown, PA 18109. Just off 
Route 22 at the intersection of Airport Rd 
and Union Blvd. EZ to get to from New York, 
New Jersey, Philadelphia, & the Poconos. 
FREE ADMISSION, Show hours are 10-4 

p.m. NOW MONTHLY, Private 4,000 square 
foot showroom. Dealers from 5 states with 
Comics & Collectibles from the Golden Age to 
Today! FREE PARKING! For Dealer info, Guest 
list, General show info, or Directions please 
contact Joe at 610-774-9565, joe@ucxd.net, 
or www.ultimatecomicdreams.com 


MAY 31, PHILADELPHIA 

PHILADELPHIA COMIC-CON Ramada 
Philadelphia Airport, 76 Industrial Highway, 
Essington, PA 19029, From points south take 
exit 8 (Ridley Park exit) off of 1-95, bear right 
at top of ramp and down to second light, make 
left and hotel will be on the right. From points 
north take exit 9A off of I-95 and follow signs 
to Route 291 (Industrial Highway), make right 
at light and hotel will be on the left. We are 
now accessible via public transportation! Just 
take Septa bus route 37. Sixty-five tables are 
1/$70 or 2/$135. Admission is only $3. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Now with more tables and more dealers! 
Besides comics from the 19405 to present day, 
our dealers (from seven states) also will be 
selling, buying and trading non-sport cards, 
videos, artwork, HeroClix, action figures and 
other related collectibles. Visit your local comic 
shop for a flier or call our hotline the weekend 
of the show for the latest guest update. | 
Contact Derek Woywood of Collectors Comics at 
267-251-7491. Check us out on the Web, 
www.philadelphiacomic-con.com. 


MAY 23, WACO : 
JMV COMIC BOOK SHOW, Clarion Inn - 

Waco, 801 South 4th.Street (located at 

the intersection of IH -35 and Ath.street 
across from Baylor University exit 43354) ў 
Hours:10am - 5рт Admission :$2.00 Early Bird 
Admission:$5.00(9am -10ат only) Buy -Sell 


-Trade for your favorite vintage to modern 
comic books and related collectibles. Win 

a $100 shopping spree drawing at 4:30pm. 
Dealer Tables (25 -6ft available) only 

$50.00 each. For more info contact JMV 
Entertainment at 254 -760-8682 or e-mail 
info@jmventertainment.com or check out our 
website at www.jmventertainment.com 


MAY 31, SAN ANTONIO 

JMV COMIC BOOK SHOW, Embassy Suites 

- NW ,7750 Briaridge(located near the 
intersection of Loop 410 and IH -10 NW) 
Hours:10am - 5pm Admission :$2.00 Early Bird 
Admission:$5.00(9am -10am only) Buy -Sell 
-Trade for your favorite vintage to modern 
comic books and related collectibles. Win 

a $100 shopping spree drawing at 4:30pm. 
Dealer Tables(25 -6ft available)only 

$50.00 each. For more info contact JMV 
Entertainment at 254 -760-8682 or e-mail 
info@jmventertainment.com or check out our 
website at www.jmventertainment.com 


JUNE 7, TYSONS CORNER (WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA) 
CapiCons.com COMIC and POP-CULTURE CON. 
Dunn Loring Volunteer Fire Department, Dunn 
Loring, VA. Take Exit 47A (Route 7 West) off 
1-495, 1⁄2 mile to Left at Gallows Rd, travel 1 
mile, venue on Right (2148 Gallows Rd). 70 
Tables. Admission: $3.00, under 5 Free. 10ат- 
3pm. Buy, Sell, Trade: Gold, Silver, New & Indy 
Comics, Horror, Sci-fi, Anime, DVDs, Figures, 
Toys, Posters, T-Shirts, Original Artwork, Non- 
sportcards, etc. Free Parking. Tables: Ist $95, 
2nd $90, 3rd+ $85.00. Guests & other questions, 
http://www.CapiCons.com. 


JUNE 14, SEATTLE 

SEATTLE COMICARD CONVENTION Seattle Center 
Rainier Room- 101 Republican St. 60 - 8ft tables 
@ $85 each. $5 Admission or $4 with canned 

food donations for NW Harvest 10am - 5pm 
Appearances by Special Guest Artists Comics: 
Golden Age, Silver, & Present. Anime, 

Pulps, Manga, Artwork, trading cards, Heroclix, 
Magic, action figures, toys, Star Wars collectibles, 
videos, DVD's, movie memorabilia, and other 
collectibles. Free promotional items while 
supplies last. Discount prices for early sign-up on 
dealer tables For information contact: Steve Miner 
@ 206-365-1207, www.seattlecomicardconvention. 
com or write Р.О. Box 55853, Seattle, WA 98155 


MAY 31, MILWAUKEE 

The Milwaukee ComicCon at the Best Western 
Milwaukee Airport Hotel and Conference 
Center 5105 S Howell Ave (1-94 EXIT 318 

to Howell go north hotel on the left) FREE 
admission plus Mention Wizard and get 
something COOL Free by signing up for our 
Mailing list! 10 AM to 4 PM. We will have 
plenty of cool comics of all ages and old and 
related collectable items! Info contact Alan 
(309) 657-1599 or www.epguides.com/comics 
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PLACES TO GO 


CONNECTICUT 

ОРЕМ EVERY DAY, MIDDLEBURY 

Legends of Superheros, 1655 Straits Turnpike, 
Middlebury Edge Office/Retail Park, 
Middlebury, CT 06762, easy access from 

Exit 17 off Interstate 84, 203-577-2445. New 
bigger location! One of Connecticut's largest 
selections of new comics, back issues, trade 
paperbacks, toys, and more. Now carrying 
Magic the Gathering packs and singles. We 
buy, sell, and trade. Ask about our subscription 
service benefits. All major credit cards 
accepted. Going on fifteen years of serving 
Connecticut's comics community. Visit our 
website at legendsofsuperheros.com or email 
us at legends@legendsofsuperheros.com for 
directions and store hours. 


FLORIDA 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, ORLANDO 

BAD APPLE COMICS: TWO CENTRAL FLORIDA 
LOCATIONS! New/back issue comics, statues, 
figures, TPB's/graphic novels, supplies and more. 
DISCOUNT SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE plus Theme 
Park Employee and Student discounts! SOUTH 
ORLANDO: 8110 S. Orange Blossom Trail, 32809 
407-859-3422. Across from the Florida Mall. Less 
than 15 minutes from Walt Disney World, Universal 
Studios and Sea World. UNIVERSITY SHOPPES: 
12225 University Blvd. 32817, 407-658-9722. Across 
from UCF main campus. Online: www.BAcomics. 
сот or www.myspace.com/bacomics. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
OPEN EVERY DAY, WAKEFIELD 

Webhead Enterprises. 239 North Ave., 
Wakefield, MA 01880.781-246-1797. Two floors 
of Golden, Silver and Modern Age comics, 

Magic the Gathering Alpha to present, DVDs, 
CDs, science fiction and horror books, sports 
cards and much more. The Northeast's 

favorite specialty store for more than 15 

years. To get directions, visit our website 

at webheadenterprises.com or e-mail us at 
emcity@verizon.net. Credit cards and PayPal 
accepted. We ship worldwide. 

— —ß—ç—ðn —— 
MASSACHUSETTS — 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, SALEM 

Harrison's Comics & Collectibles: 252 Essex St. 
Salem, MA 01970. (978) 741-0786 is located 

in historic witch city Salem, Massachusetts. 
Renowned all over the globe - Harrison's Comics 
is the only store a collector will ever need! 

Our selection of merchandise is unbelievable! 
We are always buying, selling, and trading! 

We carry the largest selection of comics, back 
issues and comics from the Golden, Silver and 
Bronze Age of Comics. Statues, Busts, Action 
Figures, Toys-new and old, Sci-Fi and Horror 
Collectibles are only the tip of the iceberg. All 
major credit cards accepted. Visit us on the 
web (3 www.harrisonscomicsltd.com for more 
information, store hours and driving directions. 


OPEN7 DAYS A WEEK, MEDFORD 

Harrison's Comics @ the Medow Glenn Mall 3850 
Mystic Valley Pkwy, Medford, MA 02155. (781)391- 
6111. Amazing new store minutes from Boston! 
The best new comic selection in New England! 

All major credit cards accepted! Visit us on the 
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web @ www.harrisonscomicsltd.com for more 
information, store hours, and driving directions! 


NEW JERSEY 2 

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, HACKENSACK 

HOT FLIPS, 22 E. Lafayette Street. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Wholesale of all collectible supplies. Your source 

to purchase all collectible supplies at WHOLESALE 
prices. We have all of the hottest comic book supplies, 
and all other collectible supplies in the world, from 
top loaders, sports and non-sports card supplies, toys 
and comic books. eBay seller name hotflips-supplies- 
collectibles, myspace.com/hotflipsnj. For more 
information, visit our website at www.hotflips.com or 
call us at 1-800-922-3547 or 201-488-8885. 


‘NORTH CAROLINA 

OPEN EVERY DAY, WILSON 

Tired of playing with yourself? Come play with 

us! The Hobby Shop, located inside Wilson Mall 

in Wilson, NC is just minutes off 1-95 halfway 
between Miami & NYC. See our store's selection 
of comics, trades, CCGs, toys, miniatures, art 
supplies, puzzles, scouting apparel, and so 

much more! We have lots to keep everyone in 
your home busy including weekly sanctioned 
tournaments for most of today’s hottest games. 
For more information just visit us online at http:// 
www.thehobbyshopofwilson.com or in person 

in our new & larger location at 1501 Ward Blvd. 
inside of The Wilson Mall. It's convention season! 
Mention this listing when you see us at a show and 
we'll give you 15% off your purchase (does not 
include back board books). Any questions? E-mail 
us at info@thehobbyshopofwilson.com or call 
252-291-3384. 


RHODE ISLAND | 
A WEEK, CRANSTON 
The Time Capsule, carrying a HUGE selection 


of comics from the Golden Age to Present. 


ATTENTION! use Wizard's magic to help advertise your comic book event or retail location, call 
Karen Evora @ 845-268-3907 ext. 144 before the 10th of each month, 2-3 months in advance of show 


date. No comic book pricing ог 900#. 


BE A KING OF THE CARNIVAL CREATION 


By Brian Ferara 
Writer/Publisher of Terminal Press’ Silent Assassin & Dimmu Borgir 


One way to increase the visibility of your title is to create a book that crosses over 
from the interests of the comic reading community into the fan base of another 
medium. The crew at TP has worked on comics based on urban vinyl toys, iconic 


Thousands of back issues 50% off all the time. 
We carry a wide selection of new comics and 
offer a subscription service. We also carry 
action figures, toys, non-sport cards and much 
more! Additionally we also have thousands of 
LP's and 45's. We also sell on Ebay- seller name 
oftimespast, with more than 55,000 positive 
feedbacks, 500 new auctions per week. Always 
buying collections! Hours 11am to 7pm Mon-Sat, 
12pm-6pm Sun. 537 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI 
02910. 401-781-5017 www.thetimecapsule.com 


TEXAS — | 
TUESDAY-SATURDAY, DUNCANVILLE 

DUNCANVILLE BOOKSTORE-3,200+ square feet 

of comics, statues, toys: vintage and new, trades, 
books and much тоге!! One of the largest on-site 
inventories of comics, Golden to Modern Age, in 

the DFW area. We offer a 15 percent discount to all 
SUBSCRIPTION CUSTOMERS! Paperbacks start at 
50 cents and comics start at $1. We BUY, SELL & 
TRADE for all types of collectibles and books and 
we pay CASH!! Check us out at 101 W. Camp Wisdom 
Rd. Duncanville, Texas 75116. Tuesday-Saturday 

10 a. m. p.m. Also at www.duncanvillebookstore. 
com, www.myspace.com/duncanvillebookstore 

and eBay seller id.: AndyMac2570. E-mail us at 
AndyMac2570@aol.com or call us at 972-298-7546. 


OPEN EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY, 
HOUSTON 

The Pop Culture Company - Come on by 10910 
Old Katy Rd. suite 209, located inside The 
Market Place Antiques center. Store hours: Fri. 
and Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Sun.12:00p.m. 
to 6:00p.m. Houston's newest comic & 
collectible hot spot! New comics, back issues, 
trade paperbacks, toys, original artwork and 
more!! Thousands of $1 comics! Bring in your 
collections | BUY, SELL, AND TRADE all kinds of 
pop culture collectibles. Subscription service 
is available. АП major credit cards accepted. 
Phone: 713-467-4225. 
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adult cinema and with our upcoming book based on the biggest black metal band 2, 


оп the planet, Dimmu Borgir, music. 


Each of the titles we've worked on already had a large cult fan base keeping 
their eyes peeled for new content. The hard part is then to create a high quality 
comic that attracts the interest of both the comic community and the fans of 
the work it is based upon. It definitely helps to have your own passion and 
appreciation for the content as well, as 1 feel it will translate through to both sets 
of fans. It is always my goal to add value to the content our comics are based on 


and not just utilize the brand recognition. 


I love comic books, toys, adult movies and heavy metal music. Lots of other 
people do as well. Branching out our work in comics to these other areas of 
interest has introduced our work to a much broader range of people. Seems 
obvious and simple, but it is not. If you can pull it off though, you'll have the chance to work o" T 
exciting projects with a broad appeal that can really make a difference when it comes to marketing your work. 
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THE BEST 
LIMITED EDITION BOOKS 


are from the editors of WIZARD: The Magazine 
of Comics, Entertainment and Pop Culture! 


Woo т: THE WORK OF A COMIC ART MASTER 


MA KT (GE DITION 


р, 
INTR 
TRODUCTION BY MICHAEL TURNER 


* STORYTELLING Š Me cs 
"ADVANCED TECHNIQUES e ' а Ç; MARC SI LVESTRI 


ON SALE NOW — \ 


bron со; 
d COLLECTORS 2. 
COLLECTOR'S CUI Vi 


WIZARD LIMITED EDITION 
HARDCOVERS 
present the ultimate collections 
on the careers of the greatest artists 
in comics today. 
JIMLEE + ALEX ROSS • MICHAEL TURNER 


TWISTED TOYFARE THEATRE 
VOLUMES 2-8 ON SALE NOW! 


All of these books are available at your local comic book store. 
To find a store near you, call the comic shop locator service at 
!-888-COMIC-BOOK or visit www.wizarduniverse.com to order online. 


А shown in Twisted la Part Theatre are trademarked and theat respective owners Batman L 2009 DC Comics. taz. All rights Reserved. 
men, All characters aad artwork show з! A rights reserved. www marvel cea. 
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4 RED HULK COMMENTARY! 


New rules everyone: From now on, no variants allowed—you want 
N them, check out the Top Premiums over in “Market Watch" (page 
76). These are the books you would have been able to just snag off 

the racks back when they hit; now, though, these bad boys are so hot, 


they're scarcer than a mutant at a Sentinel kegger. « MARK ALLEN HAVERTY 


NEW MUTANTS #98 


$45 

Who doesn't miss 1991? Warrant was hosing down Bobbie Brown. 
The Buffalo Bills weren't completely smoked in the Super Bowl. Rob 
Liefeld was getting ready to tell the world how to button their fly. Oh, 
and this book was actually cheap and plentiful. Good luck trying to 
find this first appearance of everyone's favorite Merc with a Mouth 
nowadays, unless you're willing to spend and arm and a leg. 
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Speaking of arms and legs, 
these guys really do want 
them. Robert Kirkman's 
Zombie epic continues 

to roll, and there is no 
indication that the heat on 
this issue will die down any 
time soon. 


Wolverine's "Dark 
Knight Returns" tale kicks 
off here, and everyone is 
jumping all over it. The 
Steve McNiven artwork 
certainly doesn't hurt, 
and the post-apocalyptic 
setting is just butter on the 
tasty Mark Millar toast. 


Know why this series is hot? 
It's a Kevin Smith miniseries 
that he actually completed. 
Sure, cheap shot...but if 
Damon Lindelof can complete 
Ultimate Hulktwo years late, 
why can't Smith come back to 
Daredevil: Target? 


Two years in and Joss 
Whedon's return to the 
characters that made him 
famous continues to rock 
at the registers, standing 
amongst the top sellers 
every month. 


EN LANTERN 
6 $10 

In brightest day, in 
blackest night, no prelude 
shall escape collectors' 
sights/Let those who 
missed this issue in the 
mix, beware the cost of 
Green Lantern #36! Suck 
it, Alfred Bester. 


A 


9i 1185 $12 
Todd's back! Todd's 


back! Todd McFarlane's 
back! This also happens to 
be a nifty story and brings 
artist and Image founder 
Whilce Portacio back into 
the fold of Spawn's big, red 
саре. Still, what matters 
most? Todd's back! 


4 


Remember how in "She's 
All That,” Freddie Prinze 
Jr. has Rachael Leigh Cook 
take off her glasses and let 
her hair down, suddenly 
making her hot? This might 
just be Thunderbolts with 
its hair down. 


MARK MILLAR • JOHN ROMITA JR. 


FZ 
"а GREATEST SUPER 


Г тет 
Mark Millar's second 


book on the list, the 
debut of Dave Lizewski 
has both comic fans and 
Hollywood buzzing. John 
Romita Jr.'s artwork, 
some of the best of his 
career, is another big 
check in the plus column. 
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Ном often is ап all-ages 
book a hot back issue? It 
helps that this book has 
spectacular artwork by 
the fast-rising Skottie 
Young and a story by 07 
veteran Eric Shanower. 


Bring home Marvel's 
monstrous berserker with 
this all-new Marvel Select 
release featuring none 
other than Wolverine! 
Sculpted by Rudy Garcia 
and depicted in 
Wolverine's Giant-Sized 
X-Men #1 costume, this 
seven-inch scale release 
stands just under six 
inches, features 14 points 
of articulation and 
includes a 

Weapon X base! 


Order now from your local 
comic store! 
Instores April 2009! 


Also be on the lookout ian b 
limited First Appearance 
MEC s Ssa Wolverine figures 
MARVEL mamanman: Š eye included in each case! 
вв ж 


www.marel.com 888-C0! 


wwwadiamondselecttoys.com (= 


TO PURCHASE VISIT YOUR LOCAL COMIC SHOP OR WWW.DIAMONDSELECTTOYS.COM. 


a please contact new accounts 
i 1 f other pr 
iamond Select Toy ү: products, plea 


RET, : i 
PERS: Tenet, ardar тшге at 800-452-6642 x215 or newaccounts 


One minute ine 
mostdowntrodden 
wretch the world 
has ever seen... 


Universal: Pictures 


also available 
Wanted: Softcover 
Trade paperback 
U.S.D. $19.99, 208 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-58240-497-4 


MARK MILLAR 


š Я 8; J.G. JONI 
Now available at your finer i. PAUL MOUNTS 


comic stores everywhere 


Wanted: Movie Edition 


Trade paperback 
Barnes & Noble, Borders, Amazon, U.S.D. $19.99, 208 pages 
and other fine book retailers. ISBN: 978-1-58240-993-1 


ag 
For r more > information. check out: N. to cow. com py 
тео," the Wanted | ios and the likeness of E» v ЕП 
featured characters arc adamianis di & Millar and JG Jones. All r ights reserved Ф & Р 
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